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INTRODUCTION
Representative William E. "Bill" Sandifer, III 
Vice Chair, Southern States Energy Board

As the Vice Chair of the Southern States Energy Board (SSEB), I am honored 
to introduce this edition of the Energy & Environment Legislative Digest—a 
compendium of energy and environmental (E&E) legislation enacted by the Board’s 
18 member states and territories during their 2024 legislative sessions.

Since 1978, SSEB has published this Digest, and each year the Board ensures this document reflects the 
legislative trends in its member states and territories. As a crucial resource for legislators, policymakers, 
industry stakeholders, and the general public, SSEB’s annual Legislative Digest offers valuable insights into 
the evolving landscape of energy-related legislation, regulations, and resolutions. 

With nearly 400 E&E bills, this publication provides a consolidated view of the region's energy priorities 
and environmental strategies. To date, 198 energy-related and 192 environmental-related laws have passed 
in our member states and territories this year. 

Bill summaries are categorized for easy comparison as listed beginning on the next page. Some measures 
may cover a wide variety of issues and fall into multiple categories. In order to keep the size of the printed 
publication reasonable, we strive to place bills in their most relevant category. All of the legislation 
contained within the Digest may be viewed using interactive categories and maps on our website, and you 
will find that bills may fit into multiple categories. Visit sseb.org/publications/interactive-digest to review 
our Interactive Digest.

Analyses of new laws enacted by our member states and territories revealed several pertinent themes from 
recent years. In the category of Emergency Management & Homeland Security, critical infrastructure 
protection laws were enhanced in Alabama, Florida, North Carolina, and Tennessee by adding 
specificity regarding the assets to be protected by the law and adjusting penalties for damages. Regarding 
Utilities, appliance energy choice bills were enacted in Alabama, Florida, and Mississippi that are 
similar to laws established in Georgia and Tennessee in 2023. New measures passed in Kentucky, 
Maryland, and Virginia pertaining to per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) are found in the 
Emissions & Pollution and Inland Water Quality and Management categories.  

Alabama, Louisiana, Oklahoma, and West Virginia clarified existing laws related to Carbon Capture 
& Storage subjects such as long-term liability, unitization, and permitting authority, which are necessary 
components of the legal and regulatory framework for state permitting primacy of underground injection 
control Class VI wells. 

An increase in the distribution of Cybersecurity and Digital Technology legislation across member 
jurisdictions was realized this year with Alabama, Arkansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, and 
Virginia organizing to either study or implement laws for the expansion of blockchain technology and 
cryptocurrency, as well as digital asset mining impacts on the energy grid, water resources, and sound. 
Foreign ownership of digital asset mining businesses was prohibited by Arkansas and Louisiana. 
Tennessee created an advisory council to inform the usage of artificial intelligence in state government. 

Florida, Kentucky, Maryland, Missouri, and Oklahoma focused on nuclear energy laws in the 
categories of Emergency Management & Homeland Security, Nuclear Energy, and Utilities. Topics include 
defining nuclear energy as a clean energy resource, preserving the existing fleet and supporting advanced 
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nuclear, initiating studies into workforce development and regulatory preparations, and establishing tax 
incentives and emergency response plans. 

Florida, Kentucky, Louisiana, Maryland, Oklahoma, Puerto Rico, South Carolina, 
Tennessee, and the U.S. Virgin Islands passed measures spanning multiple energy categories 
regarding electric vehicles and/or alternative transportation fuels, including sustainable aviation fuels and 
hydrogen fueling stations. In Louisiana and Tennessee matters such as hydrogen infrastructure, market 
development, or tax exemptions are under consideration. 

In the category of Land Management, Arkansas, Louisiana, Oklahoma, and Tennessee banned 
foreign ownership, acquisition, and interests in agricultural land.

A resolution encouraging federal permitting reform was passed in Kentucky, Louisiana, Oklahoma, 
Tennessee, and West Virginia. The resolution urges the United States Congress to reform federal 
permitting policies to accelerate the deployment of new energy infrastructure and asks for the domestic 
build-out of a full array of modern energy technologies.

In Alabama, Florida, and Georgia, a notable focus has been on environmental management and 
conservation. These states passed multiple bills aimed at protecting natural resources, reflecting a growing 
regional commitment to sustainability. In contrast, states like Virginia, Maryland, and Tennessee have 
shown a strong legislative emphasis on utility regulation and energy efficiency. 

Louisiana, Mississippi, and Kentucky concentrated their legislative efforts on industrial water 
management and environmental health. These states introduced bills that address water quality and 
pollution control, recognizing the critical importance of maintaining clean and safe water for both industrial 
and public use. 

While there is some variation in focus across our region, common threads are environmental stewardship, 
energy efficiency, and diversification of resources. Each state is addressing these issues in ways that reflect 
their respective environmental and economic goals.

As Vice Chair, I advocate for our member’s continued collaboration in sharing knowledge and best 
practices, thereby driving innovation and effective policy-making to resolve energy and environmental 
issues.

Whether you are a fellow legislator who helped to pass a bill contained within this publication or you are 
simply interested in the legislative landscape of energy and environmental laws in the South, please review 
this year's Legislative Digest.

About Representative William E. "Bill" Sandifer, III, of South Carolina

Representative Bill Sandifer, serving Oconee County since 1994, is known for his conservative focus on job 
creation, education, efficient government, and strong families. Born on February 21, 1945, in Aiken, SC, 
he graduated from Seneca High School and the Cincinnati College of Mortuary Science before returning to 
Seneca to run Seneca Mortuary. Sandifer served his country for 20 years in the S.C. Army National Guard, 
retiring as a major.

Sandifer is the chairman of the SC House Labor, Commerce and Industry Committee, a role he's held since 
2008. He also serves as vice chairman of the Public Utility Review Committee and on the Review and 
Oversight Commission on the State Ports Authority. Sandifer represents South Carolina at the Southern 
Legislative Conference and has served as Treasurer and Vice Chair of the Southern States Energy Board. He 
is recognized as a leader in energy and environmental issues, bringing attention to South Carolina.



 Introduction | 3

Categories of Energy Legislation

Carbon Capture & Storage

This category collects the various measures affecting Carbon Capture & Storage studies, development, and 
deployment that are vital to ongoing decarbonization efforts. 

Critical Minerals & Rare Earth Elements

The topic of Critical Minerals & Rare Earth Elements covers all mining and refinement efforts for minerals 
required for the development of important technology, such as lithium-ion batteries for electric vehicles 
and rare earth elements necessary for the development of certain energy technologies like hydrogen power.

Cybersecurity & Digital Technology

The Cybersecurity & Digital Innovation category encompasses legislation related to cybersecurity, nascent 
computer technology, and increasingly robust artificial intelligence—all of which can have huge impacts 
related to grid security, energy efficiency, and solving problems specific to state and local governments as 
well as the energy industry. 

Efficiency & Weatherization

The category of Efficiency & Weatherization includes legislation pertaining to the development and 
promotion of energy efficient technologies and programs for buildings, homes, transportation, power 
systems, and industry as well as efforts to weatherize existing infrastructure, businesses, and homes. 

Emergency Management & Homeland Security

The Emergency Management and Homeland Security category addresses the role of state governments in 
response to natural or man-made emergencies involving critical energy infrastructure and supply. These 
emergencies may require intrastate, interstate, and/or national response and includes intentional acts of 
terrorism.

Fossil Energy

The category of Fossil Energy addresses regulations on all aspects concerning the production, generation, 
and regulation of natural gas, oil, petroleum, coal, and motor fuels.

Nuclear Energy

This topic covers various measures related to the study, funding, and development of nuclear energy 
technologies, including small modular nuclear reactors and the transport and storage of nuclear waste.

Renewable Energy

The category of Renewable Energy includes legislation related to the incentives, barriers, and costs 
associated with the development and implementation of green energy sources, such as wind, solar, biomass, 
hydroelectric, and geothermal power. 
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Reorganization & Coordination

Reorganization & Coordination is composed of legislation affecting the responsibilities or functions of 
existing state governmental agencies and departments that handle energy matters. Such legislation includes 
the creation of or changes in department responsibilities and the requirements regarding notice to or 
coordination of agencies.

Utilities

The category of Utilities focuses on legislation affecting water, gas, and electric services provided by utility 
and power companies. The legislation enacted deals with changes in rates, production, distribution, 
services, operations, ratemaking, and the location of utility services. 

Categories of Environmental Legislation

Coastal Zone Management

The category of Coastal Zone Management involves the preservation and enhancement of both offshore and 
onshore environments, including coastal landforms and marine ecosystems. Measures within this category 
include shore erosion controls, protection of aquatic vegetation and offshore reefs, and control of marine 
harvests.

Emergency Management & Homeland Security

The topic of Emergency Management and Homeland Security addresses the role of state governments in 
response to natural or man-made emergencies, which compromise environmental security and health. 
These emergencies may require intrastate, interstate and/or national response, and include intentional acts 
of terrorism.

Emissions & Pollution

The Emissions & Pollution category includes legislation addressing various pollutants and greenhouse gases 
released and emitted into the atmosphere. Specifically, measures in this category include air quality control 
and emission standards, as well as electric, hybrid, and alternative fuel vehicle-related measures given the 
low- to zero-emission nature of such transportation. 

Environmental Health & Justice

The category of Environmental Health & Justice includes measures enacted to discourage and prevent 
activities that disrupt life-support systems for humans and other species, damage wildlife and human 
health, and produce nuisances such as noise. It also collects measures concerning environmental justice, 
which commonly addresses historically distressed communities and the equitable treatment of all people.

Hazardous Waste

The Hazardous Waste section contains legislation on toxic substance management. The primary purpose 
of this legislation is to control the production, transportation, use, and disposal of toxic substances and 
wastes.
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Inland Water Quality & Management

The topic of Inland Water Quality & Management consists of legislation related to the conservation, 
permitting, management, and protection of inland water source. It also covers the management of 
stormwater, wastewater, sewage, and other related water quality issues. The category includes measures 
that provide for the capture and control of the water supply, management and protection of wetlands and 
watersheds, and the regulation of outdoor water activities such as fishing and boating.

Land Management

The category of Land Management incorporates legislation concerning the management and protection 
of public and private lands and ecosystems. Legislation in this category includes land and growth 
management, land reclamation and restoration activities, including brownfield mitigation, soil erosion, 
abatement and prevention, environmental covenants, forestry and timber harvesting, hunting regulations, 
and park management.

Reorganization & Coordination

Reorganization & Coordination is composed of legislation affecting the responsibilities and functions of 
existing state governmental agencies and departments that handle environmental matters. Such legislation 
includes the creation of or changes in department responsibilities and requirements regarding notice to or 
coordination of agencies.

Solid Waste

The category of Solid Waste captures legislation relating to the treatment, disposal, and/or recycling of 
refuse, scrap, chemical effluents, litter, and agricultural or industrial wastes. 

Legislation Prefixes
H | HB 	 House Bill	  
HCR 		 House Concurrent Resolution 
HJR 		  House Joint Resolution 
HR 		  House Resolution 

S | SB 	 Senate Bill 
SCR 		  Senate Concurrent Resolution 
SJR 		  Senate Joint Resolution 
SR 		  Senate Resolution
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Matrices and Graphs

The matrices and graphs on this and the following page illustrate energy and environmental legislative 
activity observed in SSEB member states and territories during this year’s legislative sessions. 

The bar charts show the collective number of bills enacted by category as percentages. 

2024 Energy Legislation Matrix

Categories AL AR FL GA KY LA MD MS MO NC OK PR SC TN TX VI VA WV

CCS    

CM/REE    

CS/DT        

E/W         

EM/HS      

FE          

NE    

RE       

R/C         

U                
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Categories AL AR FL GA KY LA MD MS MO NC OK PR SC TN TX VI VA WV

CZM     

EM/HS       

E/P        

EH/EJ             

HW  

IWQ/IWM             

LM         

R/C  

SW           

2024 Environmental Legislation Matrix
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NATIONAL
Notable Legislation

Colorado's HB1346 expands the authority of the Energy and Carbon Management Commission to include 
the regulation of injection and underground sequestration of carbon dioxide in pore space.

Vermont's H0289 requires that most retail electricity providers’ annual load be comprised of 100 percent 
renewable energy by January 1, 2030. 

Landmark Supreme Court Ruling | Loper Bright Enterprises v. Raimondo

In June, the Supreme Court ruled on Loper Bright Enterprises v. Raimonda and its companion case 
Relentless, Inc. v. Department of Commerce. The central question for the Court was whether it should 
overrule Chevron U.S.A., Inc. v. Natural Resources Defense Council, Inc. (colloquially known as the 
Chevron deference doctrine) or at least clarify that statutory omissions concerning controversial powers 
expressly but narrowly granted elsewhere in the statute does not constitute an ambiguity requiring 
deference to the agency.

In a 6-3 decision, the Court overturned the Chevron deference and ruled that the Administrative Procedure 
Act requires courts to exercise their independent judgment in deciding whether an agency has acted within 
its statutory authority, and courts may not defer to an agency interpretation of the law simply because a 
statute is ambiguous.

The ruling has massive implications for state autonomy, regulatory enforcement, and environmental 
and labor policies. States and the private sector may now find it easier to challenge federal regulations 
perceived as overly burdensome. However, such challenges may result in weakened federal protections and 
inconsistent regulatory enforcement between states.

Energy Legislation

Carbon Capture & Storage

Alaska
HB50 | Regulatory Agency and Carbon Capture on State Lands 
Sponsored by: Rules Committee

Empowers regulatory agencies to apply for Class VI underground injection control permitting primacy from 
the federal government and establishes a framework for the application, storage, and potential remediation 
of carbon capture on state lands.

The measure establishes several funds for the deposit of moneys generated from the program.
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Colorado
HB1346 | Expansion of Energy Commission Authority 
Sponsored by: McCormick, et al. 

Expands the authority of the Energy and Carbon Management Commission to include the regulation of 
activities performed for the purpose of engaging in the injection and underground sequestration of carbon 
dioxide in pore space (geologic storage operations).

The commission may:

•	 Reimpose any regulatory responsibility or financial assurance obligation imposed on a person that 
exercises the right to control the conduct of geologic storage operations (geologic storage operator) 
if the geologic storage operator makes a material misrepresentation or omission that causes the 
commission to approve a site closure; and 

•	 Assess and collect regulatory and permitting fees from geologic storage operators.

Prior law is changed by extending the deadline for the rulemaking to September 30, 2024, and requiring 
the evaluation of cumulative impacts to address impacts from all operations regulated by the commission. 
Wells drilled for the exclusive purpose of obtaining subsurface data or information to support operations 
are not subject to a cumulative impact analysis.

The director of the commission may hire and designate employees of the commission as administrative law 
judges who have the authority to administer proceedings on behalf of the commission.

The act changes the statute of limitations from one to three years after the discovery of the alleged violation 
and provides that the three-year statute of limitations period does not apply if information regarding the 
alleged violation is knowingly or willfully concealed by the alleged violator.

The act also expands the following energy and carbon management law areas to include geologic storage 
operations:

•	 Enforcement and civil penalty procedures; 

•	 Use of the energy and carbon management cash fund by the commission; 

•	 Mitigation of adverse environmental impacts by the commission or an operator; and 

•	 State agency and local government authority over oil and gas development.

The law further establishes that:

•	 Ownership of a portion of a pore space necessary for geologic storage (sequestration estate) is 
vested in the owner of the overlying surface estate if the sequestration estate has not been separately 
severed, conveyed, or reserved; 

•	 Any conveyance of the ownership of an overlying surface estate also conveys the grantor's ownership 
of any sequestration estate except in certain circumstances; and 

•	 A conveyance of the ownership of a mineral estate does not convey the grantor's ownership in the 
sequestration estate unless the conveyance instrument provides for the conveyance.

Upon application of any interested person, the commission must hold a hearing and enter an order 
providing for the formation of a unit of one or more geologic storage resources (geologic storage unit) if 
the commission finds that the geologic storage unit is reasonably necessary to effectuate a geologic storage 
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project. The order must include terms and conditions that are just and reasonable and establish a plan for 
operations of the geologic storage unit. An order is effective only if the plan has been approved by those 
persons that collectively own at least 75 percent of the geologic storage resources included in the geologic 
storage unit area (required approval) and the commission makes a finding in the order of the required 
approval.

The act also allows a local government to request that the director of the commission appoint a technical 
review board to assist the local government in analyzing and answering any technical questions regarding 
the local government's land use regulations.

Finally, the legislation requires the Department of Public Health and Environment to develop carbon 
dioxide accounting procedures for geologic storage operations. The commission must compile relevant 
data to support the carbon dioxide accounting procedures and work collaboratively with the department 
in implementing them. The commission and the department must also work collaboratively to address air 
emissions from geologic storage operations.

Illinois
SB1289 | SAFE CCS Act for Carbon Capture Regulation 
Sponsored by: Fine, et al.

Creates the Safety and Aid for the Environment in Carbon Capture and Sequestration Act (SAFE CCS Act). 

The legislation outlines provisions for the following: 

•	 Ownership and conveyance of pore space; 

•	 Integration and unitization of ownership interests; 

•	 Surface access for pore space owners; 

•	 Compensation for damages to the surface; and 

•	 Additional landowner rights. 

The act also amends the Illinois Emergency Management Act by requiring the Illinois Emergency 
Management Agency and Office of Homeland Security to obtain training services and support for local 
emergency services and agencies for training, exercises, and equipment related to carbon dioxide pipelines 
and sequestration.

The Public Utilities Act is amended to require, prior to any pipeline for the transportation of carbon dioxide 
becoming operational, the Illinois Fire Service Institute to develop and offer at least one course for first 
responders who respond when carbon dioxide is released from a pipeline or a sequestration facility. 

The measure provides that a provision related to entering upon, taking, or damaging private property for 
construction purposes by a public utility applies to the exercise of eminent domain powers by an owner or 
operator of a pipeline designed, constructed, and operated to transport and to sequester carbon dioxide to 
which the Illinois Commerce Commission has granted a certificate. It also establishes that the Common 
Carriers by Pipeline Article does not apply to a new carbon dioxide pipeline. 

It amends the Carbon Dioxide Transportation and Sequestration Act in order to declare that the Illinois 
Commerce Commission may grant an application for a certificate of authority authorizing the construction 
and operation of a carbon dioxide pipeline if, additionally, the applicant has applied for any and all other 
federal permits necessary to construct and operate a carbon dioxide pipeline, the applicant has held at least 
two prefiling public meetings to receive public comment concerning the proposed carbon dioxide pipeline 
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in each county where the pipeline is to be located, the applicant has directly contacted the owner of each 
parcel of land located within 2 miles of the proposed pipeline route, advising them of the proposed pipeline 
route and of the date and time of each public meeting to be held in the county in which each landowner's 
property is located, and the applicant has prepared and submitted a detailed emergency operations plan.

The bill prohibits the commission from issuing any certificate of authority until the Pipeline and Hazardous 
Materials Safety Administration has adopted final revisions to its pipeline safety rules and the commission 
has verified that the submitted application complies with those finalized rules. Any applicant granted a 
certificate of authority may, under certain circumstances, enter upon the property of any landowner who 
has refused permission for entrance upon that property. It further establishes that any person or entity 
granted a certificate of authority for the construction and operation of a carbon dioxide pipeline must be 
assessed an annual fee per pipeline system operated in the state, plus an additional fee per mile of carbon 
dioxide pipeline in length that is physically operated or proposed to be operated in the state. 

The legislation modifies the Environmental Protection Act by prohibiting a person from:

•	 Injecting any carbon dioxide stream produced by a carbon dioxide capture project into a Class II well 
or a Class VI well converted from a Class II well, for purposes of enhanced oil or gas recovery; 

•	 Selling or transporting concentrated carbon dioxide stream produced by a carbon dioxide capture 
project for use in enhanced oil or gas recovery; and 

•	 Operating a carbon sequestration activity in a manner that causes, threatens, or allows the release of 
carbon dioxide so as to tend to cause water pollution in the state. 

Finally, the act establishes the Carbon Sequestration Long-Term Trust Fund, the Water Resources Fund, 
the Environmental Justice Grant Fund, and the Carbon Dioxide Sequestration Administrative Fund.

Pennsylvania
SB831 | Carbon Capture and Sequestration Act 
Sponsored by: Yaw, Robinson, Stefano, and Vogel

Creates the Carbon Capture and Sequestration Act to establish the statutory framework for carbon dioxide 
capture, utilization, and sequestration in the state.

The measure authorizes carbon sequestration projects in the state for the purpose of injecting and storing 
CO2 into the pore space of an underground storage facility through at least one carbon dioxide injection 
well under a Underground Injection Control Class VI permit. Upon application to the Department of 
Environmental Protection, the storage operator must notify the surface property interest owners and 
subsurface property interest owners in the vicinity of the storage facility.

To operate a carbon sequestration project under this act, a storage operator must also design the project 
to isolate any existing or future production from the mineral, including coal or oil and gas estates, from 
the carbon dioxide plume. The storage operator must indicate whether the storage facility contains 
commercially valuable mineral, coal, or oil and gas estates. If it does, a permit may be issued only if the 
department is satisfied that these estates will not be adversely affected and have been addressed in an 
agreement with the subsurface property interest owners.

The legislation also establishes an associated Carbon Dioxide Storage Facility Fund that requires storage 
operators to pay to the department a fee on each ton of carbon dioxide injected for storage in an amount set 
by the Environmental Quality Board.
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Utah
HB0452 | Carbon Dioxide Storage Fund Creation 
Sponsored by: Chew and Hinkins

Repeals two existing funds and replaces the repealed funds with the Carbon Dioxide Storage Fund.

The measure outlines the Board of Oil, Gas, and Mining's authority to impose fees and deposit money into 
the fund, and it addresses the holding of title by the state of storage facilities including oversight of facilities 
used to store carbon dioxide after the board issues a certificate of project completion.

Washington
SB6058 | Carbon Markets Link 
Sponsored by: Nguyen, et al.

Facilitates the linkage of Washington's carbon market with the California-Quebec carbon market.

Wyoming
HB0032 | Injection Well and Sequestration Permitting 
Sponsored by: Minerals, Business, and Economic Development Committee

Eliminates provisions related to the issuance of draft carbon sequestration permits by the Department 
of Environmental Quality and specifies that permits can be issued that authorize the construction of an 
injection well and sequestration.

The act specifies that one of several purposes for geologic sequestration unitization is to facilitate the 
utilization of pore space for sequestration. It amends requirements for the application for a unitization 
order from the Wyoming Oil and Gas Conservation Commission and modifies the required findings that the 
commission must make before approving a unitization application.

The bill changes requirements for notice that must be given to adjacent landowners and pore space owners 
whose pore space may be included in a unit area under a unitization order, and it clarifies that unitization 
orders cannot diminish the dominance of a mineral estate and cannot prohibit a mineral owner from 
developing the owner's minerals.

Efficiency & Weatherization

Washington DC
PR25-0879 | Net Zero Energy for Large Residential Projects 
Sponsored by: White

Amends the Housing Production Trust Fund Act of 1988 to insert net zero energy requirements for large 
residential and mixed-use construction projects receiving local subsidies.

The bill also revises the Clean Energy DC Building Code Amendment Act of 2022 to require periodic 
reporting on the development of universal net zero energy building code regulations that applies to 
residential and mixed-use construction. It also modifies the Green Building Act of 2006 to remove the net 
zero energy compliance provisions inserted by the Greener Government Buildings Amendment Act of 2022 
that applies to residential and mixed-use projects.
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Fossil Energy

Illinois
HB4954 | Mine Rescue Station Certification 
Sponsored by: Johnson, et al.

Provides that the state's four mine rescue stations must be certified by the Mine Safety and Health 
Administration of the U.S. Department of Labor. 

The act establishes that recovery operations intended solely for the purpose of securing property are not 
covered under a provision concerning state mine rescue services and additional mine rescue services for the 
purpose of securing property are the responsibility of the operator of the property. 

According to the measure, mine rescue teams must be based out of each state mine rescue station to serve 
the Illinois coal industry as either a primary or secondary responder.

The bill also removes language providing that no person performing mine rescue services for a state mine 
rescue station and no operator of a mine whose employee participates as a member of a state mine rescue 
operation is liable in any civil action that arises under the laws of this state for damage or injury.

Ohio
SR121 | Support for Natural Gas Industry 
Sponsored by: Rulli, et al.

States that natural gas and its production industry is vital to Ohio's economic future and maintaining the 
position of the United States as the world's leading energy producer and urges continued investment in 
natural gas infrastructure to make affordable energy available to every Ohioan and protect Ohio's energy 
security and the energy security of the United States and our global allies.

Renewable Energy

Vermont
H0289 | Renewable Energy for Electricity Providers 
Sponsored by: Sheldon and Sibilia

Requires that most retail electricity providers’ annual load be comprised of 100 percent renewable energy 
by January 1, 2030. 

For GlobalFoundries and municipal providers, the deadline is January 1, 2035. The bill also increases the 
required amounts of distributed renewable generation, new renewable energy, and load growth renewable 
energy. Providers that cannot meet the requirements may instead make alternative compliance payments. 
Unless it meets strict efficiency and greenhouse gas reduction standards, the measure states that wood 
biomass electricity generation coming into service after January 1, 2023, does not count toward a provider’s 
renewable energy total. Under certain conditions, electricity generated by hydropower plants may count 
toward the distributed renewable generation or energy transformation requirement.

Washington
HB1948 | Renewable Energy and Load Calculations 
Sponsored by: Ybarra, et al. 

Ensures that methods for calculating the electric load of utilities under the Energy Independence Act do not 
have the unintended effect of discouraging voluntary investments in renewable power.
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Utilities

New Jersey
S1426 | Electric Vehicle Charging Depots Program 
Sponsored by: Singleton

Requires a request for proposal to establish a demonstration program to develop electric vehicle charging 
depots serviced by distributed energy resource charging centers for electric vehicle use.

Hawaii
SR156 | Regulation of Electric Utilities Post-Maui Wildfires 
Sponsored by: Cruz

Urges the Public Utilities Commission to comply with its statutory duty to investigate the causes of the 
August 2023 Maui wildfires and submit a report of its findings and recommendations, including any 
proposed legislation, to the Legislature no later than twenty days prior to the convening of the Regular 
Session of 2025.

The resolution further asks the commission to regulate each electric utility more proactively in the 
public interest and use its investigatory powers to examine the condition of each electric utility to ensure 
that essential electric utility services are delivered to consumers in a safe, reliable, economical, and 
environmentally sound manner. Each electric utility is asked to prepare, submit, and implement a robust 
and effective wildfire mitigation plan.

The commission also is urged to implement reliability standards and interconnection requirements 
for each electric utility and proactively direct each electric utility to implement a frequently reviewed, 
systematic, and recurring renewable energy procurement plan to replace aging fossil fuel power plant 
facilities and achieve the state's Renewable Portfolio Standards established by prior law. The plan must 
include distributed energy resource renewable generation, utility-scale resource renewable generation, and 
community-based renewable energy projects.

Utah
HB0241 | Clean Energy Definition Revision 
Sponsored by: Albrecht and Owens

Revises the definition of clean energy sources to include nuclear fuel, carbon capture and sequestration, and 
geothermal energy.

Washington
SB5919 | Biogenic Energy Sales by Public Utility Districts 
Sponsored by: King

Authorizes Public Utility Districts to sell to an end-use customer, or at wholesale, biogenic carbon dioxide 
and other marketable coproducts resulting from processing biogas from landfills, anaerobic digesters, and 
wastewater treatment facilities.

Wyoming
SF0042 | Low-Carbon Definition and Requirements 
Sponsored by: Minerals, Business and Economic Development Committee

Amends the definition of "low-carbon" and the low-carbon requirements to apply to public utilities that 
serve more than 10,000 Wyoming electric customers and specifies that the low-carbon standards must be 
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met through dispatchable and reliable low-carbon electricity from an existing coal-fired generation unit or 
an equivalent new coal-fueled generation unit. 

The deadline for utilities to comply with the low-carbon standards is extended from 2030 to 2033. 

The act also requires the Public Service Commission to promulgate rules that require each public utility to, 
beginning July 1, 2024, file an annual report with the commission outlining the steps the utility is taking 
to determine the market for carbon dioxide from electricity generation and to achieve the low-carbon 
generation standard. The annual report the commission must submit to the legislature is required to go to 
the Joint Minerals, Business, and Economic Development Interim Committee and the Joint Corporations, 
Elections, and Political Subdivisions Interim Committee.  

It also requires the commission to, not later than December 15, 2024, establish baseline standards to ensure 
adequate, reliable, and dispatchable power in Wyoming.

The measure prohibits rate recovery for the costs incurred in complying with low-carbon standards after 
the public utility has been authorized by the commission to collect these costs through base rates or another 
recovery mechanism.

The legislation also requires the Public Service Commission to promulgate rules to implement the act and 
directs the commission to amend deadlines for public utilities to submit final plans considering the changes 
to deadlines in the act.

Environmental Legislation

Emissions & Pollution

Alaska
SB67 | PFAS Ban in Firefighting Substances 
Sponsored by: Kiehl, et al.

Prohibits the use of firefighting substances containing per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS), except in 
specific cases such as oil and gas facilities unless safer alternatives are mandated by the state fire marshal.

Colorado
SB229 | NOx Emissions Reduction and Oil/Gas Regulation 
Sponsored by: Priola, et al.

Requires the Division of Administration in the Department of Public Health and Environment to propose 
rules to the Air Quality Control Commission to reduce certain emissions of nitrogen oxides (NOx) generated 
by upstream oil and gas operations in certain areas of the state by 50 percent by 2030 relative to 2017 NOx 
emission levels.

The measure also requires the division to prepare an annual air quality enforcement benchmark report to 
summarize the division's statewide enforcement actions, including civil penalties assessed, and it provides 
that a compliance order issued by the division may include, in addition to civil penalties, a requirement to 
perform one or more projects to reduce the potential for a recurrence of a violation.

The bill clarifies that the division has authority to impose civil penalties for violations of requirements 
related to toxic air contaminants, fenceline and community-based monitoring, and petroleum refinery 
emissions monitoring.
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The division is authorized by the act, in considering permit applications for new sources of NOx emissions 
in disproportionately impacted communities in an ozone nonattainment area, to consider more stringent 
methods of regulating the sources.

Further, the measure authorizes the director of the Energy and Carbon Management Commission (ECMC) 
to hire at least two community liaisons to serve as dedicated resources for disproportionately impacted 
communities, and it also authorizes funding of the community liaison positions from the energy and carbon 
management cash fund.

The legislation requires an oil and gas operator to obtain from the ECMC a permit as well as a license to 
conduct oil and gas operations, and it requires operators to take actions in accordance with ECMC rules to 
reduce certain emissions of NOx generated from oil and gas production and preproduction operations. The 
ECMC also is required, in consultation with the department, to adopt rules to require enhanced systems 
and practices to avoid, minimize, and mitigate emissions of ozone precursors from oil and gas operations at 
newly permitted oil and gas locations in certain parts of the state.

The bill limits a court's authority to postpone the effective date of an ECMC order suspending or revoking 
an operator's license to conduct oil and gas operations or a certificate of clearance, requiring the court 
to first consider various factors, including whether the moving party would face real, immediate, and 
irreparable injury if the effective date is not postponed and the effect that such postponement would have 
on the public interest. It also expands the ECMC's enforcement authority to include revoking an operator's 
license to conduct oil and gas operations and expands the types of violations that are subject to suspension 
of all of the operator's permits and certificates of clearance and the operator's license to conduct oil and gas 
operations to include violations resulting in a penalty of $1,000,000 or more; violations that cause a major 
adverse impact, as defined by the ECMC by rule; and violations that cause death or serious bodily injury.

Finally, the act expands the scope of the orphaned wells mitigation enterprise to help finance the plugging, 
reclamation, and remediation of marginal wells that are at the highest risk of becoming orphaned.

Hawaii
HB2390 | Utilities' Consideration of Lifecycle GHG Emissions 
Sponsored by: Saiki

Requires the Public Utilities Commission to explicitly consider the effect of the state's reliance on fossil 
fuels on lifecycle greenhouse gas emissions and gives the Public Utilities Commission the discretion to 
waive a lifecycle greenhouse gas emissions assessment for energy projects that do not involve combustion.

Ohio
SR296 | Opposition to Proposed EPA GHG Regulations 
Sponsored by: Reineke, et al.	

Urges the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency to withdraw its proposed regulations on greenhouse gas 
emissions and for the United States Congress to take action to prevent the regulations from taking effect.

Vermont
S0259 | Climate Superfund Cost Recovery Program 
Sponsored by: Watson, et al.

Establishes the Climate Superfund Cost Recovery Program at the Agency of Natural Resources (ANR). 

The purpose of the program is to hold parties responsible for covered greenhouse gas emissions between 
the covered period of January 1, 1995, and December 31, 2024, for the entity’s share of the state’s costs due 
to climate change.
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Responsible parties are defined as fossil fuel extractors or crude oil refiners that ANR attributes one billion 
metric tons or more of covered greenhouse gases during the covered period. Responsible parties are strictly 
liable for cost recovery payments to the state. 

According to the bill, an entity’s cost recovery payments must be the same ratio or share of the costs to the 
state from the emissions of covered greenhouse gas emissions as the entity’s ratio or share of the aggregate 
covered greenhouse gas emissions from fossil fuels during the covered period. 

The act requires the state treasurer to conduct an assessment of the costs to the state and its residents of the 
emissions of covered greenhouse gases during the covered period.

Washington
HB1368 | Zero-Emission School Bus Grant Program 
Sponsored by: Senn, et al.

Directs the Department of Ecology to administer a Zero-Emission School Bus Grant Program within the 
Clean Diesel Grant Program for buses, infrastructure, and other related costs. 

Grants are to transition from fossil-fuel school buses to zero-emission vehicle (ZEV) school buses and 
may be used for planning and acquisition of ZEV school buses, transportation, planning, design, and 
construction of fueling and charging infrastructure, the scrapping of old diesel school buses, and training 
for drivers, mechanics, and facility operations personnel.

Inland Water Quality & Management

Arizona
HB2628 | Repeal of UIC Definitions and Modifications to State Regulatory Authority 
Sponsored by: Griffin

Repeals applicability of federal definitions, contained in the federal Underground Injection Control (UIC) 
program of the Safe Drinking Water Act, to Arizona's UIC program.

The measure allows the Small Drinking Water Systems Fund to include federal monies, and it encourages 
the Arizona Department of Environmental Quality (ADEQ) to adopt rules to establish criteria for a public 
water system to opt out of the drinking water Monitoring Assistance Program. The act directs ADEQ to 
conduct additional sampling if a system triggers a detection limit set by the federal Safe Drinking Water 
Act.

The measure also expands the list of contaminants subject to monitoring to include those established 
by the Safe Drinking Water Act, and it modifies the method to determine if a fund surplus existed in the 
Monitoring Assistance Fund that would trigger reduced fees from participating public water systems for the 
subsequent year. 

Specific emissions tests for a vehicle, based on the model year and gross vehicle weight are outlined in 
the bill, and it includes a conditional enactment for statutes related to vehicle emissions testing program 
protocols and provides that those provisions will not take effect until the EPA approves Arizona's state 
implementation plan.

The act modifies definitions of closed solid waste facility and recycling facility for ADEQ solid waste 
programs, and it replaces references to conditionally exempt small generator waste with very small quantity 
generator waste. 

Finally, the measure authorizes the ADEQ director to allow disposal of waste tires in a landfill if the practice 
is part of the site’s solid waste facility plan. It allows disposal of whole tires, as part of a solid waste facility 
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ALABAMA
Notable Legislation

HB327 sets conditions for carbon dioxide storage facility approval by the State Oil and Gas Board and 
outlines the creation of two funds for administrative and long-term monitoring purposes.

SB 252 establishes the "Alabama Growth Alliance" as a public corporation, to coordinate the creation and 
maintenance of the state's long-range economic development strategy, governed by a fifteen-member 
board of public and private leaders serving without compensation.

 

Energy Legislation

Carbon Capture & Storage

HB327 | Geologic Storage and Pore Space 
Sponsored by: Baker

Defines "pore space" as rock formations that can store carbon dioxide and assigns ownership thereof to 
surface property owners.

The bill also sets conditions for carbon dioxide storage facility approval by the State Oil and Gas Board 
and outlines the creation of two funds for administrative and long-term monitoring purposes: the Carbon 
Dioxide Storage Facility Trust Fund and the Carbon Dioxide Storage Facility Administrative Fund.

The legislation also details the process for obtaining a certificate of project closure and completion and 
provides the state the authority to lease pore space for underground storage of carbon dioxide.

Cybersecurity & Digital Technology

SJR58 | Blockchain Study 
Sponsored by: Albritton, G.

Creates the Alabama Blockchain Study Commission to study blockchain technology and cryptocurrency and 
foster appropriate expansion of related industries in Alabama. 

Among other things, the commission must study how digital asset mining may impact Alabama's energy 
grid, and it must include the executive director of the Energy Institute of Alabama, or his or her designee, 
on its board.

Efficiency & Weatherization

HB198 | Residential Building Codes 
Sponsored by: Brown

Establishes an Alabama Residential Building Code and provides guidance, assistance, promotion, and 
support for code inspections of residential construction via an associated advisory council.

plan, if either the tires are used to form a layer immediately above the base liner of a new solid waste facility 
or the tires are buried with other waste at a depth of 50 feet or more.
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The Home Builders Licensure Board is granted the sole authority to adopt the Alabama Residential 
Building Code and the Alabama Residential Energy Code. The act requires the Alabama Residential Energy 
Code Advisory Council to valuate, assess, advise, and counsel the Alabama Commercial Energy Code 
Division on the Alabama Residential Building Code and Alabama Residential Energy Code and the impact 
of the codes upon the economy and the environment.

Emergency Management & Homeland Security

HB453 | Critical Infrastructure Protections 
Sponsored by: Mooney

Revises definitions related to the crime of unauthorized entry of a critical infrastructure.

Specifically, the bill redefines critical infrastructure as a system or asset, whether physical or virtual, so 
vital to the United States that the incapacity or destruction of the system or asset would have a debilitating 
impact on security, national economic security, national public health, or national public safety. 

The measure adds a polymer or rubber manufacturing facility and electrical power lines, power storage 
equipment, or other utility equipment to the list of critical infrastructure. It also amends references to 
natural gas or hydrocarbon storage to include a natural gas distribution facility, including, but not limited 
to, a pipeline interconnection, a city gate or town border station, a metering station, aboveground piping, 
and a regular station.

Reorganization & Coordination

HB358 | Workforce Development via Childcare Support 
Sponsored by: Daniels, A.	

Introduces an employer tax credit to encourage businesses to support childcare for their employees, with 
eligible expenses related to childcare facilities being partially reimbursed through tax credits. 

Additionally, the bill establishes a grant for nonprofit childcare providers to support the construction, 
expansion, improvement, repair, or operation of childcare facilities. This grant aims to increase the quality 
of care and capacity for children, thereby facilitating greater workforce participation.

SB247 | Workforce Development 
Sponsored by: Livingston

Renames the existing Alabama Department of Labor as the Alabama Department of Workforce (ADOW) 
and designates the head of the department as the Secretary of Workforce.

This bill also restructures the ADOW and increases its administrative and financial obligations by 
expanding the general functions and duties of the ADOW to include serving as the centralized data and 
information repository for the workforce development activities of the state, and administering and 
overseeing certain state and federal workforce development programs and entities currently administered 
and overseen by the Department of Commerce.

SB252 | Alabama Growth Alliance 
Sponsored by: Reed

Establishes the "Alabama Growth Alliance" as a public corporation, to coordinate the creation and 
maintenance of the state's long-range economic development strategy, governed by a fifteen-member board 
of public and private leaders serving without compensation.
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SB253 | Alabama Workforce Pathways Act 
Sponsored by: Chesteen

Establishes the Alabama Workforce Pathways Act in order to provide different pathways for earning a high 
school diploma based on future career paths. 

The State Board of Education and the State Department of Education are required to develop a curriculum 
for earning a Workforce Pathways diploma and to provide, subject to funding, for the refurbishing and 
construction of new career and technical education centers or K-12 students.

Utilities

SB50 | Appliance Restrictions 
Sponsored by: Allen

Prohibits a governmental entity from restricting the acquisition of appliances based solely on the type of 
energy used by the appliance.

SB122 | Electrical Contractors Board 
Sponsored by: Kelley

Provides a continuance for the Alabama Board of Electrical Contractors until October 1, 2026.

SB177 | Municipal Gas District Fees 
Sponsored by: Gudger

Increases the amount of the director's fees authorized to be paid to the members of the board of directors 
and the chair for each meeting of a municipal gas district incorporated by two or more municipalities.

Environmental Legislation

Coastal Zone Management

HB215 | Living Shorelines 
Sponsored by: Fidler

Declares that the Department of Conservation may permit residential coastal riparian owners to create 
living shorelines via dredging.

HJR291 | Coastal Insurance Study 
Sponsored by: Holk-Jones

Establishes the Alabama Coastal Commercial Insurance Joint Interim Study Commission to examine 
and review the current increases in the cost of wind insurance on coastal commercial and multifamily 
properties, the availability of wind insurance for coastal commercial and multifamily properties, current 
programs available to coastal commercial and multifamily properties, and other programs not currently 
utilized by coastal commercial and multifamily properties to reduce the burden and risk exposure while 
ensuring any proposed programs to assist with coastal commercial and multifamily properties are 
sustainable.
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Emergency Management & Homeland Security

SB39 | Dam Safety 
Sponsored by: Chambliss

Redefines what constitutes a dam within the state's jurisdiction, including specifying size and capacity.

The measure mandates the creation and implementation of emergency action plans for high-risk dams. 
These plans must detail the actions to be taken in case of a dam failure or other emergencies. 

The bill further specifies the responsibilities of dam owners regarding maintenance, safety measures, and 
reporting. Owners are required to comply with the set standards and report any potential issues.

Environmental Health & Justice

HB441 | Low-income Community Definition 
Sponsored by: Garrett

Provides the use of the federal definition of "low-income communities" under the New Markets Tax Credit 
as defined on January 1, 2015, or as otherwise provided thereafter, for eligible projects receiving incentives 
through the Growing Alabama Act, the Innovating Alabama Act, the Alabama Jobs Act, and Innovate 
Alabama.

ARKANSAS
Arkansas holds a fiscal session on even-numbered years and does not typically pass bills in the areas of 
energy and environment.

However, several energy and blockchain-related measures were passed this year.

Energy Legislation

Cybersecurity & Digital Technology

SB78 | Digital Asset Mining Ownership 
Sponsored by: Bryant, McClure, Irvin

Prohibits foreign ownership of a digital asset mining business.

HR1020 | Digital Asset Mining Security 
Sponsored by: Moore	

Declares that foreign nationals may not own or operate a digital asset mining business in the state in 
order to protect our state's security from foreign individuals or countries that may use large amounts of 
computing power on Arkansas soil to disrupt and attack Arkansas interests through ransomware, computer 
hacking, or an attack on Arkansas's electrical grid.

The bill also provides that a digital asset mining business or a business utilizing a blockchain network must 
utilize a soundproofing enclosure to ensure that the sound emitted by the digital asset mining business or 
the business utilizing a blockchain network does not exceed 40 decibels.
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A digital asset mining business or a business utilizing a blockchain network beginning operations on and 
after the effective date of the act may not utilize water to cool any equipment used as part of the operations 
of the digital asset mining business or the business utilizing a blockchain network, according to the 
measure.

SR14 | Blockchain and Digital Asset Mining Resources 
Sponsored by: King

Regulates the impact on water usage and the electric grid by blockchain networks and digital asset mining.

Specifically, the measure allows the Department of Natural Resources to monitor the impact of blockchain 
networks and digital asset mining on water usage and allow for the closure of blockchain networks or digital 
asset mining operations if water usage is excessive.

The act also allows the Public Service Commission to monitor the impact of blockchain networks and digital 
asset mining on the electric grid and to halt blockchain networks or digital asset mining operations if the 
electric grid is threatened.

SR11 | Digital Asset Mining Electrical Fees 
Sponsored by: King

Requires a digital asset mining business to pay a fee for extraordinary electrical energy usage.

Extraordinary energy usage and the associated fees are defined in the bill as: 

•	 $25,000 for each one megawatt (MW) to 2.49 MW of electrical energy in any given calendar month 
of the preceding calendar year;

•	 $50,000 for each 2.5 MW to 4.9921 MW of electrical energy in any given calendar month of the 
preceding calendar year;

•	 $75,000 for each 5 MW to 10 MW of electrical energy in any given calendar month of the preceding 
calendar year; and

•	 $100,000 for each use of more than 10 MW of electrical energy in any given calendar month of the 
preceding calendar year.

Environmental Legislation

Emissions & Pollution

HR1021 / SR29 | Trade Policy 
Sponsored by: Carr; Wallace

Encourages the U.S. Congress to enact trade policy that supports domestic businesses and workers while 
penalizing global polluters.
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FLORIDA
Notable Legislation

H0275 creates new criminal offenses involving critical infrastructure such as knowingly and intentionally 
improperly tampering with critical infrastructure that results in damage to such critical infrastructure.

H1645 provides an updated statement of legislative intent concerning the state’s energy policy and 
establishes a list of specific, fundamental policy goals to guide the state’s energy policy. 

Energy Legislation

Cybersecurity & Digital Technology

H1555 | Cyber Florida 
Sponsored by: Commerce Committee, et al.

Provides that the Florida Center for Cybersecurity at the University of South Florida may be referred to as 
“Cyber Florida” and revises its mission and goals. 

The bill adds the following new mission: conduct, fund, and facilitate research and applied science that 
leads to the creation of new technologies and software packages that have military and civilian applications 
and which can be transferred for military and homeland defense purposes or for sale or use in the private 
sector.

Additionally, the bill provides that if Cyber Florida receives a request for assistance from the Department of 
Management Services, the Florida Digital Service, or another state agency, Cyber Florida is authorized, but 
may not be compelled by the agency, to conduct, consult on, or otherwise assist any state-funded initiatives 
related to:

•	 Cybersecurity training, professional development, and education for state and local government 
employees, including school districts and the judicial branch; and

•	 Increasing the cybersecurity effectiveness of the state’s and local governments’ technology platforms 
and infrastructure, including school districts and the judicial branch.

Efficiency & Weatherization

H1029 | My Safe Florida Condo Pilot 
Sponsored by: Commerce Committee, et al.

Establishes within Department of Financial Services (DFS) the My Safe Florida Condominium Pilot 
Program with the intent that the program provides licensed inspectors to perform inspections for and 
grants to eligible associations as funding allows. 

Under the program, DFS must provide fiscal accountability, contract management, and strategic leadership. 
The grants are matched on the basis of $1 provided by the association for every $2 provided by the 
program. Grant awards are limited to 50 percent of the cost of a project and a maximum of $175,000 
per association. The program must be implemented pursuant to appropriations and is subject to annual 
legislative appropriations thereafter.
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The bill provides to condominium associations a program similar to that of the My Safe Florida Home 
Program in regard to requirements for participation, hurricane mitigation inspectors and inspections, 
eligibility for mitigation grants, contract management by DFS, and required annual reports.

S770 | Qualifying Improvements Under PACE 
Sponsored by: Fiscal Policy, et al.

Amends the definition of “qualifying improvements” to expand the universe of the types of projects a local 
government’s Property Assessed Clean Energy (PACE) program may finance.

The bill adds the following three new categories of qualifying improvements:

•	 Wastewater treatment improvements;

•	 Flood and water damage mitigation; and

•	 Resiliency improvements.

Subject to a local government ordinance or resolution authorizing a local government to offer a qualifying 
improvement program for residential or commercial property in that county or municipality, a residential 
or commercial property owner located in that county or municipality may apply to the appropriate 
qualifying improvement program for PACE financing. 

A financing agreement for residential property may not be approved unless determinations have been made 
that:

•	 All property taxes and other assessments are current and have not been delinquent for the preceding 
3 years or the owner’s period of ownership, if less than 3 years;

•	 There are no involuntary liens, including construction liens on the property;

•	 There are no notices of default or other evidence of property-based debt delinquency recorded in the 
preceding 3 years;

•	 The property owner is current on all mortgage debt on the property;

•	 The property is within the geographical boundary of the applicable qualifying improvement program;

•	 The term of the financing agreement does not exceed the useful life of the qualifying improvement, or 
for multiple improvements does not exceed the lesser of 30 years or the weighted average estimated 
useful life of improvements;

•	 The property is not subject to an existing home equity conversion mortgage or reverse mortgage 
product, or is not currently a residential property gifted to a homeowner by a non-profit entity;

•	 The property owner is not currently in bankruptcy;

•	 For solar energy improvements, the property owner has obtained estimates from at least two 
unaffiliated, competitive entities; and

•	 The owner has been asked if they have obtained or sought to obtain additional qualifying 
improvements on the same property which have not been recorded. 

Similarly, for commercial property, an agreement may not be approved unless:

•	 All property taxes and other assessments levied on the same bill as the property taxes are current;

•	 There are no involuntary liens greater than $10,000, including construction liens, on the property;
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•	 No notices of default or other evidence of property-based debt delinquency have been recorded and 
not released during the preceding 3 years or the property owner’s period of ownership if less than 3 
years; and

•	 The property owner is current on all mortgage debt on the property.

S7028 | Mitigation Grants and Inspections 
Sponsored by: Fiscal Policy, et al.

Modifies the My Safe Florida Home (MSFH) Program to allow a subsequent application for a mitigation 
inspection or mitigation grant if corrections were made to the application or home. 

The measure also provides that an applicant meeting the requirements for a mitigation inspection may 
receive an inspection even if the applicant is not eligible for a mitigation grant or the applicant does not 
apply for such grant, and it requires the homeowner to agree to provide information received from the 
homeowner’s insurer identifying the premium discounts realized by the homeowner due to the mitigation 
improvements funded through the program.

The act also revises provisions regarding the distribution of the MSFH program brochure, which provides 
information on the benefits to homeowners of residential hurricane damage mitigation.

Emergency Management & Homeland Security

H0275 | Critical Infrastructure Protections 
Sponsored by: Energy, Communications & Cybersecurity Subcommittee, et al.

Creates new criminal offenses involving critical infrastructure such as knowingly and intentionally 
improperly tampering with critical infrastructure that results in damage to such critical infrastructure that 
is $200 or more, or results in the interruption or impairment of the function of critical infrastructure which 
costs $200 or more in labor and supplies to restore, punishable as a second degree felony.

The measure also outlines three other offenses: 

•	 Trespassing on critical infrastructure as to which notice against entering or remaining in is given, 
punishable as a third-degree felony;

•	 Accessing a computer, computer system, computer network, or electronic device owned, operated, 
or used by a critical infrastructure entity without authorization, punishable as a third-degree felony; 
and

•	 Physically tampering with or inserting a computer contaminant into a computer, computer system, 
computer network, or electronic device that causes a disruption in any service delivered by a critical 
infrastructure entity, punishable as a second-degree felony. 

The bill defines “critical infrastructure” to mean any linear asset, or any of the following for which the 
owner or operator thereof has employed measures designed to exclude unauthorized persons, including, 
but not limited to, fences, barriers, guard posts, or signs prohibiting trespass:

•	 An electric power generation, transmission, or distribution facility, or a substation, a switching 
station, or an electrical control center;

•	 A chemical or rubber manufacturing or storage facility or a mining facility;

•	 A natural gas or compressed gas compressor station or storage facility;
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•	 A gas processing plant, including a plant used in the processing, treatment, or fractionation of 
natural gas;

•	 A liquid natural gas or propane gas terminal or storage facility with a capacity of 4,000 gallons or 
more;

•	 A wireless or wired communications facility, including the tower, antennae, support structures, and 
related equipment;

•	 A water intake structure, water treatment facility, wastewater treatment plant, pump station, or lift 
station;

•	 A seaport, an airport, or spaceport territory;

•	 A railroad switching yard, trucking terminal, or other freight transportation facility;

•	 A transmission facility used by a federally licensed radio or television station;

•	 A military base or facility or a civilian defense industrial base conducting research and development 
of military weapons systems, subsystems, components, or parts; and

•	 A dam or other specified water control structures that are designed to maintain or control the level of 
navigable waterways.

According to the measure, a person who is found in a civil action to have improperly tampered with critical 
infrastructure based on a conviction is civilly liable to the owner or operator in an amount equal to three 
times the amount of the actual damage sustained by the owner or operator or three times any claim the 
owner or operator was required to pay, whichever is greater, for any personal injury, wrongful death, or 
property damage caused by the act.

Fossil Energy

S366 | Gas Safety Civil Penalties 
Sponsored by: Appropriations Committee, et al.

Revises the maximum civil penalties for violations of Florida’s Gas Safety Law to be substantially similar to 
the maximum penalties provided under federal pipeline safety regulations. 

The bill sets the state maximum penalties, until June 30, 2025, to be $266,015 (increased from $25,000) 
for each violation for each day such violation persists, and $2,660,135, in aggregate, (up from $500,000) 
for any related series of violations. It also authorizes the Public Service Commission to review the penalties 
established on an annual basis and revise as necessary in order to maintain its certification with the federal 
Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration.

S998 | Liquefied Petroleum Provisions 
Sponsored by: Fiscal Policy, et al.	

Provides that a category I liquefied petroleum (LP) gas dealer license must include one licensed location, 
and may include up to two remote bulk storage, and that remote bulk storage locations must be located 
within 75 miles of the licensed location and included in the category I LP gas dealer license application.

The measure specifies that a competency exam must be completed within 90 days after the application has 
been accepted by the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services (DACS).

The act also requires that category I or category V qualifiers must have one year of verifiable LP gas 
experience and that a person may not act as a master qualifier for more than one licensee.



 Florida  -  Energy Legislation | 27

The bill further empowers DACS to revoke the license of a qualifier or master qualifier who demonstrates 
a lack of trustworthiness, and it gives DACS the authority to condemn unsafe equipment and issue an 
immediate final order requiring the immediate removal of LP gas deemed a threat to public health.

LP gas technicians are required to provide their name and qualifier number on all work orders. The 
measure prohibits anyone other than those authorized from adding or removing gas from a customer’s tank 
and gives DACS the authority to adopt rules to provide exceptions for emergencies.

Utilities

H1645 | State Energy Policy 
Sponsored by: Energy, Communications & Cybersecurity Subcommittee, et al.

Provides an updated statement of legislative intent concerning the state’s energy policy and establishes a 
list of specific, fundamental policy goals to guide the state’s energy policy.

The measure updates energy policy statements in current law and the duties of the Department of 
Agriculture and Consumer Services to be consistent with the state’s energy policy goals, and it requires the 
Public Service Commission (PSC) to determine, upon notice by a public utility, whether an off-schedule 
power plant retirement is prudent and consistent with the state’s energy policy goals.

Rural electric cooperatives and municipal electric utilities are required to have at least one mutual aid 
agreement with another electric utility for purposes of restoring power after a natural disaster.

The measure increases the minimum length of an intrastate natural gas pipeline that requires certification 
under the Natural Gas Transmission Pipeline Siting Act from 15 miles to 100 miles. It also defines the term 
“gross capacity” for purposes of the Florida Electrical Power Plant Siting Act. The bill provides that certain 
“resiliency facilities” owned and operated by a public utility that deploy natural gas reserves for temporary 
use during a system outage or natural disaster are a permitted use in certain land use categories and 
districts, subject to setback and landscape criteria for other similar uses.

The bill allows for the recovery of certain facility relocation costs incurred by a natural gas utility through a 
charge separate from the utility’s base rates.

It prohibits the construction or expansion of offshore wind energy facilities and certain wind turbines 
located on real property within a mile of the state’s coastline or intracoastal waterways or on waters of the 
state.

The PSC is required to develop a plan to conduct an assessment of the security and resiliency of the state's 
electric grid and natural gas facilities against both physical threats and cyber threats.

The measure allows the PSC to approve utility programs for electric vehicle charging under certain 
conditions, and it repeals the Renewable Energy and Energy-Efficient Technologies Grant Program, Florida 
Green Government Grants, the Energy Economic Zone Pilot Program, and Qualified Energy Conservation 
Bonds provisions.

The act prohibits community development districts and homeowners’ associations from prohibiting certain 
types or fuel sources of energy production and appliances that use such fuels.

Finally, the legislation requires the PSC to study and evaluate the technical and economic feasibility of using 
advanced nuclear power technologies and to submit a report of its findings and recommendations, and it 
requires the Department of Transportation to study and evaluate the potential development of hydrogen 
fueling infrastructure to support hydrogen-powered vehicles on the state highway system.
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S364 | Public Service Commission Trust and Regulatory Fees 
Sponsored by: Collins

Declares that rules may be adopted by the Florida Public Service Commission regarding the Florida Public 
Service Regulatory Trust Fund and the regulatory assessment fees charged to utilities in Florida.

S7006 | Utility Public Records 
Sponsored by: Governmental Oversight and Accountability, et al.

Exempts from public record requirements information related to the security of certain technology, 
processes, practices, information technology systems, industrial control technology systems, and 
customer meter-derived data and billing information held by a utility owned or operated by a unit of local 
government.

The measure also provides an exemption from public meeting requirements for meetings held by a utility 
owned or operated by a unit of local government which would reveal certain private information.

Environmental Legislation

Coastal Zone Management

H437 | Biscayne Bay Anchoring 
Sponsored by: Infrastructure Strategies Committee, et al.

Expands the sections of Biscayne Bay in Miami-Dade County that are designated as anchoring limitation 
areas.

Specifically, the bill designates the sections of Biscayne Bay lying between Palm Island and State Road A1A 
and between San Marino Island and Di Lido Island as anchoring limitation areas.	

H1565 | Red Tide Mitigation 
Sponsored by: Infrastructure Strategies Committee, et al.

Eliminates the expiration date of the Florida Red Tide Mitigation and Technology Development Initiative.

The bill requires the initiative to, upon successful completion of science-based laboratory testing of harmful 
algal bloom (HAB) prevention, control, mitigation, and technologies, develop recommendations for field 
trial deployment in state waters of those technologies. The initiative is required to submit a report on 
its findings and recommendations to the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP), the Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation Commission, the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, and other state 
agencies with regulatory oversight of field trial deployment of the technologies in state waters.

The measure requires DEP to: 

•	 Evaluate the technologies and identify all existing state permits Mote Marine Laboratory & Aquarium 
(Mote) may use to deploy and test the technologies in state waters; 

•	 Submit its evaluation to Mote within 60 days after receipt of the report; and 

•	 Amend its regulatory or permitting processes to ensure the timely deployment of any red tide or 
similar HAB technologies recommended by the initiative if DEP determines existing state permits 
may not be used.
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Emergency Management & Homeland Security

H1503 | Flood Insurance 
Sponsored by: Commerce Committee, et al.

Requires Citizens Property Insurance Corporation policyholders who must purchase flood insurance as a 
condition of eligibility for coverage to purchase only dwelling coverage for a flood loss rather than dwelling 
and contents coverage.

H1567 | Emergency Management Standards 
Sponsored by: State Affairs Committee, et al.	

Creates minimum education, experience, and training standards for all county emergency management 
directors. 

All county directors must have at least 50 hours of training in specified fields or a bachelor’s degree. 
County directors must also have at least four years of verifiable experience in comprehensive emergency 
management services with direct supervisory responsibility for responding to at least one emergency or 
disaster. A master’s degree in certain fields may be substituted for two years of the required experience 
but not for the required supervisory experience. Alternatively, a valid accreditation as a Certified Master 
Exercise Practitioner, a Certified Emergency Manager, or a Florida Professional Emergency Manager may 
substitute for the required experience, but the accreditation must be kept in good standing until the actual 
time and experience requirement are satisfied. 

The bill further requires a county director to complete 150 hours of comprehensive emergency management 
training, including specific courses offered by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) through 
the Emergency Management Institute or equivalent courses established by FEMA.

County emergency management directors have until June 30, 2026, to meet the new criteria, according to 
the measure.

Emissions & Pollution

S800 | Pollution Accountability 
Sponsored by: Rodriguez	

Urges Congress to support solutions that examine the pollution differential between United States 
production and that of other countries and to hold such foreign polluters accountable for pollution.

Inland Water Quality & Management

H1049 | Flood Disclosure 
Sponsored by: Judiciary Committee, et al.

Requires a seller of residential real property to complete and provide a disclosure form relating to flooding 
to a purchaser at or before the time the sales contract is executed.

H1557 | Reclaimed Water Reuse 
Sponsored by: Infrastructure Strategies Committee, et al.

Requires all water management districts, in coordination with the Department of Environmental Protection 
(DEP), to develop rules by December 31, 2025, that promote the reuse of reclaimed water.

The measure requires DEP to coordinate with the chief resilience officer as well as the Florida Flood Hub 
for Applied Research and Innovation (Florida Flood Hub) in developing and maintaining the sea level 
rise data set and in updating the comprehensive statewide flood vulnerability and sea level rise data set, 
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and requires that the assessment be updated at least every 5 years. The chief science officer is required to 
coordinate with the chief resilience officer and the Florida Flood Hub when developing statewide sea level 
rise projections.

The legislation also clarifies that the legislature intends that the transfer of the regulation of the Onsite 
Sewage Program from the Department of Health (DOH) to DEP be completed in a phased approach. 
Before the phased transfer, DEP must coordinate with DOH to identify equipment and vehicles that were 
previously used to carry out the program in each county and that are no longer needed for such purpose. 
The measure further requires DOH to transfer the agreed-upon equipment and vehicles to DEP to the 
extent that each county agrees to relinquish ownership of such equipment and vehicles to DOH.

Further, the bill requires DEP to adopt rules establishing and implementing a program of general permits 
for certain onsite sewage treatment and disposal systems (OSTDSs), and it requires DEP to establish an 
enhanced nutrient-reducing OSTDS approval program that will expeditiously evaluate and approve such 
systems for use in the state.

Finally, the measure requires that the annual report submitted by DEP regarding the Water Quality 
Improvement Grant Program must also include a status report on each project funded since 2021, and it 
directs DEP to create a water quality dashboard.

S1136 | Water Well Management 
Sponsored by: Rules Committee, et al.

Revises the qualification requirements a person must meet to take the water well contractor licensure 
examination.

The bill requires an applicant to have at least two years of experience in constructing, repairing, or 
abandoning water wells specifically permitted in Florida.

The act also authorizes an authority to whom a water management district has delegated enforcement 
powers to consistently apply disciplinary guideline rules relating to wells.

The legislation includes business entities as possible violators of certain unlawful acts relating to wells, and 
it adds that it is unlawful to advertise water well drilling or construction services if the business entity is not 
owned by a licensed water well contractor or does not employ a full-time water well contractor.

Finally, the bill provides that the onsite sewage treatment and disposal system (OSTDS) variance review 
and advisory committee is not responsible for water well permitting. However, the committee must 
consider all requirements of law related to OSTDSs when making recommendations on variance requests 
for OSTDS permits.

S1532 | Water Quality Enhancement Credits 
Sponsored by: Rules Committee

Expands the water quality enhancement credit program to allow private entities to purchase credits.

The bill provides that water quality enhancement credits may be sold to governmental entities seeking to 
meet an assigned basin management action plan allocation or reasonable assurance plan or to private or 
governmental applicants for the purpose of achieving net improvement or meeting environmental resource 
permit performance standards.
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S7040 | Stormwater Rules 
Sponsored by: Appropriations Committee, et al.

Ratifies the Department of Environmental Protection’s (DEP) revisions to the stormwater rules within the 
Florida Administrative Code.

The law includes several code changes, including:

•	 Providing that entities implementing stormwater best management practices also regulated under 
different provisions of law are not subject to duplicate inspections for the same practices;

•	 Allowing alternative treatment standards for redevelopment projects in areas with impaired waters;

•	 Providing that a stormwater management system is presumed to not violate state water quality 
standards if an applicant demonstrates its designs and plans meet performance standards and has 
met other requirements under the revised rules; and

•	 Allowing an applicant to demonstrate compliance with the rule’s performance standards by providing 
reasonable assurance through modeling, calculations, and supporting documentation that satisfy the 
provisions of the revised rules.

Land Management

S1638 | Land Management and Water Quality Improvement Grant Program Funds 
Sponsored by: Fiscal Policy, et al.

Requires the Land Management Uniform Accounting Council to recommend the most efficient use of land 
management funds provided to state agencies and submit its recommendation to the Executive Office of the 
Governor, the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of Representatives by January 3, 2027.

The measure also appropriates $5 million to the Department of Environmental Protection to coordinate 
with the Water School at Florida Gulf Coast University to conduct a study to identify and analyze potential 
regional projects that meet the eligibility requirements of the Water Quality Improvement Grant Program. 
It also directs the South Florida Water Management District to enter into a contract with the Water School 
and Florida Gulf Coast University to conduct a study of the health and ecosystem of Lake Okeechobee.

Solid Waste

H321 | Balloon Release 
Sponsored by: Agriculture, Conservation & Resiliency Subcommittee, et al.

Revises the penalties for intentionally releasing balloons by specifying that a person commits littering if 
they intentionally release, organize the release of, or intentionally cause to be released balloons inflated 
with a gas that is lighter than air. 

The bill specifies that a person who is six years of age or younger and who intentionally releases, organizes 
the release of, or intentionally causes the release of a balloon does not commit a noncriminal littering 
infraction and is not subject to penalties.
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GEORGIA
Notable Legislation

HB1478 creates the Mid-State Energy Authority as an institution to promote projects that benefit its 
member region, including, without limitation, acquiring an adequate source or sources of natural gas and 
thereafter the distribution of same to the natural gas systems of current and future customers.

HB206 authorizes development authorities to finance certain improvements such as energy efficiency, 
water conservation, renewable energy, and resiliency improvements. 

Energy Legislation

Efficiency & Weatherization

HB206 | Efficiency, Energy, Conservation, and Resiliency Improvements 
Sponsored by: Sainz, et al.	

Authorizes development authorities to finance certain improvements such as energy efficiency, water 
conservation, renewable energy, and resiliency improvements. 

The bill provides these authorities with expanded powers and defines financial obligations related to 
these improvements. Specifically, it allows cities and counties to work with development authorities 
to impose special assessments on qualifying commercial properties. These assessments help finance 
the aforementioned improvements and ensure their repayment. The bill establishes that these special 
assessments will have lien status, meaning they take priority over other types of debt and must be repaid 
first.

HB279 | Wind Resistant Property 
Sponsored by: Gambill, et al.

Provides for an insurance premium discount or rate reduction for property owners who build a new 
residential or commercial property or who retrofit an existing residential or commercial property located in 
the state that better resists tornado, hurricane, or other catastrophic windstorm events.

Renewable Energy

HB300 | Solar Facility Agreements 
Sponsored by: Kelley, et al.

Declares that solar power facility agreements must establish that the grantee is responsible for removing 
the grantee's solar power facilities from the landowner's property upon the termination of the lease and 
that the grantee must, in accordance with any other applicable laws or regulations, safely clear, clean, 
and remove from the property all grantee-owned solar energy devices and all grantee-owned equipment, 
personal property, and improvements used to support such devices.

SR786 | Forest Innovation Study 
Sponsored by: Kennedy, et al. 

Creates the Senate Advancing Forest Innovation in Georgia Study Committee to examine how the state 
might leverage its forest products to fill critical needs in aviation fuel, energy generation, manufacturing, 
and other areas.
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Utilities

HB1033 | Utility Worker Protection 
Sponsored by: Leverett, et al.

Establishes enhanced penalties for simple assault, aggravated assault, simple battery, battery, and 
aggravated battery committed upon utility workers in certain circumstances.

HB1478 | Mid-State Energy Authority 
Sponsored by: Blackmon, et al.

Creates the Mid-State Energy Authority as an institution to promote projects that benefit its member 
region, including, without limitation, acquiring an adequate source or sources of natural gas and thereafter 
the distribution of same to the natural gas systems of current and future customers.

HR1113 | Easement Provisions 
Sponsored by: Dunahoo, Greene, and Harbison

Authorizes the granting of nonexclusive easements for the construction, installation, operation, and 
maintenance of facilities, utilities, roads, and ingresses and egresses in, on, over, under, upon, across, or 
through property owned by the State of Georgia in Appling, Barrow, Clarke, Colquitt, Cobb, Dade, Douglas, 
Fulton, Laurens, Newton, Paulding, Stewart, Sumter, Tattnall, Telfair, Troup, and Walton Counties.

SB422 | Gas Affiliate Investments 
Sponsored by: Dixon, et al.

Modifies the percentage limitation as to the amount of the investments an electric membership corporation 
may make and maintain in a gas affiliate from 15 to 25 percent.

Environmental Legislation 

Environmental Health & Justice

HB244 | Bobcat and Fox Hunting 
Sponsored by: Petrea, et al.

Amends hunting law such that bobcat and fox may be hunted using recorded calls or sounds.

The measure also provides that upon the first such violation and conviction, a harvester permit may not 
be revoked if the harvester satisfactorily completes the retraining specified by the Department of Natural 
Resources in accordance with the requirements of the National Shellfish Sanitation Program.

Inland Water Quality & Management

HB1146 | Water Permitting 
Sponsored by: Stephens, Hitchens, Petrea, and Watson

Requires the Environmental Protection Division of the Department of Natural Resources to issue water 
permits to private companies in areas where no public service can be provided within a period of 12 months.
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Land Management

HB1223 | Soil Amendments 
Sponsored by: Leverett, et al.

Adds a violation to the Soil Amendment Act of 1976 that prohibits the application or distribution of a soil 
amendment on a site, or on a separate site that has close geographic proximity to and is operationally 
connected with the underlying site in certain circumstances.

Specifically, it is considered a violation when: 

•	 The owner of such site or the person who has applied or distributed a soil amendment on such 
site is subject to a consent order, enforcement action, or ongoing investigation by the department 
or the Environmental Protection Division of the Department of Natural Resources, including, 
but not limited to, actions regarding the contamination of surface water, ground water, or soil 
contamination, and such consent order, enforcement action or ongoing investigation has not been 
withdrawn or resolved to the satisfaction of the issuing agency with respect to such site;

•	 A notice of violation has been issued by the Environmental Protection Division of the Department of 
Natural Resources or the department; and 

•	 The department has notified the owner of such site and the person who has applied or distributed a 
soil amendment on such site that application of soil amendments on such site must cease.

SR470 | Farmland Protection 
Sponsored by: Hickman

Creates the Senate Study Committee on the Preservation of Georgia's Farmlands in order to evaluate 
farmland protection measures implemented in other agricultural states and seek the advice of experts 
in agricultural economics, tax policy, land management, economic development, environmental law and 
policy, and other disciplines in considering additional measures that may be necessary and appropriate for 
Georgia.
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KENTUCKY
Notable Legislation

SB198 establishes the Nuclear Energy Development Authority as a nonregulatory agency to facilitate 
nuclear energy development and requires the Cabinet for Economic Development to establish a financial 
assistance program to support the nuclear energy ecosystem.

SB349 establishes the Energy Planning and Inventory Commission, attaching it administratively to the 
University of Kentucky Center for Applied Energy Research (UK CAER). 

Energy Legislation

Efficiency & Weatherization

HB256 | Fortified Construction 
Sponsored by: Pollock

Establishes the Strengthen Kentucky Homes Program, which will provide financial grants to assist in 
reducing losses due to catastrophic wind and hail events with fortified construction standards. 

The bill also requires property insurance companies to provide premium discounts for properties that have 
received a qualifying certificate of compliance with such standards.

Fossil Energy

HB581 | Retain Filling Station Zoning 
Sponsored by: Upchurch, et al.

Prohibits local governments from using the zoning process or adopting any measure to prohibit or restrict 
the ability of a retail filling station from locating in areas in which similar businesses may locate, to 
discriminate against the use or location of a retail filling station, or to treat retail filling stations differently 
from electric vehicle charging stations.

The measure also allows restrictions on retail filling stations, provided they are similar to those for other 
businesses, do not prohibit their operation, and are not in conflict with state or federal law.

Nuclear Energy

SB198 | Nuclear Energy Development Authority and Financial Assistance 
Sponsored by: Carroll

Requires the Cabinet for Economic Development to establish a financial assistance program to support the 
nuclear energy ecosystem.

The bill establishes the Kentucky Nuclear Energy Development Authority, tasked with being the state’s 
nonregulatory agency on nuclear issues, facilitating nuclear energy development.

The authority is also required to work with communities transitioning from fossil fuels, strengthen federal 
engagement, and collaborate with national labs and private companies on nuclear technology. It must 
propose bylaws, adopt a strategic plan, and create a biennial nuclear energy economic impact analysis, 
reporting to the Governor and Legislative Research Commission annually starting December 1, 2025. 
Finally, the Authority is to develop criteria for a nuclear-ready community designation.
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SJR140 | Nuclear Regulatory Duties 
Sponsored by: Carroll

Directs the Public Service Commission to make all staffing, organizational, and administrative preparations 
necessary to be ready to discharge its regulatory duties relating to applications for the siting and 
construction of nuclear energy facilities, including but not limited to conducting a survey of nuclear 
regulatory staff in other states, contracting with personnel with expertise in nuclear regulatory matters to 
be available to assist immediately with any nuclear siting or construction applications that may be filed 
with the commission, providing for the training of existing staff on nuclear siting and construction issues, 
amending the administrative regulations promulgated by the commission to require that electric utilities 
consider all generation resources, including nuclear resources, when developing their triennial integrated 
resource plans, and reviewing all other administrative regulations promulgated by the commission to 
ensure that there are no impediments to the effective regulation of nuclear facilities or any obstructions to 
the development of the nuclear ecosystem within the state.

Reorganization & Coordination

SB229 | Blockchain Technology Working Group and Kentucky Infrastructure Authority Membership 
Sponsored by: Wilson, Mills, and Thayer

Replaces the member serving on the Blockchain Technology Working Group representing the Kentucky 
Municipal Utilities Association with a member representing municipal utilities and designated by the 
Kentucky League of Cities.

The measure also increases from $20,000 to $40,000 the maximum that a superintendent employed by 
an electric plant board contracting with the Tennessee Valley Authority may spend on behalf of the board 
without board approval.

Finally, the bill replaces the member serving on the Kentucky Infrastructure Authority board representing 
the Kentucky Municipal Utilities Association with a member representing a municipal utility that provides 
water and wastewater services and is designated by the Kentucky League of Cities.

Utilities

HR70 / SR327 | Federal Permitting Reform 
Sponsored by: Meade and Osborne; Stivers

Urges the U.S. Congress to reform federal permitting policies to accelerate the deployment of new energy 
infrastructure.

The resolution further asks federal lawmakers to work in good faith to enact legislation that reforms federal 
permitting and environmental review processes to promote economic and environmental stewardship by 
expediting the deployment of modern energy infrastructure. The reforms should enable faster and lower-
cost construction of energy infrastructure of all kinds, without prejudice, including by considering steps 
to limit excessive use of judicial processes to slow projects inappropriately, prevent inappropriate usage of 
the Clean Water Act and other laws to hamstring the lawful building of linear energy infrastructure, such 
as pipelines and transmission lines, and enact reforms to plan, permit, and pay for the necessary build-
out of electricity transmission infrastructure to support a more reliable energy grid that lowers costs for 
consumers and businesses.

It also asks for the domestic build-out of a full array of modern energy technologies, including nuclear, 
emissions management, hydrogen, critical mineral mining and processing, and all other needs for a modern 
energy system.
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HB563 | Utility Forbearance 
Sponsored by: Bray, et al.

Provides for a three-year forbearance period for utilities acquiring public water and wastewater systems 
with existing violations, during which the acquiring utility must correct such violations. 

Fines and penalties are deferred during this period, and priority funding from the Kentucky Infrastructure 
Authority (KIA) is given to projects improving the acquired systems. A waiver for accrued fines and 
penalties is available if deficiencies are corrected and the system is sold or managed by a well-operated 
utility, according to the measure.

The bill also establishes the Kentucky Water and Wastewater Assistance for Troubled or Economically 
Restrained Systems Program under the KIA. The program provides a funding application and evaluation 
process for eligible systems seeking funds from the General Assembly. The KIA is tasked with verifying 
eligibility, awarding funds, enforcing compliance, and reporting quarterly to the General Assembly.

The Kentucky Water and Wastewater Assistance Fund is created with monies allocated by the General 
Assembly for eligible projects. Funding can be in the form of grants, loans, no-interest loans, or forgivable 
loans, with interest rates set below those of federally assisted funds. 

Finally, the act prioritizes funding for utilities acquiring systems to correct deficiencies identified in state 
and federal violations during the forbearance period.

SB174 | Underground Facility Damage 
Sponsored by: Carpenter, Girdler, and Deneen

Requires that if damage is done to an underground gas or hazardous liquid facility and no attempt to 
locate the underground facility was made, the operator must include in its report to the Public Service 
Commission the distance from the communications terminal that the damage occurred.

The measure also requires that the Public Service Commission submit a report to the Legislative Research 
Commission on or before December 1, 2025, detailing the number of damage reports from communications 
service providers that occurred in the area where they are allowed to use nonintrusive excavation. The law 
exempts from the underground facility damage prevention requirements nonintrusive excavating of a depth 
not greater than 12 inches and within 12 inches of a communication service provider’s own communications 
network.

SB349 | Energy Planning and Inventory Commission 
Sponsored by: Mills, et al.

Establishes the Energy Planning and Inventory Commission, attaching it administratively to the University 
of Kentucky Center for Applied Energy Research (UK CAER). 

The bill outlines the membership of the commission board and executive committee, including 
gubernatorial appointments subject to senate confirmation. It requires the election of two executive 
committee members from the board membership and sets terms for the commission and executive 
committee. It prohibits the Governor from reorganizing the commission or executive committee and allows 
the commission to employ an executive director, with Senate confirmation required.

The commission is tasked with studying energy generation topics and reviewing decommissioning notices 
from utilities. Annual reports with recommendations must be submitted to the Legislative Research 
Commission, the Governor, and the Public Service Commission by December 1. Utilities planning to 
retire coal, oil, or natural gas-fired plants must notify the executive committee 180 days before filing a 
retirement application. The commission must hold a public hearing and submit a report with findings 
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and recommendations within specific timeframes. The reports must be included in the utility’s retirement 
application to the Public Service Commission, which considers the findings before approving retirements.

The act grants the executive committee or its authorized executive director the standing to intervene in 
Public Service Commission cases. It allows the commission to hire administrative staff or consultants if 
funding is available and mandates the commission's dissolution by December 31, 2035. Additionally, the 
bill sets requirements for the Public Service Commission to issue final orders within eight months for 
utility applications and outlines procedures for the inclusion of investigative reports in public records and 
hearings. It establishes criteria for retiring electric generating units, emphasizing the need for replacement 
capacity to match or exceed the retired unit’s capacity value and net capability.

SR208 | Natural Gas Utility Work Appreciation 
Sponsored by: Douglas

Recognizes March 18, 2024, as Natural Gas Utility Worker Appreciation Day in Kentucky.

Environmental Legislation

Emissions & Pollution

HB136 | Voluntary Environmental Audits 
Sponsored by: Bauman, Bowling, Flannery, and Gooch

Allows facilities regulated by air pollution control districts to conduct voluntary internal environmental 
audits and provides protections for the confidentiality of communications related to such audits. 

Additionally, the measure prohibits air pollution control districts from seeking civil penalties for certain 
violations if the facility follows the law’s disclosure provisions.

SB215 | Motor Vehicle Emissions Standards 
Sponsored by: Carpenter, et al.

Prohibits the Transportation Cabinet or any other state agency or political subdivision from adopting or 
enforcing emissions standards on new motor vehicles that are identical to the standards established by 
California pursuant to the Clean Air Act.

Environmental Health & Justice

SB5 | Hunting License Requirements 
Sponsored by: Williams, et al.

Removes the requirement that resident owners of farmlands own five or more acres of land in order to be 
exempt from sport hunting and sport fishing license requirements when hunting or fishing on their own 
farmlands.

Inland Water Quality & Management

HB586 | Water Safety Enforcement 
Sponsored by: Hale and Dotson

Removes water safety enforcement from the duties of the Department of Kentucky State Police and allows 
the Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources to regulate water safety enforcement.

The measure also revises the title of conservation officer to game warden.
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HB40 | Water and Sewage Plant Operator Requirements 
Sponsored by: McCool

Creates a combined Kentucky Board of Certification of Water and Wastewater System Operators and 
provides for board duties and membership qualifications.

The measure requires that on or before December 31, 2024, the board, in conjunction with the Drinking 
Water Advisory Workgroup and the Clean Water Advisory Workgroup, make recommendations for 
the establishment of a voluntary certification program for supervisors of certified operators of water or 
sewage treatment plant systems. It also requires that the recommendations include suggestions for the 
establishment of a voluntary shared services certification program for supervisors or certified operators of 
combined water or sewage treatment plants or systems and suggestions for the establishment of a program 
or strategy for recruiting applicants to work in the operation of water treatment plants or distribution 
systems who are not currently participating in apprenticeships or certification programs administered by 
the Energy and Environment Cabinet.

HB130 | Soil and Water Conservation Funds 
Sponsored by: McPherson, et al.

Allows soil and water conservation districts and watershed conservancy districts to use funds appropriated 
for the Local Match Participation Program for flood-related projects with federal government agencies, 
including the U.S. Department of Agriculture Natural Resources Conservation Service.

The measure also provides immunity to a director or supervisor serving on a soil and water conservation 
board, and it establishes the procedure for the discontinuance of watershed conservancy district boards.

The bill also allows soil and water conservation boards that inherit funds and taxing authority from a 
discontinued watershed conservancy district board to make periodic adjustments to the revenues they 
collect and to spend the funds collected on the same works of improvement that are within the watershed 
conservancy district, even if they are outside of the soil and water conservation district collecting the 
revenue.

SJR149 | PFAS Guidance 
Sponsored by: Smith, Elkins, and West

Directs the Energy and Environment Cabinet to provide guidance and consult on the best management 
practice for per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) with entities that discharge into state waters.

Solid Waste

HB135 | Confidential Business Information 
Sponsored by: Bauman

Defines "confidential business information" and provides that no county or waste management district may 
compel the production or submission of confidential business information from a solid waste management 
service company.

HB478 | Waste Disposal Expansion 
Sponsored by: Dixon, Bentley, and Calloway

Allows an off-site construction or demolition waste disposal permittee to request an increase in the size 
of the permitted area to no more than two acres total if the applicant is compliant and meets permit 
requirements for the current and newly permitted areas, including posting an additional bond for the newly 
permitted area.
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LOUISIANA
Notable Legislation

HB966 authorizes unitization for carbon dioxide sequestration provided the applicant of a proposed 
storage facility offers proper notice, a public hearing, and a finding that least three-fourths of the owners in 
interest within the storage unit have given written consent for geologic storage.

SB268 creates a state sales tax rebate for the purchase of equipment, machinery, and other items used in 
lithium recovery activities.

Energy Legislation

Carbon Capture & Storage

HB169 | CO2 Storage Facility Liability 
Sponsored by: Carter

Modifies the civil liability of owners and operators of carbon dioxide storage facilities by changing the 
general limit on compensatory damages from noneconomic losses from $250,000 per occurrence to 
$250,000 per person and changes the limit for the exceptional cases, such as wrongful death and limb loss, 
from $500,000 per occurrence to $500,000 per person.

The measure also changes the maximum amount recoverable for noneconomic losses in the event the 
liability limits under new law are found to be unconstitutional or invalid from $1 million per occurrence to 
$1 million per person.

HB492 | Rights of Landowners 
Sponsored by: Geymann

Clarifies that the protections afforded to landowners such that eminent domain cannot prejudice an 
owner's land or mineral rights not acquired for a geologic carbon dioxide storage facility, or necessary for 
use of acquired property, extends to all other uses not acquired for a storage facility or necessary for use of 
acquired property.

HB516 | Class VI Well Provisions 
Sponsored by: Mack

Requires owners and operators of permitted carbon storage facilities to record with the clerk of court for 
any parish included in the area of review for the facility the Notice of Class VI permit and maps of the area 
of review identifying certain features, including wells, faults, bodies of water, aquifers, structures for human 
occupancy, roads, and state boundaries, but only to the extent such information is already required by 
administrative rules.

Storage facilities are required by the law to have emergency and remedial response plans in place prior to 
injection as required by administrative rule and requires storage facility owners and operators to provide 
parish governing authorities with a copy of the plan. Owners and operators must also conduct periodic 
testing and monitoring of ground water quality above the confining zone and report semi-annually to the 
office of conservation regarding such testing and monitoring.
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Finally, the measure prohibits Class VI injection wellheads within 500 feet of a school or an "inhabited 
dwelling" rather than "residential property" that is not owned by the operator or by an owner in interest 
who has entered into a contract with the operator that allows for locating of the wellhead within 500 feet.

HB937 | Surface and Pore Space Liability 
Sponsored by: Geymann

Provides that surface and pore space owners are not liable for any claims related to the sequestration of 
carbon dioxide just because they are landowners or have entered into an agreement for their property to be 
used for carbon dioxide sequestration.

HB966 | CO2 Sequestration Unitization 
Sponsored by: Geymann

Authorizes unitization for carbon dioxide sequestration provided the applicant of a proposed storage 
facility offers proper notice, a public hearing, and a finding that least three-fourths of the owners in interest 
within the storage unit have given written consent for geologic storage and further provides a method for 
calculating three-fourths owners in interest.

The measure also prohibits Class VI injection well drilling within 500 feet of any residential or commercial 
structure.

Critical Minerals & Rare Earth Elements

SB268 | Lithium Recovery Tax Rebate 
Sponsored by: Cathey and Thompson	

Creates a state sales tax rebate for the purchase of equipment, machinery, and other items used in lithium 
recovery activities.

Cybersecurity & Digital Technology

HB488 | Digital Currency and Mining Provisions 
Sponsored by: Wright

Prohibits a governing authority from accepting or requiring central bank digital currency and from 
participating in any test of central bank digital currency by any branch or agency of the federal government.

The measure removes the ability of a digital asset mining business to appeal change in zoning to a court or 
proper jurisdiction, and it strikes provisions establishing that the judge must find a violation and nullify the 
change in zoning if the judge determines the change was done to discriminate against a digital asset mining 
business.

Finally, the legislation adds that no prohibited foreign party may acquire or hold any interest in a digital 
asset mining business in the state.

Efficiency & Weatherization

HB827 | Data Center Tax Rebates 
Sponsored by: Turner, et al.

Authorizes a new state and local sales and use tax rebate for entities certified by the Department of 
Economic Development as approved data center facilities.

The bill offers rebates on sales and use tax paid on purchases of eligible data center equipment, such 
as equipment necessary for the transformation, generation, distribution, or management of electricity 
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required to operate computer server equipment, including substations, generators, uninterruptible 
energy equipment, fuel piping and storage, cabling, duct banks, switches, switchboards, batteries, testing 
equipment, and backup generators, and water conservation systems.

SB484 | Fortified Homes Program 
Sponsored by: Duplessis and Chassion

Requires the commissioner of insurance to promulgate rules and regulations when necessary for the proper 
administration of the Louisiana Fortified Homes Program, a program that provides financial assistance to 
retrofit roofs to meet or exceed the fortified roof standard of the Insurance Institute for Business and Home 
Safety.

Emergency Management & Homeland Security

HR211 | Family Flexible Fund for Specialized Utility Costs 
Sponsored by: Butler

Directs the Office for Citizens with Developmental Disabilities to extend its Family Flexible Fund waiver 
provision in cases of emergency, which includes funding for specialized utility costs.

HB507 | Critical Infrastructure Definitions 
Sponsored by: Zeringue

Adds water control structures, including floodgates or pump stations, wireline, wireless communication 
networks, and data network facilities to the definition of "critical infrastructure."

Fossil Energy

HB418 | Oil and Gas Severance Tax Reduction 
Sponsored by: Beaullieu, Landry, Wilder, and Romero

Reduces the existing oil and gas severance tax rates on inactive and orphan wells by half, applying a new 
rate of one-quarter of the full rate for inactive wells, and one-eighth for eligible orphan wells for ten years 
for all eligible production.

HB515 | Motor Vehicle Energy Sources 
Sponsored by: Horton, et al. 

Prohibits state agencies from restricting the use or sale of a motor vehicle based on the energy source used 
to power the motor vehicle, inclusive of the energy source used for propulsion or use of powering other 
functions of the motor vehicle.

HB879 | Oil Well Exploration Salt Water Transport 
Sponsored by: Farnum

Adds trucks transporting household goods and salt water utilized in oil well exploration and production to 
the existing insurance and indemnity bonds required by the Public Service Commission.

HCR18 | Gas Export Approvals 
Sponsored by: Beaullieu, et al.

Urges and requests the administration of President Biden to end its pause on pending approvals of liquefied 
natural gas exports.
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SB247 | Motor Fuel Storage and Pipelines 
Sponsored by: Cathey

Revises the Motor Fuels Underground Storage Tank Trust Dedicated Fund Account to specify that tanks 
used to store heating oil blended with hazardous waste are excluded from registration with the state. 

The law also excludes pipeline facilities regulated under federal law and intrastate pipeline facilities 
determined by the secretary of U.S. Department of Transportation to be connected, operated, or intended to 
be capable of operating as an integral part of a pipeline, from registration.

SB285 | Brine Ownership 
Sponsored by: Cathey, et al.

Provides that ownership of brine produced during oil and gas operations lies with the person who has the 
right to drill and produce from a pool.

The measure establishes that brine does not include salt water produced in oil or gas production and not 
saved or sold for the extraction of minerals.

SCR14 | Gas Export Benefits 
Sponsored by: Hensgens

Requests the U.S. Department of Energy to consider the benefits of liquid natural gas exports.

SCR36 | Natural Gas Export Continuance 
Sponsored by: Stine, et al.

Memorializes Congress to resume liquid natural gas exports.

The law also extends the deadline for Department of Energy and Natural Resources reduced-rate 
certification from June 30, 2023, to June 30, 2028.

Renewable Energy

HCR64 | Clean Hydrogen Task Force 
Sponsored by: Orgeron

Creates the Clean Hydrogen Task Force in order to study and make recommendations relative to 
the growing clean hydrogen industry in the state, including its production, connective and storage 
infrastructure, and end use. 

The act requires the task force to develop a plan of recommendations for the governor and the legislature on 
Louisiana's future in clean hydrogen no later than Dec. 1, 2025.

SR26 | Gulf State Renewable Energy Industries Association Day 
Sponsored by: Foil

Designates April 3, 2024, as Gulf State Renewable Energy Industries Association Day at the Louisiana State 
Capitol.

SR84 | Offshore Wind Industry Support 
Sponsored by: Hensgens, Duplessis, and Lambert

Expresses support for the offshore wind industry.
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Reorganization & Coordination

HB593 | City Civil Service Employee Transfer 
Sponsored by: Hilferty

Provides for a transfer of the employees of the New Orleans sewerage and water board from the city civil 
service system to the state civil service system.

HB810 | Department of Energy and Natural Resources Reorganization 
Sponsored by: Geymann and Landry

Reconfigures the Department of Energy and Natural Resources (DENR) offices, functions, and 
responsibilities.

Specifically, the law creates the Offices of Enforcement, Energy, and Land and Water within the 
department. It also creates the Louisiana Natural Resources Trust Authority and transfers the Louisiana Oil 
Spill Coordinator and its functions from the Department of Public Safety and Corrections to DENR. 

Under this legislation, the Office of Enforcement is required to inspect the regulated community and 
enforce laws within DENR’s jurisdiction. The Office of Energy will manage functions and programs related 
to the deployment and operation of alternative energy infrastructure in the state and the unified energy data 
and information program. 

Finally, the act makes the Office of Land and Water responsible for state lands and water bottoms including 
but not limited to: management and permitting, the issuance of energy-related rights of way, energy-related 
leasing, and administration of groundwater, surface water, and other water resources for quantity purposes, 
unless otherwise provided by the secretary.

SB65 | DENR Recreation 
Sponsored by: Hensgens

Provides for the general recreation of the Department of Energy and Natural Resources and its statutory 
entities, effective June 30, 2024, for a four-year period.

Utilities

HB397 | Excavation and Demolition Provisions 
Sponsored by: St. Blanc

Requires that upon an excavator or demolisher contacting the regional notification center to provide notice 
of excavation or demolition, the excavator or demolisher may request that the excavation or demolition be 
recognized as a large project excavation or demolition, so that the regional notification center may notify all 
affected underground utility and facility operators that a large project excavation or demolition request has 
been submitted.

The measure also provides that upon receipt of the large project excavation or demolition notification 
request, operators of underground utilities or facilities and the requesting excavator or demolisher may 
attempt to reach a mutual agreement in writing to determine certain details of the project that the operator 
and excavator or demolisher mutually agree needs to be included in the written agreement.

Finally, the measure repeals the requirement that an owner or operator of a natural gas pipeline that is 
inactive and is in a parish with a minimum population maintain a minimum amount of ground cover.
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HB835 | Public Utility Definitions 
Sponsored by: McFarland

Urges the Public Service Commission to explore excluding from the definition of public utility persons or 
corporations that furnish electricity to charge marine vessels and power points.

HB913 | Utility Bills for Tenants 
Sponsored by: Selders

Provides that a tenant may request a copy of their original utility bill to which a housing provider must 
respond within 30 days. 

The bill establishes that any request must be in writing and specify the following:

•	 The utility for which the tenant is requesting a copy of the original bill;

•	 The range of dates for which the tenant is requesting a copy of the original bill, which must be no 
earlier than the last day of the billing cycle immediately preceding the date the request is transmitted 
to the housing provider; and

•	 Whether the tenant is requesting to be provided with a copy of all future original bills for the utility 
specified in the request.

HB927 | Utility Transfer 
Sponsored by: Selders, et al.

Provides that if a person who holds an account with an authorized utility provider that is being charged by 
the provider for electric services provided to a dwelling transfers the account to another person, the parish 
or municipal governing authority is prohibited from requiring the new account holder to acquire a permit to 
continue electric services provided to the dwelling.

HR2 / SCR3 | Federal Permitting Reform 
Sponsored by: Echols; Mizell

Urges the U.S. Congress to reform federal permitting policies to accelerate the deployment of new energy 
infrastructure.

The resolution further asks federal lawmakers to work in good faith to enact legislation that reforms federal 
permitting and environmental review processes to promote economic and environmental stewardship by 
expediting the deployment of modern energy infrastructure. The reforms should enable faster and lower-
cost construction of energy infrastructure of all kinds, without prejudice, including by considering steps 
to limit excessive use of judicial processes to slow projects inappropriately, prevent inappropriate usage of 
the Clean Water Act and other laws to hamstring the lawful building of linear energy infrastructure, such 
as pipelines and transmission lines, and enact reforms to plan, permit, and pay for the necessary build-
out of electricity transmission infrastructure to support a more reliable energy grid that lowers costs for 
consumers and businesses.

It also asks for the domestic build-out of a full array of modern energy technologies, including nuclear, 
emissions management, hydrogen, critical mineral mining and processing, and all other needs for a modern 
energy system.

SB64 | Water Sector Program Guidance 
Sponsored by: Reese, et al.

Requires the Water Sector Program guidance to include grant requirements, rate study requirements, and 
procedures for the consideration of extension requests and adjustments to grant awards.
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The bill directs that a rate study be completed on each grant recipient as provided for in the guidance, and 
it prohibits the commission from considering a request to adjust a grant award due to an increase in project 
costs until the grantee has submitted a value engineering review of the project to the division.

SB73 | Community Sewerage System Infrastructure Sustainability Act 
Sponsored by: Womack

Creates the Community Sewerage System Infrastructure Sustainability Act and provides for legislative 
intent to develop a community sewerage system accountability process which supports sewerage system 
infrastructure sustainability.

SB410 | Louisiana Energy and Power Authority Membership 
Sponsored by: Coussan

Provides that an ordinance to increase the membership of the board of directors of the Louisiana Energy 
and Power Authority must be adopted and approved by a majority of members of the board of directors.

SB432 | Groundwater Conservation Appointments and Metering Provisions 
Sponsored by: Edmonds

Provides that the board of commissioners for the Capital Area Groundwater Conservation District may only 
be appointed rather than elected. 

The measure also prohibits the board from requiring installation of additional meters or changes thereto 
when a user maintains such devices on each well in compliance with metering and monthly reporting 
requirements. User-installed meters must meet accepted scientific practices, be capable of a maximum 
deviation of no less than five percent of actual flows, and measure and report data per well, per stratum, on 
a monthly basis, according to the measure. 

The law also requires that meters be installed, calibrated, validated, and maintained by a qualified source 
with formal training or practical experience and further provides that the board may audit all meters of 
users other than nuclear electric generating stations once yearly and may install temporary meters at its 
own cost to verify performance.

Environmental Legislation

Coastal Zone Management

HCR16 | Coastal Conservation Association Day 
Sponsored by: Orgeron, Freeman, and Romero

Designates March 14, 2024, as Coastal Conservation Association Day at the state capitol.

HCR53 | Coastal Reinsurance Assistance 
Sponsored by: Glorioso, et al.

Requests the commissioner of insurance to investigate the potential for creating a Coastal Reinsurance 
Assistance Program.

HCR25 | Annual State Integrated Coastal Protection Plan 
Sponsored by: Bourriaque

Approves the annual state integrated coastal protection plan for fiscal year 2025 as adopted by the Coastal 
Protection and Restoration Authority Board.
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HCR29 | Hypoxia Mapping Cruise Support 
Sponsored by: Zeringue

Reaffirms support for the annual Gulf of Mexico Hypoxia Mapping Cruise conducted by Louisiana State 
University and the Louisiana Universities Marine Consortium and memorializes Congress to provide 
continued funding.

HR256 | Mid-Barataria Sediment Diversion Completion 
Sponsored by: Zeringue

Urges and requests the Coastal Protection and Restoration Authority to report on potential liabilities to the 
state general fund if the Mid-Barataria Sediment Diversion project is not completed in a timely manner.

SR151 | Cost-benefit Analysis on District Merger 
Sponsored by: Connick

Requests the Coastal Protection and Restoration Authority to perform a cost-benefit analysis on merging 
the Lafitte Area Independent Levee District with the Southeast Louisiana Flood Protection Authority-West.

HB300 | Outer Continental Shelf and Renewable Energy Production Revenue Allocation 
Sponsored by: Orgeron

Directs federal revenues received by the state and generated from Outer Continental Shelf alternative or 
renewable energy production to be deposited into the Coastal Protection and Restoration Fund.

HB305 | Coastal Protection and Restoration Funding 
Sponsored by: Orgeron, et al. 

Directs all revenue generated on state lands and water bottoms located in the coastal area from alternative 
or renewable energy production or sources, including wind operating agreements, to the Coastal Protection 
and Restoration Fund.

HB806 | Coastal Protection and Restoration Authority Board Members 
Sponsored by: Geymann

Removes the secretary of the Department of Transportation and Development, the secretary of the 
Department of Economic Development, the commissioner of administration, the commissioner of 
agriculture and forestry, the commissioner of insurance, and the director of the Governor's Office of 
Homeland Security and Emergency Preparedness from the Coastal Protection and Restoration Authority 
Board.

Emergency Management & Homeland Security

HB642 | Reference Stations 
Sponsored by: Orgeron

Adds the requirement that the Governor's Office of Homeland Security and Emergency Preparedness 
coordinate with the state’s Spatial Reference Center, as designated by the National Geodetic Survey, to 
prioritize getting Continuously Operating Reference Stations back to service after a disaster or emergency.

SCR57 | Hurricane Displacement Aid 
Sponsored by: Fesi, Chassion, and Knox

Memorializes Congress to help all residents of Louisiana who are displaced by hurricanes.
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Emissions & Pollution

SB503 | Louisiana Community Air Monitoring Reliability Act 
Sponsored by: Lambert

Creates the Louisiana Community Air Monitoring Reliability Act to establish standards for monitoring 
programs to ensure public access to accurate air quality information.

The measure requires community air monitoring programs that seek allege violations or noncompliance 
with the Clean Air Act, Louisiana Environmental Quality Act, or other rule or law to use the standards 
provided in federal law and the latest revision of EPA-approved testing and monitoring method.

SCR30 | Air Monitoring Study 
Sponsored by: Fields and Knox

Urges and requests the Department of Environmental Quality to study implementation of real-time 
community air monitoring and notification systems. 

Environmental Health & Justice

HR119 | Beetle Infestation Study 
Sponsored by: Johnson

Authorizes and requests the chairman of the House Committee on Agriculture, Forestry, Aquaculture and 
Rural Development to appoint a subcommittee to study and address the devastation of the forest industry 
due to the infestation of beetles.

HCR9 | Domestic Shrimp, Crab, and Crawfish Production 
Sponsored by: Kerner, et al.

Memorializes Congress to impose a quota or tariff on imported shrimp, crab meat, and crawfish and to 
enact a buy plan for domestic shrimp, crab meat, and crawfish.

HB409 | Hunting Harassment Prohibition 
Sponsored by: Firment

Revises the area of prohibition against the harassment and disturbance of trappers, hunters, and fishermen 
from certain sanctuaries to all state-managed lands and waters.

HR230 | Little River Recreation 
Sponsored by: Firment

Urges and requests the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries to study ways to develop and enhance 
recreational opportunities for certain portions of Little River.

HB684 | Black Bear Hunting 
Sponsored by: Riser

Authorizes black bear hunting, establishes license requirements, authorizes the Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission to establish a lottery, authorizes the secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries to 
auction for black bear harvest permits, and allows dedicated black bear funds to be used for management, 
conservation, restoration, and enhancement of the black bear.
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HR321 | Feral Hog Toxicant Testing 
Sponsored by: Romero

Urges and requests the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency to take action on feral hog toxicant testing 
and registration.

HB847 | Marine Finfish Stock Enhancement Fund 
Sponsored by: Orgeron

Creates the Marine Finfish Stock Enhancement Fund for the purpose of funding red drum conservation and 
enhancement.

SB211 | Sea Trout and Red Drum Limits 
Sponsored by: Lambert

Establishes possession and size limits of filleted spotted sea trout and red drum by licensed fishermen who 
can demonstrate their use of a boat launch south of U.S. Highway 90 and that they have been actively on 
the water or at a camp accessible only by boat for at least two days.

SR105 | Alligator Management 
Sponsored by: Allain

Requests the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries to study and make recommendations to manage 
alligator populations.

Inland Water Quality & Management

HB146 | Sabine River Authority Appointments 
Sponsored by: Farnum

Requires members from Calcasieu Parish to meet certain qualifications for appointment to the Sabine River 
Authority. 

The measure specifies that one member from Calcasieu Parish must have a primary residence within the 
Sabine River Watershed area as defined by established parish drainage maps. Further, it specifies that one 
member from Calcasieu Parish must have either worked, have working knowledge, or currently be working 
within an industrial facility that utilizes the Sabine River water system as a source of fresh water.

HB474 | Wetland Warning Signs 
Sponsored by: Coates

Directs the secretary of the Department of Environmental Quality to require all permit holders for wetland 
assimilation projects to post warning signs around wetlands where wastewater is discharged and at the 
entrances to any wildlife management areas that contain wetlands where wastewater is discharged.

HCR140 | False River Watershed Council 
Sponsored by: LaCombe

Continues the False River Watershed Council and provides for its membership and responsibilities.

SB305 | Urban Flood Prevention Plan 
Sponsored by: Harris and Hilferty

Provides that at the beginning of every quarter, the Coastal Protection Restoration Authority, the Louisiana 
Department of Transportation and Development, the Governor’s Office of Homeland Security and 
Emergency Preparedness, and representatives from the Jefferson Parish Department of Public Works, 
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the Saint Bernard Parish Department of Public Works, and the Plaquemines Parish Engineering & Public 
Works Department must meet with the executive director of the Sewerage and Water Board and his team to 
develop a coordinated southeast Louisiana urban flood prevention plan.

The measure further requires the city of New Orleans, the board, and the authority to sign a cooperative 
endeavor agreement to assist in the coordination of the city of New Orleans award of $141,300,000 from 
the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development National Disaster Resilience Grant.

The law also makes changes to sewerage and water board membership by providing that one of the 
appointees may be the chair of the Public Works, Sanitation and Environment Committee of the 
New Orleans City Council, or an appointment selected by the council president with a background in 
engineering, law, or consumer advocacy selected with the advice and consent of the city council.

SB460 | Lead Service Line Replacement 
Sponsored by: Duplessis

Allows a municipality to adopt an ordinance that allows the municipality or municipal water system, or 
any agent thereof, to enter a property within the municipality to perform a lead service line replacement, 
provided that the municipality provides the owner and any residents of the property with notice at 
least seven days before entering the property, unless in the case of an emergency as determined by the 
municipality or municipal water system.

SCR25 | Comite River Diversion Canal/Amite River Basin Task Force 
Sponsored by: Hodges

Creates the Comite River Diversion Canal/Amite River Basin Task Force in order to meet and make 
recommendations on actions necessary to complete the construction and maintenance of the Comite River 
Diversion Canal Project. Recommendations include strategies to comply with mitigation requirements and 
right-of-way acquisitions, mitigation of flooding caused by the Comite River, other required mitigation 
projects and flood plain planning throughout the Amite River Basin, and the actions of the watershed 
initiative pertaining to the Amite River Basin to maintain transparency to the citizens of the Amite River 
Basin.

SCR79 | Amite River Basin Engineering Study 
Sponsored by: Hodges

Requests that the Department of Transportation and Development to conduct an engineering study on the 
upper Amite River Basin.

Land Management

HB238 | Foreign Adversary Land Ownership 
Sponsored by: Echols, et al.

Restricts any foreign adversary or prohibited foreign actor from directly or indirectly, owning, acquiring, 
leasing, or otherwise obtaining any interest, in agricultural land.

The measure exempts foreign business entities that might otherwise qualify as a foreign adversary from the 
ownership restrictions applicable to agricultural lands under the following circumstances:

•	 If the right is guaranteed by a treaty or if the person's country of origin affords certain real estate 
rights to U.S. citizens;

•	 If a title to agricultural land is held as a security to indebtedness or real estate acquired upon 
collection of a debt;
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•	 If such foreign business entity is a religious, educational, charitable, and scientific corporation; and

•	 If inherited land, or land received by such foreign business entity as payment for a debt, is sold or 
transferred within five years.

HB674 | Blighted Property Provision 
Sponsored by: Bryant

Authorizes a local governing authority to adopt ordinances to address blighted property with purported 
collector's automobiles.

SCR45 | Urban Forestry 
Sponsored by: Foil

Urges and requests the Louisiana Department of Agriculture and Forestry to study and make 
recommendations on ways to increase urban forestry in the state.

MARYLAND
Notable Legislation

HB397 / SB570 authorizes an electric company, a gas company, or a water company to own, manage, and 
recover costs associated with a thermal energy network system, subject to Public Service Commission 
approval and other specified requirements. 

HB990 makes state greenhouse gas emissions reduction requirements apply to the production of cement 
by altering the definition of “manufacturing” for purposes of the Greenhouse Gas Emissions Reduction Act. 

Energy Legislation

Efficiency & Weatherization

HB864 | EmPOWER Maryland Energy Efficiency Program Targets 
Sponsored by: Crosby and Qi

Modifies the EmPOWER Maryland Energy Efficiency Program by explicitly requiring electric companies, 
gas companies, and the Department of Housing and Community Development (DHCD) to adopt energy 
efficiency, conservation, demand response, and beneficial electrification measures to support greenhouse 
gas (GHG) emissions reductions.

The measure sets new annual targets for GHG emissions reductions, including specific targets for DHCD, 
and it expands the applicability of EmPOWER to specified gas companies and, if the Public Service 
Commission determines it is in the public interest, the Choptank Electric Cooperative.	  

SB258 | Energy Reduction in State-owned Buildings 
Sponsored by: Education, Energy, and the Environment Committee

Implements the provisions of the Governor’s Executive Order 01.01.2023.07, which requires that the state 
reduce energy consumption in state-owned buildings by 20 percent by 2031 compared with a fiscal 2018 
baseline.
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The bill lays out the following requirements:

•	 The Maryland Green Building Council (MGBC) must update the High-Performance Green Building 
Program to ensure that all new buildings and major renovations align with the state’s goal to achieve 
net zero greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions by 2045;

•	 The Department of General Services (DGS) must identify potential candidates for energy savings 
performance contracts at state-owned facilities, and agencies must provide on-site support to DGS;

•	 Annually, DGS must analyze all state-owned buildings to identify the buildings with the highest 
energy use per square foot and the greatest GHG emissions;

•	 Annually, DGS must conduct an energy and GHG emissions audit of at least 2 million square feet of 
state-owned buildings;

•	 The audits must include best practices and identify low-cost measures for increasing energy 
efficiency and reducing GHG emissions;

•	 State agencies that receive energy audits must implement the identified measures to the fullest extent 
practicable;

•	 For one year following implementation, DGS must monitor each agency’s energy use and GHG 
emissions, track changes resulting from the measures, and calculate any energy cost savings;

•	 Reductions in energy consumption and GHG emissions resulting from energy-saving initiatives must 
be recorded in a Comprehensive Utility Records Management Database;

•	 Rach unit of state government must, each month or by request, provide DGS with access to available 
data about its facility and copies of the unit’s utility bills;

•	 DGS must gather the data and information necessary to fully populate, update, and maintain the 
database;

•	 All units of state government must, in support of their core missions, implement projects and 
initiatives to conserve energy and reduce their GHG emissions; and

•	 Provisions promoting the state’s energy efficiency GHG emissions goals must be included in requests 
for proposals for space to be leased to the state that would obligate the state to pay utility bills for the 
leased space.	  

SB299 | Coast Smart Council Duties 
Sponsored by: Education, Energy, and the Environment Committee

Alters the duties of the Coast Smart Council to include the development of eligibility criteria, standards, and 
procedures for categorical exemptions from the application of the Coast Smart requirements for proposed 
capital projects that have been designed to include adaptation and resiliency features to prevent or mitigate 
damage to the maximum extent practicable.	

Emergency Management & Homeland Security

HB680 / SB536 | Radiation Emergency Response Program 
Sponsored by: Morgan and Long; Jackson

Creates the Radiation Emergency Response Program in the Department of the Environment and requires 
the department to serve as an offsite response organization and the lead state agency for all nuclear 
incidents within the state.
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The measure also directs the department to prepare a technical emergency radiation response plan, 
respond to emergencies involving a nuclear power plant, participate in the Federal Emergency Management 
Administration’s Radiological Emergency Preparedness Program, and procure certain specialized 
equipment.

The bill establishes two annual fees (a $300,000 fee and a $60,000 fee, which may be adjusted annually for 
inflation) that must be paid by the owner of a nuclear power plant for each nuclear power plant owned in 
order to fund the program.

Fossil Energy

HB396 | Energy and Fuel Tax Allocation 
Sponsored by: Prince George's County Delegation

Enables the Prince George’s County government to use the proceeds from the local sales and use tax on 
energy and fuel to meet the state funding requirements for the local school system under the maintenance 
of effort requirement and local share provision.

Renewable Energy

HB216 / SB206 | Clean Energy Equipment Leases 
Sponsored by: Charkoudian; Smith

Authorizes the board of directors of a condominium, by a majority vote, to grant leases in excess of one 
year or similar interests affecting the common elements of the condominium for the installation and use of 
leased clean energy equipment.	

HB397 / SB570 | Cost Recovery on Thermal Energy Network Systems 
Sponsored by: Charkoudian; Hester

Authorizes an electric company, a gas company, or a water company to own, manage, and recover costs 
associated with a thermal energy network system, subject to Public Service Commission (PSC) approval and 
other specified requirements. 

By July 1, 2025, each gas company that serves at least 75,000 customers must submit one or two proposals 
for a pilot thermal energy network system to PSC for approval. The bill states that the PSC may decide on 
the proposals by December 31, 2025. 

The Maryland Energy Administration (MEA) must coordinate specified funding sources to assist an electric, 
gas, or water company in covering the costs for all behind-the-meter projects and must reserve $9 million 
in related federal funding for pilot systems, according to the measure. MEA also must coordinate with the 
Department of Housing and Community Development to provide services or funding for weatherization for 
all low- or moderate-income housing within a pilot system’s area.	

HB1296 | Offshore Wind Projects 
Sponsored by: Wilson and Crosby

Directs the Public Service Commission (PSC), on June 1, 2024, to open a revised Round 2 offshore wind 
project proceeding that is limited to evaluating revised project schedules, sizes, or pricing for a previously 
approved Round 2 project. 

The bill also allows any Round 1 offshore wind project to seek PSC approval to amend its previously 
approved Round 1 project order to increase the maximum amount of offshore wind renewable energy 
credits and modify its project schedule. Both processes are subject to existing ratepayer protections, 
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although the Round 1 process requires consideration of changes in economic conditions since the Round 1 
project awards. 

An existing requirement for the Department of General Services to issue a procurement for offshore wind 
energy is modified to, among other changes, remove the five million megawatt-hour annual limit and 
require a second procurement. 

The PSC must also, with the assistance of specified state entities, develop a plan for achieving a total of 
8,500 megawatts of offshore wind energy capacity by 2031 and submit a report on the plan to the General 
Assembly by January 1, 2025.	  

HB1511 | Solar Facilities and Forest Conservation 
Sponsored by: Love

Establishes that solar photovoltaic facilities are not subject to Forest Conservation Act afforestation 
requirements.	  

SB783 | Small Solar Energy Generating System Incentive Program 
Sponsored by: Elfreth, et al.

Requires the Public Service Commission to establish the Small Solar Energy Generating System Incentive 
Program, under which eligible solar systems may generate certified solar renewable energy credits (SRECs) 
that have a compliance value of 150 percent of noncertified SRECs.

The measure also extends the duration of all renewable energy credits for purposes of the State Renewable 
Energy Portfolio Standard to five years, and it increases the maximum generating capacity for specified net-
metered facilities and allows an eligible customer-generator participating in meter aggregation to receive 
excess generation from more than one generating system.

Further, the legislation authorizes the Maryland Energy Administration to use up to 10 percent of solar 
alternative compliance payments for administration of its Strategic Energy Investment Fund.

The act requires each county and municipality to implement specified solar permitting software, and it 
establishes prevailing wage requirements for specified solar systems. 

The bill also sets requirements for home improvement contracts for rooftop solar installations, and it 
creates and modifies solar property tax incentives.

Reorganization & Coordination

HB1028 / SB951 | EV Supply Equipment Workgroup 
Sponsored by: Allen and Hettleman

Establishes the Electric Vehicle (EV) Supply Equipment Workgroup to develop a framework for reliability 
and reporting standards for EV charging stations, study and make recommendations regarding which 
government entities have responsibility for ensuring accountability regarding EV charging stations, and 
make recommendations regarding adopting and implementing regulations.

The Public Service Commission must provide staff for the workgroup, according to the bill. By November 
1, 2024, the workgroup must report its framework and recommendations to the Senate Education, Energy, 
and the Environment Committee and the House Economic Matters Committee.
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Utilities

HB109 / SB281 | Submerged Aquatic Vegetation Maintenance 
Sponsored by: Environment and Transportation; Education, Energy, and the Environment

Authorizes a public utility company or telecommunications carrier to trim or remove submerged aquatic 
vegetation within a 20-foot strip for utility maintenance provided it notifies the Department of Natural 
Resources ahead of time with information such as the location of the vegetation that will be altered or 
removed and the date on which the action will occur.

HB139 / SB171 | Notice of Utility Installation 
Sponsored by: Charkoudian, et al.; Augustine

Adds gas and electric utility services to the types of services for which landlords of buildings that contain 
six or more residential units are required to provide a written notice to a tenant, before the initiation of 
a lease and each term thereafter, notifying the tenant of the total utility costs billed to the landlord in the 
immediately preceding year, divided by utility type.

For landlords of buildings that contain five or fewer residential dwelling units, if the landlord requires a 
tenant to make payments for water, sewer, gas, or electric utility services to the landlord, they must:

•	 Use a written lease that provides notice that the tenant is responsible for making payments for water, 
sewer, gas, or electric utility services to the landlord; and

•	 Provide a copy of the water, sewer, gas, or electric utility bill to the tenant.

HB159 / SB465 | EV Charging Equipment 
Sponsored by: Korman, et al.; Kelly

Prohibits common ownership communities from restricting the installation and use of electric vehicle 
charging equipment.

HB78 | Water and Solid Waste Proposals 
Sponsored by: Appropriations	

Declares the Maryland Environmental Service may provide a proposal, instead of a proposed contract, to 
a municipality or person specifying the type of water supply, wastewater purification, solid waste disposal, 
or energy projects, or any other authorized services to be provided and related terms, conditions, and 
costs.	 

HB1256 / SB959 | Investor-owned Electric Company Provisions 
Sponsored by: Fraser-Hidalgo; Feldman

Requires each investor-owned electric company to file with the Public Service Commission (PSC) one or 
more time-of-use (TOU) tariffs to be available for appropriate customer classes on an opt-in basis and an 
enrollment target to achieve by January 1, 2028.

The PSC must also adopt regulations to establish an expedited process for interconnecting bidirectional 
electric vehicle systems to the grid and develop a program for each investor-owned electric company to 
establish a pilot program or temporary tariff to compensate owners and aggregators of “distributed energy 
resources” for “electric distribution system support services.” The act declares that the PSC may also 
approve or require an investor-owned electric company to offer upfront incentives or rebates to customers 
to acquire and install “renewable on-site generating systems.”
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An investor-owned electric company may recover all reasonable costs incurred in participating in and 
administering an electric distribution system support services program and offering an upfront incentive 
or rebate under the bill. To the extent feasible, the costs must be recovered by the investor-owned electric 
company within the calendar year in which those costs were incurred. Notwithstanding any provision of the 
bill, an investor-owned electric company may pursue and use a performance incentive mechanism to cover 
the cost of using distributed energy resources or an aggregator of distributed resources under the bill.

HB1393 | Climate Solutions Now Act Scope 
Sponsored by: Crosby

Modifies provisions related to electric distribution system planning established in the Climate Solutions 
Now Act of 2022 by broadening the scope of the state policy goals beyond the electric distribution system,  
broadening references to federal funds available for electric companies to meet the state’s policy goals, 
including references in related labor requirements, and delaying and modifying a related requirement 
for the Public Service Commission  to adopt regulations or issue orders for electric distribution system 
planning.	  

SB1 | Electricity and Gas Sales 
Sponsored by: Augustine

Alters regulatory requirements for the marketing and sale of electricity and gas by retail suppliers, utilities, 
and related entities.

Specifically, the bill:

•	 Establishes an energy salesperson license and an energy vendor license, subject to specified 
requirements;

•	 Updates and aligns licensing requirements for electricity and gas suppliers and enhances related 
penalties;

•	 Establishes new requirements for residential electricity supplier contracts;

•	 Establishes new reporting requirements for billing entities;

•	 Establishes new requirements related to electric and gas company marketing and cost recovery;

•	 Establishes additional requirements on green power marketing;

•	 Establishes additional requirements for residential energy retailers; and

•	 States the intent of the General Assembly that the Public Service Commission establish, staff, and 
fund a new division focused on retail supply.

The bill applies only prospectively and may not be applied or interpreted to have any effect on or application 
to any electricity supply agreement or gas supply agreement that is in effect on or before December 31, 
2024. 

The act also increases the maximum amount that the Public Service Commission (PSC) may assess public 
service companies each year to reimburse its expenses and requires the PSC to conduct a study on co-
located load configuration.	  
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SB474 | CPCN Requirements for Energy Generation Facilities 
Sponsored by: Augustine, et al.

Allows generating units or facilities that meet specified requirements to be constructed without obtaining 
either a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity (CPCN) or approval to construct from the Public 
Service Commission under the CPCN exemption process. 

In addition, the comptroller must distribute specified corporate income tax revenues attributable to 
qualified data centers that are operational on or after January 1, 2026, to the Strategic Energy Investment 
Fund.

Environmental Legislation

Coastal Zone Management

HB562 / SB507 | Bay and Coastal Sport Fishing Fees 
Sponsored by: Hornberger and Jones; Bailey and Hester

Increases the license fee for a special Chesapeake Bay and coastal sport fishing license for nonresident 
license applicants from $50 to $100.

HB1165 / SB969 | Whole Watershed Restoration Partnership 
Sponsored by: Love, Ivey, and Stein; Elfreth, Hester, and Guzzone

Establishes the Whole Watershed Restoration Partnership to accelerate restoration of the Chesapeake and 
Atlantic Coastal Bays and their watersheds. 

The partnership provides grants and technical assistance to eligible projects over a period of five years. 
The Whole Watershed Fund is established in the Department of Natural Resources to provide funding 
for approved projects and is generally authorized to receive funding from specified state agricultural and 
environmental special funds. The bill also establishes new application and evaluation criteria for stream 
restoration projects.

SB268 | Critical Area Violations 
Sponsored by: Education, Energy, and the Environment Committee

Revises the enforcement and after-the-fact application approval procedures required as minimum elements 
of a local jurisdiction's Chesapeake and Atlantic Coastal Bays Critical Area Program to apply to all critical 
area violations.

The measure also repeals the 30-day waiting period with which the Chair of the Critical Area Commission 
for the Chesapeake and Atlantic Coastal Bays must comply before referring certain enforcement matters to 
the Attorney General.

Emergency Management & Homeland Security

HB256 / SB166 | Waterway Incident Notification System 
Sponsored by: Jones, Lehman, and Morgan; Bailey

Directs the Maryland Department of Emergency Management to study issues and factors regarding the 
feasibility of establishing a Waterway Incident Notification System to notify members of the public of 
certain waterway emergencies and requires the department to submit to the Governor and the General 
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Assembly an interim report of its findings and recommendations on or before December 1, 2024, and a final 
report on or before December 1, 2025.

Emissions & Pollution

HB990 | Emissions Reduction 
Sponsored by: Stein

Makes state greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions reduction requirements apply to the production of cement by 
altering the definition of “manufacturing” for purposes of the Greenhouse Gas Emissions Reduction Act. 

According to the bill, the Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE) must consider:

•	 The extent to which cement manufacturing is an energy-intensive and trade-exposed industry; 

•	 Credit for early action investments made by cement producers to reduce emissions or for the 
manufacturing of alternative materials that result in GHG emissions reductions; 

•	 The adoption of policies that encourage, facilitate, and offer financial incentives for the use of 
alternative fuel sources; 

•	 The availability and cost of mature GHG abatement technologies; and 

•	 Advancing policies that provide financial incentives to offset the costs of installing and transitioning 
to GHG emissions abatement technologies, including the manufacturing of materials and technology 
that results in GHG emissions reductions. 

In considering the feasibility of regulation and the topics listed above, MDE must consult with impacted 
cement producers and other stakeholders.	  

HB115 / SB956 | PFAS Identification 
Sponsored by: Love, et al.; Hester

Directs the Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE), in collaboration with publicly owned 
treatment works (POTWs) and specified “significant industrial users” in the state, to by October 1, 2024, 
identify the significant industrial users that currently and intentionally use “PFAS chemicals.”

The measure further requires MDE to: 

•	 By June 1, 2025, develop PFAS action levels for addressing PFAS contamination from industrial 
discharge for pretreatment permits; and 

•	 By September 1, 2025, develop specified mitigation plans for addressing PFAS contamination from 
industrial discharge for pretreatment permits.

In addition, MDE also must:

•	 By January 1, 2025, develop PFAS monitoring and testing protocols for significant industrial users in 
accordance with guidance from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency; and 

•	 By December 1, 2025, update the department’s PFAS Action Plan with an evaluation of PFAS 
disposal methods and the progress made on the bill’s requirements. 

The bill also establishes measurement, reporting, implementation, and PFAS storage and disposal 
requirements for significant industrial users.
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HB437 | Maryland Zero Emission Electric Vehicle Infrastructure Council 
Sponsored by: Wivell, et al.

Codifies the Maryland Zero Emission Electric Vehicle Infrastructure Council (ZEEVIC) and expands its 
membership to add the Secretary of General Services (or designee), one representative of the automotive 
dismantling and recycling industry, and another member so that existing representation from a plug-in 
electric drive vehicle manufacturer can be bifurcated to encompass both light- and heavy-duty vehicle 
manufacturers.

The measure also requires the council to submit interim reports of its work to the Governor and the General 
Assembly on or before December 1, 2024, and December 1, 2025. It requires the council to submit a final 
report of its work and recommendations by June 30, 2026.	

SB960 | Climate Technology Founder’s Fund 
Sponsored by: Feldman

Establishes the Climate Technology Founder’s Fund (CTFF) in the Maryland Clean Energy Center to 
provide early-stage funding for start-up companies focused on qualified projects in climate technologies. 

According to the bill, funding recipients must provide 1:1 matching funds, and it requires transfers from the 
Strategic Energy Investment Fund to CTFF from fiscal 2025 through 2028.	

Environmental Health & Justice

HB228 | Park System Critical Maintenance Funds 
Sponsored by: Environment and Transportation Committee; Appropriations	

Extends the date by which the Park System Critical Maintenance Fund must be expended to before July 1, 
2029, and authorizes the Great Maryland Outdoors Fund to be used for promoting outdoor environmental 
education in the state.	  

HB233 | Critical Area Commission Regulations 
Sponsored by: Environment and Transportation Committee

Authorizes the Critical Area Commission to adopt regulations governing the transfer of development rights, 
fee in lieu payments, the assessment of and adaption of the critical area for climate resiliency, enhancing 
resilience in the critical area, and environmental justice and equity initiatives.

HB237 / SB302 | Buffer Zones 
Sponsored by: Environment and Transportation Committee; Education, Energy, and the Environment Committee

Repeals certain buffer zones within which a commercial northern snakehead licensee may not fish using 
bowfishing gear and requires a licensee who fishes for northern snakehead to comply with Department of 
Natural Resources regulations governing the use of gear.	

HB235 / SB253 | Pay-for-Success Contracts 
Sponsored by: Health and Government Operations; Budget and Taxation	

Exempts pay-for-success contracts negotiated or entered into by the Department of Natural Resources 
from certain provisions of the General Procurement Law and declares it is in the best interest of the state to 
include pay-for-success contracting as a procurement option, particularly for the areas of land conservation 
and environmental protection, enhancement, and restoration.
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HB345 / SB916 | Endangered Species Provisions 
Sponsored by: Carr; Brooks

Modifies the Endangered Species of Fish Conservation Act and the Nongame and Endangered Species 
Conservation Act to require that a petition proposing to remove a species from, or add a species to, the 
lists of endangered species and threatened species include specified information and require the Secretary 
of Natural Resources to periodically review and, if warranted, update the lists of endangered species and 
threatened species.	

HB481 / SB367 | Antlerless Deer Raffle 
Sponsored by: Hutchinson, et al.; Mautz

Authorizes a person to receive a raffle ticket for each antlerless deer hunted by the person during a raffle 
program that has as its objective the hunting of antlerless deer.	

HB497 / SB508 | Sika Deer Stamps 
Sponsored by: Hornberger, et al.; Bailey and Hester

Revises the fee for nonresident sika deer stamps from $25 to $200.

HB512 / SB1118 | Fish Resource Reports 
Sponsored by: Boyce, Jacobs, and Morgan; Guzzone

Requires persons engaged in the business of packing or dealing in any fish resource within the jurisdiction 
of the Department of Natural Resources (DNR), and persons licensed by DNR to catch the fish resource, to 
submit reports to the department.	

HB613 | Recreational Oyster and Clam Harvesting 
Sponsored by: Boyce, Lehman, and Ruth

Repeals and modifies existing provisions authorizing recreational catching of oysters and clams and 
establishes a recreational oyster license available only to residents, with a portion of license application fee 
revenues used to replenish public fishery oyster bars.	  

HB715 / SB533 | Lifetime Angler License 
Sponsored by: Griffith, et al.; Gallion

Authorizes the Department of Natural Resources to issue a lifetime complimentary angler’s license, a 
lifetime complimentary Chesapeake Bay and coastal sport fishing license, and/or a lifetime complimentary 
hunting license to a Maryland resident who certifies that the resident is an American veteran who the U.S. 
Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) determines is unemployable or an out-of-state person who certifies 
that the person is an American veteran who the VA determines is unemployable and whose state of 
residence extends similar privileges to American veterans.	

HB807 | Submerged Aquatic Vegetation Survey 
Sponsored by: Stein, et al.

Alters the definition of "aerial survey" for the purpose of surveying submerged aquatic vegetation (SAV) to 
include other surveys that encompass certain geographic areas and use certain methodologies.

The measure requires the Department of Natural Resources to study and report to the General Assembly 
on the implications and feasibility of using alternative methods other than an aerial survey to delineate SAV 
protection zones on or before December 1, 2025.	  
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HB857 / SB879 | Shellfish Harvest Hours 
Sponsored by: Jones; Klausmeier

Removes the prohibition on an aquaculture leaseholder from harvesting shellfish between the hours of 
sunset and sunrise so that the provision instead prohibits a leaseholder from harvesting shellfish outside 
the hours established by the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) in regulation. 

The bill correspondingly requires DNR, in consultation with the Aquaculture Coordinating Council, to 
establish by regulation the hours for harvesting shellfish within leased areas.	

HB929 / SB854 | Nuisance Insect Control 
Sponsored by: Washington County Delegation; Washington County Senators 

Requires, instead of authorizes, the Secretary of Agriculture to implement a program using Bacillus 
thuringiensis israelensis to control or eliminate nuisance insects in the state.	

HB1231 / SB922 | Oyster Sanctuaries 
Sponsored by: Adams, et al.; Mautz and Bailey

Repeals prior law prohibiting the Department of Natural Resources from taking any action to reduce or 
alter the boundaries of certain oyster sanctuaries until the department has developed an updated fishery 
management plan for oysters.

SB290 | Certified Local Farm and Fish Program Waivers 
Sponsored by: Education, Energy, and the Environment Committee

Alters the annual deadline, from July 31 to October 31, for the Office for the Certified Local Farm and Fish 
Program to submit to the Board of Public Works a report of waivers requested and waivers granted under 
the Certified Local Farm and Fish Program.	  

SB303 | Shellfish Definitions 
Sponsored by: Education, Energy, and the Environment Committee

Revises the definition of "shellfish" as it relates to laws governing aquaculture to include live bivalves and 
bivalve shells.	  

Hazardous Waste

HB1 / SB325 | Paint Stewardship Program 
Sponsored by: Boyce, et al.; Brooks and West

Requires producers of architectural paint or a representative organization to submit a plan for the 
establishment of a Paint Stewardship Program to the Department of the Environment by July 1, 2025, 
and prohibits the sale of certain architectural paint beginning January 1, 2026, unless an approved Paint 
Stewardship Program has been implemented by certain producers.

HB486 / SB125 | Superfund Site Notification 
Sponsored by: Fair, et al.; Young and Folden

Requires the seller of residential property located within one mile of a National Priorities List Superfund 
site to include an addendum, written in conspicuous type, to the contract for the sale of the property noting 
such.

The measure requires the addendum to provide notice that within five days after signing and dating the 
contract of sale and on written notice to the seller, the buyer may void the contract and is eligible to receive 
a full refund of any money paid to the seller.	
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HB992 / SB835 | Well and Septic Program Permits 
Sponsored by: Stein; Hester

Requires a local health department or county government to which the Department of the Environment has 
delegated authority to administer a septic and well program to submit, on or before December 1, 2024, a 
schedule of review times for certain well and septic program permits for approval. 

The department or county government is further required to submit well and septic program permit data to 
the department for review beginning three months after the original schedule submission approved by the 
department and every three months thereafter.	

HB1168 / SB1028 | Corpse Requirements 
Sponsored by: Kaiser, et al.; Waldstreicher

Exempts a funeral establishment, crematory, or reduction facility from the requirement to maintain a 
body in a manner that provides for complete coverage of the body and prevents leakage or spillage during 
placement inside a contained chamber or vessel without an external visual exposure during the process of 
alkaline hydrolysis or natural organic reduction.

Inland Water Quality & Management

HB449 / SB148 | Flood Management Funding 
Sponsored by: Ivey, et al.; Washington, et al.

Requires at least 40 percent of funding provided under the comprehensive flood management grant 
program to be used for projects located in or directly benefiting underserved or overburdened communities. 

The measure also authorizes the Governor to include in the annual state budget an appropriation of up to 
$20 million for the comprehensive flood management grant program in fiscal year 2026 and each fiscal year 
thereafter.

HB1024 | Connection Pipe Emergency Replacement Loan Program Expansion 
Sponsored by: Prince George's County Delegation and Montgomery County Delegation

Expands the Connection Pipe Emergency Replacement Loan Program to include certain sewer pipes and 
diagnostic actions. 

The act raises the maximum amount of a loan that may be made under the program from $5,000 to 
$10,000 and the total amount of loans that the program may provide or have outstanding from $1 million 
to $2 million.	 

HB1101 / SB653 | Nontidal Wetlands Civil Claims 
Sponsored by: Love, et al.; Augustine, Elfreth, Smith, and Washington

Establishes standing, for a person that meets the threshold standing requirements under federal law, in civil 
claims arising under specified standards relating to nontidal wetlands that do not have a continuous surface 
connection to surface water and discharges of pollutants affecting ephemeral streams or intermittent 
streams. 

The law authorizes a person that has standing pursuant to the bill to bring a civil action against any person 
or political subdivision that is alleged to be in violation of those standards. It also authorizes a person that 
meets the threshold standing requirements under federal law to intervene in a civil action brought by the 
Secretary of the Environment relating to nontidal wetland
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HB1266 / SB1144 | Nitrogen Cost Schedule 
Sponsored by: Stein; Guzzone and Elfreth

Establishes that the Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE) must, on request, when entering 
into a contract for the purchase of environmental outcomes under the Clean Water Commerce Account 
(CWCA) for a project that includes construction, reconstruction, or rehabilitation, to allow nonuniform 
payment schedules that allow for a cost-per-pound of nitrogen reduced that varies with the achievement of 
performance milestones, as agreed upon by both parties to the contract.

The first performance milestone may not occur before the construction, reconstruction, or rehabilitation 
is complete. Further, in order to ensure the achievement of environmental outcomes agreed to in a CWCA 
contract, the bill declares that MDE may require a minimum final payment and for a contract award that is 
more than $500,000, additional financial protections, including a letter of credit, an insurance instrument, 
or a performance bond.	

HB1465 / SB196 | Soil Conservation District Fees 
Sponsored by: Wims; Gallion, Brooks, Hester, and Young

Allows a soil conservation district to recommend a fee system to cover the cost of reviewing plans for small 
ponds and establishes that any fees collected under the act are supplemental to county and state funds.	

HB1509 | Baltimore Regional Water Governance Model Workgroup 
Sponsored by: Stein, Allen, Guyton, and Ruth

Establishes the Baltimore Regional Water Governance Model Workgroup to study the regional water 
governance approach in the Baltimore region.	  

HB1512 | On-site Sewage Disposal 
Sponsored by: Adams and Hutchinson

Makes permanent an authorization to use the Bay Restoration Fund’s Septics Account for specified costs 
associated with connecting a property using an on-site sewage disposal system to an existing municipal 
wastewater facility that has signed a funding agreement with the Maryland Department of the Environment 
and is under construction to achieve enhanced nutrient removal or biological nutrient removal level 
treatment.	  

SB135 | Workgroup to Study Funding for the Westernport Wastewater Treatment Facility 
Sponsored by: Ellis and McKay

Establishes the Workgroup to Study Funding for the Westernport Wastewater Treatment Facility to identify 
and examine existing funding sources that support the facility and study whether increased funding could 
enhance operations at the facility, the funding sources of comparable facilities in the region, and available 
and potential federal, state, and local funding sources for the facility.

SB301 | Aquaculture Leases 
Sponsored by: Education, Energy, and the Environment	

Extends to June 30, 2027, the authorization of a leaseholder of certain aquaculture leases to, with prior 
written approval from the Department of Natural Resources, place shellfish, bags, nets, and structures on 
submerged aquatic vegetation.
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The legislation also requires, on or before June 1, 2025, and each June 1 for the next two years thereafter, 
the department to report to the Aquaculture Coordinating Council, the Chesapeake Bay Program, and the 
General Assembly the following: 

•	 The farm-level and cumulative impacts that placing shellfish, bags, nets, or structures on submerged 
aquatic vegetation with prior written approval from the department has had on submerged aquatic 
vegetation and leaseholders; 

•	 The number of leases that have submerged aquatic vegetation present in the lease area and the 
species, density, and aerial extent of submerged aquatic vegetation in those leases; 

•	 The characteristics of gear types and the nature and frequency of aquaculture practices used on 
leases where submerged aquatic vegetation is present; and

•	 Any other information the department considers necessary.

Land Management

HB117 / SB305 | Maryland Geological Survey Fund 
Sponsored by: Environment and Transportation; Education, Energy, and the Environment

Establishes the Maryland Geological Survey Fund to finance certain direct and indirect costs, including 
long-term budgeting and planning for survey projects, procurements, and equipment purchases.

HB343 / SB20 | Dredged Material Management 
Sponsored by: Munoz; Simonaire

Requires the Cox Creek Oversight Committee to provide input to the Maryland Port Administration 
regarding management of dredged material at the Cox Creek Dredge Material Containment Facility and 
authorizes the Department of the Environment to approve contained areas at a large redevelopment site for 
the redeposit of certain dredged material.

The measure also establishes the Hart-Miller-Pleasure Island Citizens Oversight Committee to monitor the 
area water quality and the future development and use of the Hart-Miller-Pleasure Island chain.	

SB300 | Surface and Subsurface Study 
Sponsored by: Education, Energy, and the Environment Committee

Authorizes the Department of Natural Resources, with prior approval of the Maryland Historical Trust 
and after an internal departmental review, to authorize within the Belt Woods Wildland archeological 
inventories, studies, and research that involve surface examination or limited subsurface sampling, salvage 
and excavation of archeological sites, and stabilization and restoration of historic structures existing as of 
December 1, 1985.

Reorganization & Coordination

HB323 / SB337 | Commission on Climate Change Membership 
Sponsored by: Guyton, et al.; Feldman

Adds the Secretary of Emergency Management, or the Secretary's designee, and the Chair of the Public 
Service Commission, or the Chair's designee, as members of the Commission on Climate Change.
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SB808 | Anaerobic Digestion Projects 
Sponsored by: Carozza, Gallion, and Hester

Directs the Department of Agriculture to coordinate with the Maryland Energy Administration, the 
Department of the Environment, the Department of Commerce, the University of Maryland College of 
Agriculture and Natural Resources, the University of Maryland Eastern Shore, electric companies, farmers, 
and industry to ensure anaerobic digestion technology projects are appropriately coordinated.

The department is further required, in coordination with certain agencies, to establish guidance for farmers 
on anaerobic digestion technology.

Solid Waste

HB457 | Synthetic Turf Disclosures 
Sponsored by: Lehman, et al.

Requires a producer or seller of synthetic turf to disclose to a customer typical maintenance practices and 
costs for removing, replacing, and disposing of synthetic turf.

It also directs the Department of the Environment, in consultation with representatives of the industry, 
local environmental and community stakeholders, and synthetic turf producers, retailers, and users, to 
conduct a study on the synthetic turf industry in the state and report its findings to the General Assembly by 
July 1, 2026. The study must include proper and improper disposal methods of synthetic turf and current 
recycling rates and methods of synthetic turf, future recycling proposals, and proposals for improving 
recycling rates and waste management.	  

HB468 / SB532 | Commission to Advance Lithium-Ion Battery Safety 
Sponsored by: Love and Boyce; Gallion

Establishes the Commission to Advance Lithium-Ion Battery Safety in Maryland.

The commission is tasked with conducting a study and making legislative, regulatory, programmatic, or 
other recommendations regarding best practices, standards, and guidelines:

•	 To prevent, detect, and suppress lithium-ion battery fires in consumer and transportation 
applications and in utility applications, with review and consideration of the National Fire Prevention 
855 Standards for Grid Scale Storage and Safety; 

•	 To prevent, detect, and suppress lithium-ion fires at recycling facilities; and 

•	 For reusing, recycling, and decommissioning lithium-ion batteries.

It must also study and report on the viability of extended producer responsibility for lithium-ion batteries, 
training, education, and other information to better inform the public and first responders regarding 
lithium-ion battery safety, and  any other global issues the commission may consider useful for enhancing 
the safety and reuse of batteries in the state.

HB871 | Scrap Catalytic Converter Requirements 
Sponsored by: Jackson

Requires a licensed automotive dismantler, scrap metal processor, or junk dealer that acquires all or part 
of a detached catalytic converter from a person to record and keep in the person’s records the vehicle 
identification number of the vehicle from which the catalytic converter was obtained.
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MISSISSIPPI
Notable Legislation

SB2059 establishes that bioenergy produced from biomass is considered renewable and carbon neutral.

HB1583 creates the Consumer Freedom of Choice in Appliances Act in order to prohibit a governmental 
entity from enacting or enforcing any resolution, ordinance, regulation, rule, code, or policy to take any 
action that restricts or prohibits, or has the effect of restricting or prohibiting, any person or entity from 
using any appliance based on the type of utility service required to operate the appliance.

Energy Legislation

Critical Minerals & Rare Earth Elements

HB1 | Battery Cell Manufacturing Under Major Impact Act 
Sponsored by: Lamar, et al.

Modifies the Mississippi Major Economic Impact Act to include an expansion of the definition of "project" 
to encompass facilities for manufacturing and assembling battery cells for electric commercial vehicles and 
industrial applications.

The bill further establishes that any fee-in-lieu of franchise tax agreement for these projects should not 
extend beyond the repeal date of the Mississippi franchise tax and should only apply to new franchise tax 
liabilities associated with these projects. If the number of full-time jobs maintained falls below the agreed 
amount for a set period, the fee-in-lieu will be reduced or suspended until job numbers reach the agreed 
amount again.

The measure also provides for protection to these projects from surface or subsurface mineral exploration 
activities.

Cybersecurity & Digital Technology

SB2698 | Cyber Security Review Board 
Sponsored by: Williams, et al.

Creates the Cyber Security Review Board to ensure a collaborative effort to address cybersecurity threats to 
the state.

Fossil Energy

HB155 | Capital Improvements for Municipal Gas Facilities 
Sponsored by: Faulkner

Revises the definition of "capital improvements" for the purposes of the local government capital 
improvements revolving loan programs to include repair, renovation, and improvement of municipal 
natural gas facilities.
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HB1764 | Taxation on Oil and Gas Equipment Sales 
Sponsored by: Powell

Provides that the sale of equipment and materials used in connection with geophysical surveying, exploring, 
developing, drilling, redrilling, completing, working over, producing, distributing, or testing of oil, gas and 
other mineral resources must be taxed at the rate of four and one-half percent.

The bill also establishes that operators who rebill sales of equipment and materials to nonoperating working 
interest owners on behalf of a joint account through the joint interest billing (jib), where the sales tax has 
been paid or accrued by the operator may not be charged a sales tax on the jib as services income.

Further, the act removes from the contractor's tax contracts that exceed $10,000 for the redrilling, or 
working over, or of drilling or completing an oil well or a gas well.

HCR52 | Extension for Gulf LNG Project Authorization 
Sponsored by: Barton

Urges the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission to extend the authorization for the Gulf Liquid Natural 
Gas (LNG) Liquefaction Project.

Renewable Energy

SB2059 | Bioenergy from Biomass as Renewable 
Sponsored by: McCaughn

Establishes that bioenergy produced from biomass is considered renewable and carbon neutral.

Biomass is defined within the legislation as forest products manufacturing residuals, such as pulping 
liquors, paper recycling residuals, wastewater and processed water treatment plant residuals, and anaerobic 
digester biogas. The measure further defines biomass as: 

•	 Harvest residues, including, without limitation, trees or portions of harvested trees;

•	 Downed wood from extreme weather events or natural disasters;

•	 Nonhazardous landscape or right-of-way trimmings and municipal trimmings;

•	 Plant material removed for purposes of invasive or noxious plant species control;

•	 Biowaste, including, without limitation, landfill gas;

•	 Forest biomass derived from residues created as a byproduct of timber harvesting;

•	 Forest management activities conducted for timber stand improvement or to increase yield, 
ecological restoration or to maintain or enhance forest health;

•	 Biomass materials described by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency as fuels under 40 CFR 
Statute 241.1 et seq., as it existed on January 1, 2023; and 

•	 Other used wood products, including, without limitation, crates and pallets.

The measure provides that bioenergy produced from biomass paired with bioenergy made with carbon 
capture and storage is carbon negative.

According to the bill, bioenergy produced from agricultural harvesting is considered renewable and carbon 
neutral and when the bioenergy produced from agricultural harvesting is paired with bioenergy with carbon 
capture and storage, the bioenergy is carbon negative.
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SB2557 | Solar Installations at Agricultural Research Stations 
Sponsored by: Williams and Simmons

Authorizes the Board of Trustees of state institutions of higher learning, upon recommendation of the 
director of the Agricultural and Forestry Experimental Station at the Mississippi State University of 
Agriculture and Applied Science or the dean of the College of Agriculture and Applied Sciences at Alcorn 
State University, to enter into contracts, leases, and other arrangements for terms not to exceed 30 years 
(with the option for two ten-year lease extensions) with any persons or business entity for the development 
of a solar installation at any research station operated by the Mississippi Agricultural and Forestry 
Experimental Station or the Alcorn State University College of Agriculture extension and research centers.

Utilities

HB1583 | Prohibition on Appliance Utility Restrictions 
Sponsored by: Hale, Keen, and Hall

Creates the Consumer Freedom of Choice in Appliances Act in order to prohibit a governmental entity 
from enacting or enforcing any resolution, ordinance, regulation, rule, code, or policy to take any action 
that restricts or prohibits, or has the effect of restricting or prohibiting, any person or entity from using any 
appliance based on the type of utility service required to operate the appliance.

HB1664 | Redefinition of "Covered Person" for Purposes of Gifts 
Sponsored by: Powell

Revises provisions relating to the acceptance or offer of gifts to redefine “covered person.” 

The measure clarifies that “covered person” includes:

•	 Any person interested as owner, agent, or legal representative of any telephone, gas, water, 
wastewater, or electric public utility;

•	 Any person, entity or any owner, agent or legal representative of such person or entity that submits 
any filing in a Public Service Commission proceeding in the 48 months preceding the date of the gift, 
pass, money, campaign contribution or any emolument or other pecuniary benefit; or 

•	 Any person acting at the request or direction of the parties listed above. 

Notwithstanding anything to the contrary, a person may not be considered a "covered person" based solely 
on such person submitting a customer complaint or other inquiry, formal or informal, to the Public Service 
Commission or Public Utilities Staff concerning service, billing, or any other aspect of the service provided 
by a public utility to such person.

SB2138 | Increased Borrowing for Desoto Utility Authority 
Sponsored by: Blackwell, Parker, and McLendon

Increases from $40 million to $80 million the ability of the Desoto County Regional Utility Authority to 
borrow money and issue revenue bonds.

SB2283 | Extension of Public Service Commission 
Sponsored by: Carter

Extends to December 31, 2028, the date of repeal on the provisions of law creating the Public Service 
Commission and prescribing its powers and duties.
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SB2453 | Canceling Service Certificates for Inadequate Service 
Sponsored by: Whaley, Blackwell, Younger, and Parker

Authorizes the Public Service Commission to cancel a municipality's certificate to provide service greater 
than one mile outside its corporate boundaries upon a finding that the municipality did not provide 
reasonably adequate service.

The measure also amends the law further to include municipally owned or operated electric utilities 
providing service greater than one mile outside of municipal boundaries under the purview of the 
commission’s ability to cede control to a receiver.

SB2454 | Early Repeal of Gulf Coast Region Utility Board 
Sponsored by: DeLano

Moves the date of repeal on the Mississippi Gulf Coast Region Utility Board, the Board of Directors of 
the Mississippi Gulf Coast Region Utility Board, the board’s employees and budget, and the duties and 
responsibilities of the board from 2027 to July 2024.

SB2603 | Excavation Notifications Near Underground Utilities 
Sponsored by: Carter

Specifies that advance written, electronic, or telephonic notice is not necessary when a qualified operator 
uses a hand-powered probe rod to locate underground facilities for mapping purposes. 

When advance notice is required, the excavation notice must include the location of the proposed 
excavation, limited to an area that the excavator reasonably believes can be completed within fourteen days 
from the date the locate request ticket is entered into the Mississippi 811 system, excluding areas where 
excavation has already been completed. Before providing notice to Mississippi 811, the excavator must pre-
mark the approximate boundary of the proposed excavation area with white paint, flags, or stakes, unless 
the area can be defined by certain geographical descriptions. For renewal locate requests, the proposed 
excavation location must exclude areas where excavation has already been completed. 

The use of power-driven equipment for trenchless excavation, including directional boring, is prohibited 
across or within the marked approximate location of underground utility lines or facilities, with some 
exceptions, according to the measure. For trenchless excavations parallel to marked locations of 
underground utility lines or facilities, the excavator must use noninvasive methods to identify the location 
at careful and prudent intervals.

SB2776 | Immediate Possession of Utility Easements 
Sponsored by: Michel, Bryan, and Blackmon

Authorizes public agencies to exercise the right to immediate possession of easements or rights-of-way for 
public highways and roads, and for water utilities, sewer utilities, drainage utilities, and other public utility 
purposes in connection with an approved project.

Environmental Legislation

Environmental Health & Justice

HB1208 | Unauthorized Hunting and Fishing 
Sponsored by: Calvert

Prohibits knowingly entering another's land without permission to engage in hunting and fishing activities. 
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Violators face fines between $500 and $1,000 for the first offense, and $1,000 to $1,500 for subsequent 
offenses within five years, along with a one-year forfeiture of hunting privileges and a $500 reinstatement 
fee. Additionally, offenders must pay restitution to the landowner and the unlawfully taken wildlife will be 
confiscated.

SB2648 | Reconfiguration of Oyster Lease Areas 
Sponsored by: Thompson

Authorizes the Department of Marine Resources to reconfigure oyster lease areas and to revise permitted 
areas and to provide protest procedures by oyster lease applicants.

The measure also prescribes criminal penalties for any person violating the provisions of the oyster 
bottom lease program and removes the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers from the existing Lower Pearl River 
restoration project agreement.

SB2649 | Environmental Permit Processing Assistance 
Sponsored by: DeLano

Allows the executive director of the Department of Environmental Quality to enter into contracts for the 
purpose of obtaining assistance with the review, evaluation, and processing of permit and certification 
applications.

Inland Water Quality & Management

HB1439 | Riparian Rights Limited in Hancock County 
Sponsored by: Ladner

Provides that riparian rights for the Hancock county shoreline from Bayou Caddy to the Mississippi-
Louisiana state boundary must not include state-owned land and which may not extend further than 300 
yards from the average low watermark.

HB4129 | Bay St. Louis Federal Flood Mitigation Funds 
Sponsored by: Ladner

Allows, at its discretion, the city of Bay St. Louis to administer and expend federal grants funds, such as the 
2022 Flood Mitigation Assistance SWIFT Current funds, which have been awarded by FEMA to assist in 
flood mitigation.

Solid Waste

HB1758 | Increased Funding for Garbage Collection 
Sponsored by: Evans and Sanford

Increases from $200,000 to $350,000 the portion of the oil and gas severance tax revenue that the board of 
supervisors of Jefferson Davis County may expend to assist in defraying the cost of garbage collection and 
disposal.
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MISSOURI
Missouri passed four E&E-related measures in its regular session. SB872 creates a state and local sales 
tax exemption for utilities, equipment, and materials used to generate or transmit electricity. 

Energy Legislation

Nuclear Energy

SB1388 | Nuclear Security Tax Exemptions 
Sponsored by: Razer, Rizzo, and Brown

Authorizes a state and local sales tax exemption for all sales and purchases of tangible personal property, 
building materials, equipment, fixtures, manufactured goods, machinery, and parts for the purposes of 
constructing all or any portion of a nuclear security enterprise.

Utilities

SB872 | Electric Transmission Tax Exemptions 
Sponsored by: Eslinger and Baker

Creates a state and local sales tax exemption for utilities, equipment, and materials used to generate or 
transmit electricity. 

A public utility realizing savings as a result of this exemption must provide the Public Service Commission 
information on the amount of savings realized and include a statement that such savings will be passed 
through to the public utility's rate determined in the public utility's next general rate proceeding.

Environmental Legislation

Inland Water Quality & Management

HB2134 | Nutrient Management Standards 
Sponsored by: Lewis 

Specifies that land application of industrial wastewater, industrial wastewater sludge, and related process 
wastes must be subject to a nutrient management technical standard established by rule by the Department 
of Natural Resources. 

The nutrient management technical standard must allow for the use of a phosphorus index as specified in 
the bill. Land application conducted in compliance with a land application management plan approved by 
the department is exempt from these requirements.

The bill also authorizes the Missouri Clean Water Commission to exempt any entity from the requirement 
to obtain any water pollution permit based on licensure under the Missouri Fertilizer law, only if the 
entity is producing products that are commercially sold to an end user and has accurate labeling for each 
container that includes certain information.

Further, in order to receive an operating permit, a point source or operating location for commingled offsite 
industrial wastewater and wastewater residuals open storage basin or vessel must meet current design 
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requirements for a wastewater treatment facility's design capacity. The bill also establishes buffer distances, 
based on a facilities capacity, between the basin or vessel and any public building or occupied residence.

Solid Waste

HB1751 | Solid Waste Facility Permitting 
Sponsored by: Haffner

Changes the distance required for a municipality to seek the approval of a neighboring municipality when 
permitting a solid waste facility from one-half mile to one mile and makes the one-mile distance apply 
to solid waste processing facilities, demolition landfills, and sanitary landfills in addition to solid waste 
disposal areas.

NORTH CAROLINA
Notable Legislation

S802 establishes the Commercial Property Assessed Capital Expenditure Program (C-PACE Program) to 
be administered by the Economic Development Partnership of North Carolina under the supervision of the 
Department of Commerce. 

S607 is a sweeping regulatory reform bill that amends statutes governing cost recovery for natural gas 
local distribution companies to provide that the Utilities Commission may authorize a rate adjustment 
mechanism for a company's recovery of costs to produce, purchase, and transport natural gas—including 
gas derived from renewable energy biomass resources. 

Energy Legislation

Efficiency & Weatherization

S542 | Hurricane Recovery Funds 
Sponsored by: Galey, Barnes, and Corbin

Specifies that any remaining Hurricane Dorian recovery funds must be repurposed for the Department of 
Transportation's Resilience Program.

S802 | C-PACE Program  
Sponsored by: Johnson, et al.

Establishes the Commercial Property Assessed Capital Expenditure Program (C-PACE Program) to be 
administered by the Economic Development Partnership of North Carolina (EDPNC) under the supervision 
of the Department of Commerce.

Under the C-PACE Program, owners of qualifying commercial property could apply to EDPNC for long-
term financing provided by private lenders to pay for property improvements that include energy efficiency, 
water conservation, renewable energy, and resilience measures.
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Utilities

S607 | Regulatory Reform Act of 2024 
Sponsored by: Alexander, Jarvis, and Ford

Amends statutes governing cost recovery for natural gas local distribution companies to provide that 
the Utilities Commission may authorize a rate adjustment mechanism for a company's recovery of costs 
to produce, purchase, and transport natural gas, which may include gas derived from renewable energy 
biomass resources. 

For purposes of the provision, "renewable energy biomass" includes agricultural waste, animal waste, wood 
waste, spent pulping liquors, organic waste, combustible residues, combustible gases, energy crops, landfill 
methane, or domestic wastewater. The company is prohibited by the law from recovering the incremental 
cost of natural gas attributable to renewable energy biomass resources that exceeds the average system cost 
of gas unattributable to renewable energy biomass resources.

The measure updates the law governing contamination of a public water system to extend coverage under 
the statute to wastewater treatment facilities (in addition to public water systems), and it revises the Public 
Utilities Chapter of the General Statutes governing willful injury to property of a public utility to increase 
the punishment from a Class 1 misdemeanor to a Class C felony and authorize any person injured by reason 
of damage to property of a public utility to sue for and recover treble damages, punitive damages, costs, 
and attorneys' fees from the person who committed the violation, and any person who acts as an accessory 
before or after the fact, aids or abets, solicits, conspires, or lends material support to the violation.

The law exempts punitive damages that can be recovered from a person committing damage to a public 
water system, wastewater treatment facility, or manufacturing facility from the cap on such damages (three 
times the amount of compensatory damages or $250,000, whichever is greater). 

The act also expands the requirements for issuance of Clean Water Act certifications by the Department 
of Environmental Quality (DEQ) to projects located at an existing or former electric generating facility 
and prohibits local government units from requiring an applicant for water or sewer service for residential 
development to agree to any condition not otherwise authorized by law, or to accept any offer by the 
applicant to consent to any condition not otherwise authorized by law.

The Coastal Resources Commission is required to permit replacement of a permanent erosion control 
structure originally permitted pursuant to a variance granted by the Commission prior to July 1, 1995, 
consisting of a field of geotextile sand tubes, the field of geotextile sand tubes with rock erosion control 
structures subject to the following criteria:

•	 The number of rock erosion control structures must be equal to or less than the number of geotextile 
sand tubes originally permitted;

•	 The structure(s) or field of structures may consist of groins, including T head or lollipop groins, or 
breakwaters to be approved by the Division of Coastal Management, in its discretion, or by variance 
from the Coastal Resources Commission; and

•	 The structure field may not be enlarged beyond the alongshore dimensions authorized under the 
original permit, and the aggregate overall length of the rock structures may not exceed the aggregate 
overall length of the geotextile sand tubes authorized under the original permit.

Regarding reporting, the bill moves the required Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) 
report on coal combustion residual impoundments from quarterly to annually, before October 1st each year, 
and it authorize DHHS to combine that report with its annual report to members of the General Assembly 
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whose district contains a coal combustion residual impoundment. It also requires DEQ to report quarterly 
to the Joint Legislative Commission on Energy Policy on any applications received for permits required for 
siting or operation of natural gas pipelines and gas-fired electric generation facilities and activities of the 
department to process such applications, including tracking of processing times. The legislation also allows 
DEQ to submit its required annual report on the Stormwater Fund along with the other required water 
infrastructure reports, as a single report, and moves the report date for the Stormwater Fund report to 
November 1.

The measure further provides that food service establishments not involved in pumping or vacuuming a 
grease appurtenance do not have to obtain a septage management firm permit.

Finally, the act allows emergency grants from the Viable Utility Reserve to be awarded for more than three 
consecutive fiscal years.

Environmental Legislation

Environmental Health & Justice

S355 | 2024 Farm Act 
Sponsored by: Jackson, Hanig, Moffitt, and Perry

Eliminates the civil penalty for transporting a live swine without identification and amends the definition of 
feral swine to include live swine transported without identification.

The bill directs the Agriculture and Forestry Awareness Study Commission to study communication lines 
that fall below minimum height requirements and create a public safety hazard.

Cities and counties are prohibited from imposing stormwater utility fees for property used for bona fide 
farm purposes. 

Finally, the measure reenacts a conservation tax credit for certain real property donations and modifies the 
purposes for which donated land will qualify for the credit.

Inland Water Quality & Management

H593 | Sanitary Board Expansion 
Sponsored by: Gillespie, et al.

Allows a sanitary district board to extend the boundaries of the district to include all the contiguous 
corporate areas of any municipality requesting inclusion into the sanitary district by resolution.

The sanitary district board is required to hold a public hearing as soon as practicable after receiving the 
municipality's resolution and is required to make the boundary change effective date to coincide with the 
start of a fiscal or calendar year.
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OKLAHOMA
Notable Legislation

SB1505 expands the provisions of the Oklahoma Emission Reduction Technology Incentive Act to include 
projects reducing emissions from downstream oil and gas projects as well as refining projects.

SB1569 modifies the Oklahoma Carbon Sequestration Enhancement Act to limit the Conservation 
Commission's jurisdiction to terrestrial and agricultural carbon sequestration practices.

Energy Legislation

Carbon Capture & Storage

SB1370 | Seismic Monitoring Equipment Requirements 
Sponsored by: Paxton, Boles, and Davis

Requires the Oklahoma Low Carbon Energy Initiative program to be responsible for satisfying equipment 
needs related to seismic activity monitoring.

SB1569 | Carbon Sequestration Act Modifications 
Sponsored by: Rader, Boles, and Davis

Modifies the Oklahoma Carbon Sequestration Enhancement Act to limit the Conservation Commission's 
jurisdiction to terrestrial and agricultural carbon sequestration practices.

The provisions of the act may not include geologic carbon sequestration occurring in Underground 
Injection Control Class II (oil and gas) or Class VI (carbon dioxide storage) projects.

Cybersecurity & Digital Technology

HB3594 | Digital Asset Mining Sound Regulation 
Sponsored by: Hill, Coleman, Maynard, and Prieto

Removes the prohibition on political subdivisions that want to limit the sound decibels generated from 
home digital asset mining.

Fossil Energy

HB3031 | EMS Districts Motor Fuel Tax Exemption 
Sponsored by: Maynard, Bullard, and Cantrell

Exempts emergency medical service districts from paying motor fuel tax.

HB4095 | Underground Facilities Act Amendment 
Sponsored by: Caldwell, Paxton, and Boles

Amends the Oklahoma Underground Facilities Damage Prevention Act by revising the definition of 
underground facility to include projects in a private easement.

The measure also defines the following:

•	 ‘Watch and protect’ means an operator or its designated representative is present to observe an 
excavation within ten feet of the operator's marking of its existing underground facility;
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•	 ‘Pre-excavation meeting request’ means a notice to underground facility operators to participate in 
scheduled meetings for the purpose of planning large projects and coordinate resources accordingly; 
and 

•	 ‘Large projects’ mean excavation projects that either exceed five hundred linear feet in incorporated 
areas or one linear mile in unincorporated areas or the estimated duration of work is more than 90 
days.

The measure prohibits excavation projects designated as “watch and protect” from taking place without 
the operator or designated representative present, and it requires that “watch and protect” projects submit 
contact information to the Oklahoma One-Call System.

Finally, the act establishes a notification process for large projects, and it requires the Oklahoma One-Call 
System to keep notifications and positive responses for at least four years.

SB2025 | Gross Production Tax Election for Oil 
Sponsored by: Rader and Fetgatter

Allows oil and gas producers to make an election to report and pay the gross production tax on any oil that 
is retained by the producer and not sold at the time of production.

When that oil is eventually sold, the measure states that the purchaser of any oil transferred off a lease will 
not be liable for the gross production tax and will not be required to obtain a purchaser's reporting number 
for said oil.

Nuclear Energy

SB1535 | Nuclear Energy Added to Low Carbon Initiative 
Sponsored by: Burns, et al.

Amends the Oklahoma Low Carbon Energy Initiative to include nuclear energy in its aim to advance the 
research and development of new energy technologies.

The measure also expands the Low Carbon Energy Initiative Board to include two additional members: one 
member representing electric utilities and another representing the nuclear energy industry.

Renewable Energy

HB4065 | Green Hydrogen Producers Exclusion 
Sponsored by: Wallace, Paxton, and Munson

Excludes green hydrogen producers that generate electricity to use on-site from the definition of “public 
utility” as long the producer does not provide retail electricity.

Reorganization & Coordination

HB3051 | Reallocation of Tax Credit Funds 
Sponsored by: Boles, et al.

Allows for the reallocation of funds between three tax credit pools if any of the pools are not fully utilized.
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The pools are each capped at ten million dollars and provide the following credits:

•	 Qualified clean burning fuel property propelled by compressed natural gas, liquefied natural gas, or 
liquefied petroleum gas, property related to the delivery of compressed natural gas, liquefied natural 
gas or liquefied petroleum gas, and property directly related to the compression and delivery of 
natural gas;

•	 Property originally equipped so that the vehicle may be propelled by a hydrogen fuel cell electric 
fueling system and property directly related to the delivery of hydrogen; and

•	 Property which is a metered-for-fee, public access recharging system for motor vehicles propelled in 
whole or in part by electricity.

SR30 | Federal Permitting Reform 
Sponsored by: Paxton

Urges the U.S. Congress to reform federal permitting policies to accelerate the deployment of new energy 
infrastructure.

The resolution further asks federal lawmakers to work in good faith to enact legislation that reforms federal 
permitting and environmental review processes to promote economic and environmental stewardship by 
expediting the deployment of modern energy infrastructure. The reforms should enable faster and lower-
cost construction of energy infrastructure of all kinds, without prejudice, including by considering steps 
to limit excessive use of judicial processes to slow projects inappropriately, prevent inappropriate usage of 
the Clean Water Act and other laws to hamstring the lawful building of linear energy infrastructure, such 
as pipelines and transmission lines, and enact reforms to plan, permit, and pay for the necessary build-
out of electricity transmission infrastructure to support a more reliable energy grid that lowers costs for 
consumers and businesses.

It also asks for the domestic build-out of a full array of modern energy technologies, including nuclear, 
emissions management, hydrogen, critical mineral mining and processing, and all other needs for a modern 
energy system.

Utilities

HB3053 | Southwest Power Pool Report Requirement 
Sponsored by: Boles, Rader, Williams, and Provenzano

Directs the Corporation Commission to coordinate with the Southwest Power Pool (SPP) to develop and 
provide a report of the regulatory and statutory frameworks addressing the rule of the SPP as it relates to 
the state. 

The report must provide a comprehensive assessment of the impact of the SPP on the state’s electricity 
infrastructure and utilize the most recent 12 months of data. The commission must complete the report no 
later than December 31, 2024.

HB3215 | Electrical Contractors Continuing Education 
Sponsored by: West and Daniels

Modifies continuing education requirements for electrical contractors, journeymen, and apprentices 
effective January 1, 2026. 
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Contractors and journeymen must complete 12 hours of continuing education every three years for license 
renewal. The courses must be approved by the Committee of Electrical Examiners and cover specified 
topics. 

The bill requires that apprentices complete three hours of continuing education annually for registration 
renewal. Continuing education is not required for apprentices who are students or enrolled in an approved 
course.

SB1572 | Redefinition of Electrical Intern as Apprentice 
Sponsored by: Daniels and Sims

Redefines electrical intern to “student apprentice” as it relates to the Electrical Licensing Act. 

The measure also requires such apprentices to be employed with an active licensed electrical contractor, 
and it states a student apprentice may not apply more than 500 hours toward his or her journeyman 
requirements.

Environmental Legislation

Emergency Management & Homeland Security

HB2912 | Disaster Relief Fund Creation 
Sponsored by: Wallace, et al.

Creates the State Assistance Dedicated for Disaster-impacted Local Economies Revolving Fund in order to 
provide advanced financial liquidity to governmental subdivisions directly impacted by a FEMA declared 
emergency or disaster event.

Governmental subdivisions must enter into a repayment agreement with the Oklahoma Department of 
Emergency Management to be eligible, according to the act. Governmental subdivisions are authorized to 
use these funds for infrastructure repair, temporary housing and shelter, to fund gaps in required matching 
funds necessary to participate in FEMA programs, and to mitigate revenue losses.

HB3192 | Liability Protection for Prescribed Burns 
Sponsored by: Newton and Green

Adds liability protections for forest rangers who conduct prescribed burns on public lands or private lands 
with the consent of the landowner.

SB1371 | Homeland Security Duties Transfer 
Sponsored by: Paxton and George

Transfers the duties of the Office of Homeland Security from the Oklahoma Department of Emergency 
Management to the Department of Public Safety.

Emissions & Pollution

SB1505 | Emission Reduction Tech Incentive Expansion 
Sponsored by: Paxton, Boles, and Archer

Expands the provisions of the Oklahoma Emission Reduction Technology Incentive Act to include projects 
reducing emissions from downstream oil and gas projects as well as refining projects.

The definition of Emission Reduction Project is also expanded to include the installation of systems and/
or equipment to reduce the per barrel consumption of energy. The measure also directs the Department 
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of Environmental Quality to create an expenditure preapproval process for rebate applicants and creates a 
separate revolving fund for rebating downstream activities.

SB1587 | Expansion of EV Charging Act 
Sponsored by: Hall, Hill, and Deck

Expands the Oklahoma Electric Vehicle Charging Act to include fuel cell electric vehicles and infrastructure 
and clarifies that an electric supplier or municipality may use its own EV charging station or hydrogen 
fueling station for serving its own electric vehicles.

Environmental Health & Justice

HB2185 | Aerial Pesticide Applicator License Clarification 
Sponsored by: Lowe and Bullard

Clarifies the eligibility requirements for an aerial pesticide applicator license so aerial application of 
pesticides is allowed in situations other than an agricultural setting.

HB3182 | Emergency Drought Committee Authorization 
Sponsored by: Patzkowsky, Pederson, and May

Authorizes the Oklahoma Department of Agriculture, Food, and Forestry Commissioner to convene the 
Emergency Drought Committee when the secretary declares that emergency drought conditions exist.

HB3462 | Chronic Wasting Disease Genetic Improvement 
Sponsored by: Archer, et al.

Creates the Chronic Wasting Disease Genetic Improvement Act in order to develop a pilot program to 
enhance the genetic durability of Oklahoma deer against chronic wasting disease.

HB3856 | Temporary Hunting License for Upland Game 
Sponsored by: Cornwell, Pemberton, and Stephens

Allows the director of Wildlife Conservation to provide residents and nonresidents with a five-day paper 
hunting license for upland winged game, excluding wild turkeys, to hunt in a commercial hunt area.

HB3997 | Repeal of Predator Control Cyanide Ban 
Sponsored by: Fetgatter and Bullard

Repeals the provision that cyanide may not be used as a means of predator control from April 1 to 
September 30 each year.

Inland Water Quality & Management

HB2197 | Temporary Permit for Water Resources Board 
Sponsored by: Lowe, Paxton, and Boles

Amends the definition of "provisional temporary permit" so that the executive director of the Oklahoma 
Water Resources Board (OWRB) may administratively issue a 90-day permit for stream-water and 
groundwater.

The provisional permit may be renewed up to three times for the oil and gas industry, except in a sole-
source aquifer.
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The measure also allows stream-water permit holders to explain any unused water in a mandatory annual 
report, which is submitted to OWRB. It also authorizes the board to excuse the nonuse, rather than 
requiring the permit holder to forfeit the water.

Lastly, the measure empowers OWRB executive director to order the immediate cessation of water use 
when staff determine the use is unauthorized or will damage water users with prior appropriations.

SB7 | Expanded Municipal Powers Over Lakes 
Sponsored by: Treat, et al

Expands the powers of municipalities concerning the use and development of lakes and surrounding 
lands and authorizes the construction of specific structures, such as amusement parks and other forms of 
recreation, on municipal lands.

SB1273 | Blue River-Little Blue Creek Study 
Sponsored by: Alvord, Townley, Provenzano, and Deck

Establishes the Blue River-Little Blue Creek Stream Health Assessment Study in order to coordinate with a 
research university for the purpose of defining the study scope and conducting work necessary to complete 
data collection and the development of the study.

SB1914 | Groundwater Irrigation District Participation 
Sponsored by: Murdock, Newton, and Waldron

Requires all permit holders within petitioned area to participate in groundwater irrigation district.

Land Management

SB1514 | Statute of Limitations for Land Office 
Sponsored by: Paxton and Boles

Applies the current five-year statute of limitations on actions brought pursuant to the Production Revenue 
Standards Act and applies the time limit to the commissioners of the Land Office as well.

SB1705 | Foreign Adversaries Land Ownership Ban 
Sponsored by: Howard, et al.

Prohibits foreign government adversaries designated as hostile or a Country of Particular Concern from 
owning land in the state.

SB1997 | Conservation Easement Disclosure Requirement 
Sponsored by: Murdock, et al.

Requires the owner of a property burdened by a conservation easement to disclose the easement to 
potential buyers of the property.

Reorganization & Coordination

HB3763 | Burn Ban Signs on DOT and Turnpike Posts 
Sponsored by: Cantrell, Stewart, and Sims

Allows county officials and fire departments to post burn ban signs on Department of Transportation 
(ODOT) and Oklahoma Turnpike Authority owned signposts. 
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The locations of the burn ban signs are to be agreed upon by ODOT and the county or fire department. 
Installation, removal, and any associated costs are the responsibility of the county or fire department, 
according to the measure.

Solid Waste

SB1442 | Poultry Waste Certificate Authority Transfer 
Sponsored by: Hamilton and West

Transfers the authority to issue poultry waste application certificates from the State Board of Agriculture to 
the Department of Agriculture, Food, and Forestry.

PUERTO RICO
Notable Legislation

HR1104 orders the Finance and Budget Committee of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico to conduct an 
investigation into the economic and fiscal impact of the implementation of the Fifth Amendment to the 
Third Amended Title III Plan of the Electric Energy Authority of Puerto Rico.

HR1142 requires a thorough investigation on all matters related to LUMA Energy's performance, execution, 
and compliance with the obligations assumed in the public-private partnership contract with the Electric 
Energy Authority.

Energy Legislation

Reorganization & Coordination

SR1134 | Electric Cars Reimbursement Investigation 
Sponsored by Sen. Hernández

Orders the Commission on Consumer Rights, Banking Services, and Insurance Industry of the Puerto Rico 
House of Representatives to conduct a thorough investigation into the implementation and control by 
vehicle dealers and relevant government agencies of reimbursements and/or exemptions on arbitrations 
authorized by prior law known as the Act for the Promotion of Vehicles Driven by Electricity.

Utilities

HR1104 | Electric Energy Authority Plan Review 
Sponsored by Reps. Rodríguez, et al. 

Orders the Finance and Budget Committee of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico to conduct an 
investigation into the economic and fiscal impact of the implementation of the Fifth Amendment to 
the Third Amended Title III Plan of the Electric Energy Authority of Puerto Rico and to evaluate the 
compatibility of the plan with the objectives of the fiscal plans certified by the Board of Supervision and 
Fiscal Administration.
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HR1142 | LUMA Energy Investigation 
Sponsored by Rep. Rodríguez

Requires the Commission for the Development and Control of Public Funds of the Southeast Region and 
the Commission on Economic Development, Planning, Telecommunications, Public-Private Partnerships 
and Energy of the House of Representatives to conduct a thorough and continuous investigation on all 
matters related to LUMA Energy's performance, execution and compliance with the obligations assumed 
in the public-private partnership contract with the Electric Energy Authority, regarding the quality and 
effectiveness of the services provided by LUMA Energy to the United Nations Representative District 
comprising sectors of the municipality of Caguas.

SR0913 | Electric Energy Authority Assets Sale 
Sponsored by Sen. Dalmau

Directs the Committee on Strategic Projects and Energy of the Senate to investigate the process of sale, 
rental, or disposal intended to be carried out by the Electric Energy Authority of its assets at the Roosevelt 
Roads Base.

Environmental Legislation

Environmental Health & Justice

SR0946 | Environmental Impact Study 
Sponsored by Sen. Berrios

Requires the Committee on Agriculture and Natural Resources of the Senate of Puerto Rico to carry 
out research, study, and analysis on compliance with the regulations and provisions that apply for the 
construction of a stop in the coastal valley of the Playuela sector in the municipality of Aguadilla and to 
consider the severity of environmental impact due to the development of the project and the possibility of 
transforming it into an ecological corridor or other conservation options.

Inland Water Quality & Management

HR0079 | Stone River Flood Control Review 
Sponsored by Reps. Santiago & Concepción

Requests the U.S. Congress and the President of the United States to intervene and review the scope 
and implementation of the Stone River Flood Control project by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to 
ensure meaningful participation of local citizens and institutions, consider nature-based solutions, meet 
environmental and climate justice standards, and expand the scope to comprehensively address related 
urban challenges.

HR1099 | Used Water Overflow Investigation 
Sponsored by Rep. Ramos

Directs the Transportation, Infrastructure and Public Works Commission of the House of Representatives 
to conduct a thorough investigation into the recurrent problem with the overflow of used water in the Villa 
Cañona Community in the Municipality of Loíza, which affects the quality of life of residents.
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Solid Waste

HR1115 | Waste Processing Plant Investigation 
Sponsored by Rep. Fernández

Orders the Committee on Natural Resources, Environmental Affairs and Recycling of the House of 
Representatives to conduct a thorough investigation into the granting of permits, the operation and possible 
violations of law to the waste processing plant Oiltec Eco Logistics, LLC, located in the El Cinco sector of the 
Tomás de Castro neighborhood in the Municipality of Caguas, and for other related purposes. 

SOUTH CAROLINA
Notable Legislation

S0912 expresses support for the SC Nexus for Advanced Resilient Energy and to encourage the continued 
global leadership to reduce the state's environmental impact while enhancing its economic output.

H3690 enacts the ESG Pension Protection Act in order to prohibit the assessment of financial risk or return 
using “nonpecuniary factors,” such as the promotion, furtherance, or achievement of environmental, social, 
or political goals, objectives, or outcomes.

Energy Legislation

Fossil Energy

H5493 | Sustainable Aviation Fuel Use 
Sponsored by: Hixon

Encourages taking all practical steps to increase the use of sustainable aviation fuel to ensure that the state 
is competitive in the industry.

S1329 | Sustainable Aviation Fuel Promotion 
Sponsored by: Campsen and Alexander

Encourages the state to take all practical steps to increase the use of sustainable aviation fuel in the state, 
regionally, and nationally.

Reorganization & Coordination

S0912 | Support for SC Nexus Energy Project 
Sponsored by: Davis

Expresses support for the SC Nexus for Advanced Resilient Energy and to encourage the continued global 
leadership to reduce the state's environmental impact while enhancing its economic output.

Utilities

H5154 | Gas Utilities Penalty Adjustments 
Sponsored by: West and Sandifer

Changes to the maximum civil penalty for gas utilities that violate specific duties related to safety standards, 
inspection and maintenance plans, and record keeping to mirror the maximum federal penalty.
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H5395 | Lancaster Gas Authority Revenue Use 
Sponsored by: Newton, Mitchell, Yow, and Neese

Removes the requirement that all unencumbered revenues from the system of the Lancaster County 
Natural Gas Authority be paid over to the municipalities served by the authority and provides that such 
funds must be used instead to expand the system or to reduce customer rates.

Environmental Legislation

Environmental Health & Justice

H3690 | ESG Pension Protection Act 
Sponsored by: Taylor, et al.

Enacts the ESG Pension Protection Act in order to prohibit the assessment of financial risk or return using 
“nonpecuniary factors,” such as the promotion, furtherance, or achievement of environmental, social, or 
political goals, objectives, or outcomes.

H4386 | Robust Redhorse Protection 
Sponsored by: Forrest

Creates a misdemeanor offense for taking, harming, or killing robust redhorse from public waters and 
establishes a penalty schedule that includes the assessment of a fine, a term of imprisonment, or both.

The measure also establishes a limited commercial blue crab license and the requirements for obtaining the 
license.

H4047 | Endangered Species Records Protection 
Sponsored by: Ott

Prohibits the release of records regarding the occurrence of rare, threatened, endangered, or imperiled 
plant and animal species by the Department of Natural Resources.

H4612 | Helicopter Hog Hunting Permits 
Sponsored by: Hixon, et al.

Allows the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) to issue permits for taking feral hogs while airborne in 
a helicopter. 

The bill also enables an airman or passenger while in flight within South Carolina, to kill or attempt to kill 
feral hogs while acting under a permit issued by DNR.

H4843 | Business Structures in Critical Areas 
Sponsored by: Bailey, et al.

Allows a business with a deck, dock, or other structure located in a critical area to use the structure for 
purposes directly related to the operation of the business with local zoning approval.

Land Management

H3748 | Land Surveying Monument Protection 
Sponsored by: Caskey, et al.

Creates a misdemeanor offense for intentionally removing or destroying land surveying monuments which 
are established by federal, state, local, and private agencies.
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H3951 | Conservation Bank Board Expansion 
Sponsored by: Haddon, et al.

Amends the composition of the Board of the South Carolina Conservation Bank to increase membership by 
adding the commissioner of Agriculture, the Secretary of Commerce, and the Secretary of Transportation.

Solid Waste

H4087 | Corporate and Recycling Tax Credits 
Sponsored by: Smith, et al. 

Amends several code sections dealing with the current corporate headquarters tax credit, tax credits for 
recycling facilities, job development and retraining credits, and sales tax exemptions for data centers.

Specifically, the measure revises the recycling facilities credit by lowering the investment threshold from 
$300 million to $150 million and expanding the credit to include manufacture and fabrication of products 
from qualifying post-consumer waste materials and to include used batteries, solar panels, and turbines in 
addition to the current list of scrap metal and iron and used plastics, paper, glass, and rubber.

H5604 / S1374 | Waste and Recycling Workers Week 
Sponsored by: Johnson, et al.; Hembree

Recognizes June 16-22, 2024, as Waste and Recycling Workers Week in honor of solid waste and recycling 
collectors.

S1248 | Recycling Efforts Recognition 
Sponsored by: Hembree

Recognizes Current Transitions for their recycling efforts and educational services to the state.

TENNESSEE
Notable Legislation

HB2118 vacates and reconstitutes the State Energy Policy Council, which serves as the central energy 
policy planning body of the state and communicate and cooperate with federal, state, regional, and local 
bodies and agencies for the purposes of affecting a coordinated energy policy.

HB2325 Enacts the Tennessee Artificial Intelligence Advisory Council Act in order to recommend an action 
plan to guide awareness, education, and usage of artificial intelligence in state government.

Energy Legislation

Cybersecurity & Digital Technology

HB2325 | Tennessee Artificial Intelligence Advisory Council Act 
Sponsored by: Hazlewood, Hardaway, and Boyd

Enacts the Tennessee Artificial Intelligence Advisory Council Act in order to recommend an action plan 
to guide awareness, education, and usage of artificial intelligence in state government that aligns with 
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the state's policies and goals and that supports public employees in the efficient and effective delivery of 
customer service.

The bill requires the council to make specific recommendations for policy changes and investments for 
consideration to ensure that awareness of artificial intelligence is promoted to support state employees 
with information needed for their decision making, and the state has clear usage policies that outline the 
acceptable use of artificial intelligence tools by state entities and employees.

Efficiency & Weatherization

SB2082 | Resilient Tennessee Loan Fund 
Sponsored by: Johnson, Walley, and Yager

Creates the Resilient Tennessee Revolving Loan Fund Act in order to receive federal funds from the 
Safeguarding Tomorrow through Ongoing Risk Mitigation (STORM) Act by establishing a revolving loan 
fund.

Emergency Management & Homeland Security

HB2265 | Critical Infrastructure Vandalism 
Sponsored by: Boyd, Sherrell, and Davis

Adds using, altering, encrypting, ransoming, destroying, or otherwise rendering unavailable without 
authorization, electronic data, electronic devices, or network providers of critical infrastructure or of a farm 
to the offense of committing critical infrastructure vandalism.

Fossil Energy

SB2307 | Hydrogen Gas Fuel Tax Law Amendment 
Sponsored by: Rose and Yager

Adds hydrogen gas to the definition of alternative fuel for the purposes of fuel tax law, which subjects 
hydrogen gas to the compressed natural gas tax and exempts it from the sales and use tax.

Renewable Energy

SB2486 | Solar Power Agreement Filing 
Sponsored by: Walley

Requires the grantee under a solar power facility agreement to file a copy of the agreement with the Office of 
Energy Programs in the Department of Environment and Conservation.

The bill also directs the office to expand and maintain its existing website with additional guidance and 
resources regarding solar energy for various audiences.

Reorganization & Coordination

HB2118 | State Energy Policy Council Reconstitution 
Sponsored by: Fritts, et al. 

Vacates and reconstitutes the State Energy Policy Council.

The council serves as the central energy policy planning body of the state and communicate and cooperate 
with federal, state, regional, and local bodies and agencies for the purposes of affecting a coordinated 
energy policy.
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HJR0119 | State Energy Production Plan 
Sponsored by: Fritts, Vital, and Doggett

Encourages the state to develop an energy production plan in an effort to become an energy exporter.

SB1615 | Interstate Mining Compact Extension 
Sponsored by: Roberts

Extends the Interstate Mining Compact to June 30, 2032.

Utilities

HB0284 | Sealed Bid Threshold Standardization 
Sponsored by: Whitson, et al.

Standardizes the thresholds for competitive sealed bids for counties, municipalities, utility districts, local 
education agencies, and other local governmental entities.

HB2286 | Underground Utility Damage Prevention Act 
Sponsored by: Marsh

Revises the Underground Utility Damage Prevention Act to amend requirements for emergency excavations 
and impose civil penalties for violators of the act.

HB2981 | Humboldt Utilities Authority Act 
Sponsored by: Martin

Establishes, subject to local approval, the Humboldt Utilities Authority Act to create and empower the 
Humboldt Utilities Authority.

HB3002 | Bolivar Energy Authority Appointments 
Sponsored by: Shaw

Changes the appointing authority for vacancies on the Board of Directors of the Bolivar Energy Authority 
from the mayor to the members of the Board of Directors.

HJR0135 | TVA Winter Weather Energy Issues 
Sponsored by: Powell, et al.

Requests TVA to address energy issues as they pertain to winter weather events in order to avoid rolling 
blackouts and power outages.

SB0129 | Utility System Asset Depreciation Rules 
Sponsored by: Walley, Yager, Jackson, and Stevens

Prohibits the comptroller of the treasury, in determining whether a utility system is financially distressed, 
from considering the straight-line depreciation of an asset acquired or completed in the 12 calendar months 
preceding the audit, so long as the asset's depreciation is calculated in accordance with generally accepted 
accounting principles and if the prohibition is approved by a simple majority vote of the governing body of a 
utility system at a meeting of the governing body.

SB2424 | Energy Siting Agreements 
Sponsored by: Walley, Bowling, and Campbell

Authorizes local governments to enter into voluntary energy siting agreements for energy infrastructure 
improvements. 
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The measure requires that agreements be approved by resolution of the respective legislative bodies of such 
local governments, and it establishes a vested property right for an energy siting agreement and specifies 
the vesting period required for such agreement, depending on the preliminary or final development plan 
requirements of the local government.

SB2497 | Pavement Repair Limitations 
Sponsored by: Lowe

Prohibits a city, county, or metropolitan government from requiring the repair of pavement or sidewalk 
in excess of 200 percent of the surface area disturbed during the inspection, installation, or connection to 
pipes, natural gas mains, or conductors in cases where gas companies must repair the streets, lanes, alleys, 
pavements, and sidewalks of any town, city, or village, after laying pipes and extending conductors.

HB2523 | Reelfoot Lake Utility Board Compensation 
Sponsored by: Grills

Requires the amount fixed by the board of directors of the Reelfoot Lake Regional Utility and Planning 
District to compensate members of the board of directors for their services be $300 per month, instead of 
$200 per month.

SB2315 | Infrastructure Development Districts 
Sponsored by: Pody

Authorizes municipalities, counties, and metropolitan governments to establish infrastructure development 
districts (IDD) within a municipality or across multiple municipalities for the purpose of establishing an 
alternative method to fund and finance new residential infrastructure through the levy and collection of 
special assessments and the issuance of bonds.

SB2827 | Landowner Liability for Public Parks 
Sponsored by: Crowe

Provides that an owner of land who enters into a cooperative agreement with a public utility owned by the 
federal government for the use of the public utility's land in conjunction with the owner's land of at least 
100 acres that is made available to the public as a park for outdoor recreational purposes without charge, 
except for a nominal parking fee or special event fee, generally owes no duty of care to persons entering or 
going upon such land and is not liable for any loss, damages, or injury to such persons.

SB2834 | Offsite Utility Improvements Cost-Sharing 
Sponsored by: Stevens

Revises the law relative to building codes and utilities.

Specifically, the measure states that when the owner of real property applies for utility service from a utility 
system for residential or commercial development on the owner's property and the utility has an existing 
utility line or system immediately adjacent to the real property, the utility system may not require the 
owner to construct or pay for the construction of any offsite utility improvements as a condition for service 
or permit issuance.

The act establishes that if a utility system determines that offsite utility improvements must be constructed 
to provide the utility service requested and to maintain the utility's current level of service and capacity 
to serve its existing customers, the utility system must require the owner to construct or pay for the 
construction of such offsite utility improvements. The utility system is also authorized to require the owner 
to upgrade the offsite utility improvements required to increase the utility system's capacity to serve future 
customers, but only pursuant to a cost-sharing arrangement between the owner and the utility system.
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If the owner and the utility system are unable to agree upon the amount of the cost-sharing arrangement, 
the bill authorizes the owner to request the Tennessee board of utility regulation to determine the cost-
sharing amount.

SR0318 | Federal Permitting Reform 
Sponsored by: Massey

Urges the U.S. Congress to reform federal permitting policies to accelerate the deployment of new energy 
infrastructure.

The resolution further asks federal lawmakers to work in good faith to enact legislation that reforms federal 
permitting and environmental review processes to promote economic and environmental stewardship by 
expediting the deployment of modern energy infrastructure. The reforms should enable faster and lower-
cost construction of energy infrastructure of all kinds, without prejudice, including by considering steps 
to limit excessive use of judicial processes to slow projects inappropriately, prevent inappropriate usage of 
the Clean Water Act and other laws to hamstring the lawful building of linear energy infrastructure, such 
as pipelines and transmission lines, and enact reforms to plan, permit, and pay for the necessary build-
out of electricity transmission infrastructure to support a more reliable energy grid that lowers costs for 
consumers and businesses.

It also asks for the domestic build-out of a full array of modern energy technologies, including nuclear, 
emissions management, hydrogen, critical mineral mining and processing, and all other needs for a modern 
energy system.

Environmental Legislation

Emergency Management & Homeland Security

SB1939 | Disaster Assistance Agreement Clarification 
Sponsored by: Haile and Yarbro

Clarifies that an "occurrence," for purposes of the Mutual Aid and Emergency and Disaster Assistance 
Agreement Act of 2004, includes events that result in bodily injury or property damage.

Environmental Health & Justice

HB2263 | Wildlife Commission Participation 
Sponsored by: Darby, et al. 

Requires that appointees to the Fish and Wildlife Commission participate in activities regulated by the 
commission. 

It further requires the commission and Wildlife Resource Agency to encourage hunting, angling, and 
trapping as preferred methods of wildlife management and conservation.

SB2324 | Gas Tax Grants for Marinas 
Sponsored by: Yager, Walley, and Bowling

Requires that a grant awarded to a marina from the portion of gasoline tax revenues apportioned to the 
Wildlife Resources Fund for public and environmental infrastructure at marinas be based on the amount of 
gasoline sold at the marina receiving the grant.
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SB2691 | Prohibition on Weather Modification 
Sponsored by: Southerland, et al.

Prohibits the intentional injection, release, or dispersion, by any means, of chemicals, chemical compounds, 
substances, or apparatus within the borders of the state into the atmosphere with the express purpose of 
affecting temperature, weather, or the intensity of the sunlight.

Hazardous Waste

SB1984 | Eminent Domain for Brownfield Sites 
Sponsored by: Niceley, Bowling, Stevens, and Pody

Prohibits the use of eminent domain to take land for the purpose of establishing private recreational 
facilities or parks, or for private recreational purposes, but authorizes eminent domain for the acquisition of 
brownfield projects, or the redevelopment of brownfield sites.

Inland Water Quality & Management

HB2976 | West Tennessee Regional Utility Authority 
Sponsored by: Moody, et al.

Creates the West Tennessee Regional Utility Authority in order to establish a water and wastewater 
treatment authority in Tipton County.

HB2978 | Fayette County Water Authority Creation 
Sponsored by: Gant

Creates the Fayette County Water Authority, subject to local approval.

SB1948 | Fee Exemption for Aquatic Permits 
Sponsored by: Swann

Prohibits the Department of Environment and Conservation from charging a permit application fee to 
a local government entity for a general aquatic resource alteration permit for emergency infrastructure 
repair, or a general aquatic resource alteration permit for maintenance activities necessary to replace or 
otherwise maintain a culvert.

SB2204 | Ocoee River Fund Disbursements 
Sponsored by: Lowe and Yager

Authorizes disbursements from the Ocoee River Recreation and Economic Development Fund for making 
payments to the Tennessee Valley Authority for additional releases of water into the Ocoee River.

The measure defines and adds Class IV Olympic River Areas to the rivers eligible for inclusion in the State 
Scenic Rivers Program, and it classifies the Ocoee River as a Class IV Olympic River Area.

Land Management

HB2119 | Condemnation Evidence Burden 
Sponsored by: Faison, et al.

Specifies that a condemner bears the burden of proving by a preponderance of evidence certain facts 
regarding the condemnation of a property. 

The measure authorizes property owners whose property is being condemned to have a court determine 
whether the taking is necessary to accomplish the public use. It also provides that the act does not apply 
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to condemnation actions for projects or uses regarding streets, highways, roads, bridges, transportation, 
utilities, utility water, public water projects, sewer, and electricity.

HB2553 | Foreign Ownership of Agricultural Land 
Sponsored by: Reedy, et al.

Prohibits a prohibited foreign party (PFP) or prohibited foreign-party-controlled business (PFPCB) from 
acquiring by grant, purchase, devise, descent, or otherwise, any interest in agricultural land in the state, 
regardless of whether it intends to use such land for nonfarming purposes, or from holding agricultural 
land as an agent, trustee, or other fiduciary for a PFP or PFPCB.

The measure also prohibits any PFPCB from acquiring, by grant, purchase, devise, descent, or otherwise, 
any interest in non-agricultural land in the state, or a party holding non-agricultural land as an agent, 
trustee, or other fiduciary for a prohibited PFPCB.

Solid Waste

HB1689 | Waste Tire Removal Fund Use 
Sponsored by: Lamberth, et al. 

Expands the permitted uses for money received by a county for each tire sold in the county to include 
removal of illegally disposed waste tires from public or private property.

The measure also authorizes the Department of Environment and Conservation to provide funds to a local 
government for the investigation and clean-up of unpermitted waste tire disposal sites.

TEXAS
Texas does not hold a regular legislative session on even-numbered years.

However, we continue to monitor the state's legislature for any relevant special session bills.

U.S. VIRGIN ISLANDS
Over the past year, the U.S. Virgin Islands has passed a single E&E bill. We continue to monitor their 
continuing legislative session for relevant measures.

Energy Legislation

Utilities

SB35-0292 | Energy Crisis Prevention 
Sponsored by Sen. Francis, Jr. 

Extends through September 19, 2024, the Governor’s Executive Order and Proclamation declaring a state of 
energy emergency in the Virgin Islands to avert an energy crisis.
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The bill requires that every 30 days during the declared state of emergency, commencing on August 1, 2024, 
the Governor, through the Incident Command Team, must submit a detailed report to the 35th Legislature 
of the Virgin Islands providing updates on the actions taken to address the critical issues at the Virgin 
Islands Water and Power Authority and appear before the Legislature’s Committee of the Whole to explain 
and answers questions about the report.

VIRGINIA
Notable Legislation

SB454 permits Dominion Energy Virginia to petition the State Corporation Commission for the approval of 
a rate adjustment clause for the recovery of small modular reactor project development costs for up to one 
small modular reactor facility. 

HB862 requires an electric utility to include in its integrated resource plan a comprehensive assessment of 
the potential application of grid-enhancing technologies and advanced conductors.

Energy Legislation

Critical Minerals & Rare Earth Elements

HB85 | Cyanide Ban in Mining 
Sponsored by: Simonds, et al.

Prohibits any miner or other person from using cyanide or a cyanide compound in any mineral mining or 
processing operation.

Cybersecurity & Digital Technology

SB339 | Blockchain and Cryptocurrency Study 
Sponsored by: Salim and Head

Directs the Joint Commission on Technology and Science to conduct an analysis of and make 
recommendations regarding the use of blockchain technology, digital asset mining, and cryptocurrency in 
the Commonwealth. 

The act requires the commission to submit its findings to the Chairmen of the House Committees on 
Appropriations and Communications, Technology and Innovation and the Senate Committees on Finance 
and Appropriations and General Laws and Technology no later than December 1, 2024.

Efficiency & Weatherization

HB25 / SB116 | Tax Holiday for Energy Star and Hurricane Preparedness 
Sponsored by: Reid, et al.; Lucas, Craig, and Durant

Establishes an annual retail sales and use tax holiday that takes place on the first full weekend in August 
beginning on July 1, 2025, through July 1, 2030. 
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During such weekend, state retail sales and use tax will not apply to items such as qualified products 
designated as Energy Star or WaterSense certified, portable generators, or hurricane preparedness 
equipment.

HB1002 | Monitoring of Federal Funding for Energy Efficiency 
Sponsored by: Anthony, Sullivan, and Bennett-Parker

Requires the Department of Energy's Division of Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency to identify and 
monitor any federal grant programs, loan programs, or other opportunities for federal funding to further 
the state's energy efficiency goals.

HB1458 | Chief Resilience Officer Duties 
Sponsored by: Hernandez, et al.

Amends certain provisions relating to the functions and duties of the chief resilience officer (CRO) of the 
state. 

The bill requires the CRO to convene an Interagency Resilience Management Team to support the 
coordination of planning and implementation of resilience efforts, eliminates the position of Special 
Assistant to the Governor for Coastal Adaptation and Protection, and requires the director of the 
Department of Conservation and Recreation to convene an Advisory Review Committee to assist in the 
distribution of loans and grants from the Virginia Community Flood Preparedness Fund. 

The measure also requires the director to convene an Advisory Review Committee to assist in the 
distribution of loans and grants from the Resilient Virginia Revolving Fund and adds the Secretary 
of Natural and Historic Resources and the CRO to the list of those with whom the Virginia Resources 
Authority is required to consult in directing the distribution of loans or grants from such Fund. The bill 
requires, for the two funds, the Department of Conservation and Recreation to make available for public 
inspection at the office of the Department and on a publicly accessible website records of each application 
for grants and loans and the actions taken thereon and provide an opportunity for a 30-day public comment 
period prior to each new grant or loan offering to solicit feedback on proposed revisions to the funds' 
manuals.

HJR6 | Energy Efficiency Day 
Sponsored by: Sullivan

Designates October 4, in 2024 and in each succeeding year, as Energy Efficiency Day in Virginia.

SB737 | Energy Efficiency and Electrification Measures 
Sponsored by: Surovell

Provides that, for the purposes of the Virginia Electric Utility Regulation Act, energy efficiency programs 
include electrification, including measures that electrify space heating, water heating, cooling, drying, 
cooking, industrial processes, and other building and industrial end uses that would otherwise be served 
by onsite, nonelectric fuels, provided that the electrification measures reduce site energy consumption and 
that, to the maximum extent practical, seek to combine with federally authorized customer rebates for heat 
pump technology. 

The bill states that electricity consumption increases that result from State Corporation Commission-
approved electrification measures may not be considered as a reduction in energy savings under the energy 
savings requirements and that utilities may apply verified total site energy reductions that are attributable 
to commission-approved electrification measures to the energy savings requirements. The measure specifies 
that energy efficiency programs and energy efficiency measures do not include electrification of any process 
or activity primarily fueled by natural gas.
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Fossil Energy

HB199 / SB25 | Brownfield and Coal Mine Renewable Energy Funding 
Sponsored by: Krizek and Lopez; Hackworth

Removes the prohibition on the allocation of funds to the Virginia Brownfield and Coal Mine Renewable 
Energy Grant Fund and Program unless federal funds are available in an amount that would cover the 
entire cost of such an allocation.

HB392 / SB248 | Petroleum Products Franchise Agreements 
Sponsored by: Reaser; McPike and Salim

Modifies the Virginia Petroleum Products Franchise Act to provide that a term of an initial agreement 
between a jobber/distributor and a dealer relating to specific marketing premises may not be less than one 
year and that the term of all subsequent agreements between the jobber/distributor and the dealer relating 
to the same marketing premises may not be for less than three years.

The bill provides that rental provisions in any such agreement or franchise must be based on commercially 
fair and reasonable standards at a fair market value of the leased marketing premises under an objectively 
reasonable analysis, uniformly applied to all similarly situated dealers of the same jobber/distributor in 
the same geographic area. If a dealer believes the terms of the agreement offered do not meet a fair market 
value, such dealer may hire, at his expense, an independent third-party appraisal company from a list of 
appraisal companies provided by the jobber/distributor to provide a market valuation study.

The measure provides that such study must be for informational purposes only, not require either party 
to disclose confidential business information, and not bind either party. The provisions of the bill apply to 
Planning District 8 and to initial franchise agreements and renewals of franchise agreements entered into 
after July 1, 2024.

Nuclear Energy

HB1491 | Review of Small Modular Nuclear Facility Costs 
Sponsored by: O'Quinn

Permits American Electric Power, prior to the filing of an application for a certificate to construct a small 
modular nuclear facility, to request the State Corporation Commission to review such utility's decision to 
incur project development costs. 

The bill has an expiration date of July 1, 2034.	  

SB454 | Cost Recovery for Small Modular Reactor Projects 
Sponsored by: Marsden

Permits Dominion Energy Virginia to petition the State Corporation Commission at any time for the 
approval of a rate adjustment clause for the recovery of small modular reactor project development costs for 
up to one small modular reactor facility. 

The measure also allows the utility to petition the commission for project development cost recovery along 
separate development phases. The bill includes an expiration date of December 31, 2029.

Renewable Energy

HB106 / SB253 | Shared Solar Program for Dominion Energy Virginia 
Sponsored by: Sullivan, et al.; Surovell

Amends existing shared solar program provisions applicable to Dominion Energy Virginia. 
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The bill provides that a customer's net bill for participation in the shared solar program means the resulting 
amount a customer must pay the utility after the bill credit is deducted from the customer's monthly gross 
utility bill. It divides the shared solar program into two parts, the first of which has an aggregate capacity of 
200 megawatts. 

The legislation provides that upon a determination that at least 90 percent of the megawatts of the 
aggregate capacity of part one of such program has been subscribed, and that project construction is 
substantially complete, the State Corporation Commission may approve up to an additional 150 megawatts 
of capacity as part two of such program, 75 megawatts of which must serve no more than 51 percent low-
income customers. 

The law directs the commission to initiate a proceeding to recalculate the minimum bill within 30 days of 
a final order in a proceeding establishing the value of a solar renewable energy certificate as required by 
relevant law, and it specifies that the commission must update its shared solar program consistent with the 
requirements of the bill by March 1, 2025, and require each utility to file any associated tariffs, agreements, 
or forms necessary for implementing the program by December 1, 2025. 

Finally, the bill requires the Department of Energy to convene a stakeholder work group to determine the 
amounts and forms of certain project incentives and to submit a written report to the Chairmen of the 
House Committee on Labor and Commerce and the Senate Committee on Commerce and Labor no later 
than November 30, 2024.

HB108 / SB255 | Shared Solar Program for American Electric Power Customers 
Sponsored by: Sullivan, et al.; Surovell and Suetterlein

Requires the State Corporation Commission to establish by regulation a shared solar program through 
which customers of American Electric Power may purchase electric power through a subscription in a 
shared solar facility. 

The bill directs the commission to establish a minimum bill, which must include the costs of all utility 
infrastructure and services used to provide electric service and administrative costs of the shared solar 
program, and the commission must initiate a proceeding to recalculate such minimum bill within 30 days 
of its final order in a proceeding establishing the value of a solar renewable energy certificate.

The legislation specifies that the commission must establish the shared solar program consistent with 
the requirements of the bill by January 1, 2025, and require each utility to file any associated tariffs, 
agreements, or forms necessary for implementing the program by July 1, 2025. 

Finally, the bill requires the Department of Energy to convene a stakeholder work group to determine the 
amounts and forms of certain project incentives and to submit a written report to the Chairs of the House 
Committee on Labor and Commerce and the Senate Committee on Commerce and Labor no later than 
November 30, 2024.

HB122 / SB580 | Judicial Review of DEQ's Decisions on Renewable Projects 
Sponsored by: Sullivan, Austin, Herring, and Lopez; Deeds and Hackworth

Allows any person aggrieved by the final decision of the Department of Environmental Quality regarding 
the authorization of a project and who has participated in a proceeding for a permit to construct or operate 
a small renewable energy project under procedures adopted by the department to seek judicial review of 
such action in accordance with the Administrative Process Act in the Circuit Court of the City of Richmond 
within 30 days of such decision.

The bill requires the court to hear and decide such action as soon as practicable after the date of filing.
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HB151 / SB245 | Assistance to Localities for Renewable Energy Projects 
Sponsored by: Helmer, et al.; McPike

Requires the Department of Energy, upon request, to provide technical assistance to localities, subject 
to available budgetary resources, as localities implement mandates related to onsite renewable energy 
generation, energy storage, and resilience standards for construction or renovation of certain public 
buildings.	

HB746 / SB565 | Assessing Energy Efficiency Programs 
Sponsored by: Webert, et al.; Deeds and Boysko

Establishes that in the 2029 program year and all subsequent years for the purpose of assessing energy 
efficiency programs, "in the public interest" means that the State Corporation Commission determines that 
the program is cost-effective.

The bill directs the commission to promulgate regulations no later than September 30, 2025, establishing a 
single, consistent cost-effectiveness test for use in evaluating proposed energy efficiency programs. 

The act also requires Dominion Energy Virginia and Appalachian Power Company to track, quantify, 
and report to the Commission the incremental annual savings achieved by such utility's energy efficiency 
programs.

SB495 | Falling Water Facilities as Renewable Energy 
Sponsored by: Foy

Provides that any falling water generation facility, as defined in the bill, located in the state and 
commencing commercial operations prior to July 1, 2024, may be considered a renewable energy portfolio 
standard eligible source.	  

SB508 | Geothermal Systems as Renewable Energy 
Sponsored by: Surovell

Declares that geothermal heating and cooling systems located in the state are eligible for compliance with 
renewable energy portfolio standard requirements. 

The bill also requires the State Corporation Commission to convene a stakeholder work group to examine 
the feasibility of establishing renewable energy portfolio standard program (RPS program) requirements 
that require each Phase I and Phase II Utility to procure and retire renewable energy certificates (RECs) 
from geothermal heating and cooling systems placed in service after August 16, 2022, as a percentage of the 
number of RECs used for RPS program compliance. 

The work group must include representatives from the geothermal industry, Phase I and Phase II Utilities, 
the Department of Energy, environmental advocacy organizations, environmental justice organizations, 
consumer advocates, and other interested stakeholders. The commission is required to report the findings 
and recommendations of the work group to the Chairmen of the Senate Committee on Commerce and 
Labor, the House Committee on Labor and Commerce, and the Commission on Electric Utility Regulation 
no later than December 1, 2024.

Utilities

HB136 | Utility Connection Fees Waiver 
Sponsored by: Campbell

Allows the City of Staunton to reduce or waive utility connection fees in a defined area.	  
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HB143 | Public Database of Utility Work 
Sponsored by: Reid

Requires the Department of Transportation to establish and maintain a publicly accessible database and 
map of all utility work that has been approved by the department and will occur within a highway right-of-
way in a residential neighborhood.

HB275 | Utility Service Termination Limits 
Sponsored by: Helmer

Requires the State Corporation Commission to conduct a proceeding to establish limitations on the 
authority of public utilities and cooperatives that provide electric, gas, water, or wastewater services to 
terminate service to any residential customer who provides certification that the customer has a serious 
medical condition or the customer resides with a family member with a serious medical condition. 

The bill directs the commission to adopt regulations to implement such limitations after consulting with 
certain stakeholders. It also requires the commission to submit a report by November 1, 2026, and every 
three years thereafter, on the effectiveness of the serious medical condition policy after implementation 
of the regulations and include any suggested changes to such policy for residential utility and cooperative 
customers.	

HB650 | Validity Periods for Special Use Permits 
Sponsored by: Coyner

Provides that the conditions of a special exception or special use permit may include a period of validity; 
however, in the case of a special exception or special use permit for residential and electrical generation 
projects, the period of validity must be no fewer than three years.

The bill provides that as long as a special exception, special use permit, or conditional use permit remains 
valid, no change or amendment to any local ordinance, map, resolution, rule, regulation, policy, or plan 
adopted after the approval of these permits may adversely affect the developer's or their successor's right 
to commence and complete the approved development. This holds true unless the change or amendment 
is required to comply with state law or if there has been a mistake, fraud, or a change in circumstances that 
substantially affects public health, safety, or welfare.

HB800 / SB713 | Pole Attachment Rules 
Sponsored by: Herring, et al.; Marsden, et al.	

Requires a public utility to establish and adhere to pole attachment practices and procedures that 
comply with certain requirements, including determining whether an attachment request is complete 
before reviewing such request on its merits, complying with certain timelines, and providing notice of a 
rearrangement to affected existing attachers.

The bill provides that a public utility may not apportion to a telecommunications service provider or cable 
television system the cost of replacing a red-tagged pole provided that such utility may apportion to such 
provider or system the incremental cost of a taller or stronger pole that is necessitated solely by the new 
facilities of such provider or system.

HB862 | Grid Tech Assessment in Utility Plans 
Sponsored by: Hernandez and Anthony

Requires an electric utility to include in its integrated resource plan a comprehensive assessment of the 
potential application of grid-enhancing technologies and advanced conductors, in a manner that ensures 
grid reliability and safeguards the cybersecurity and physical security of the electric distribution grid 
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and, if applicable, a detailed explanation of why such technologies or conductors are not included in such 
plan.	  

HB906 / SB480 | Utility Disconnections During Emergencies 
Sponsored by: Shin, et al.; Aird

Prohibits electric, gas, water, and wastewater utilities subject to the regulation of the State Corporation 
Commission from disconnecting service to a residential customer for nonpayment of bills or fees during 
a state of emergency declared by the Governor and provides that such suspension lasts for 30 days after a 
declared state of emergency.

The bill also suspends such electric and gas utilities from disconnecting service to a residential customer 
for nonpayment of bills or fees when the forecasted temperature low is at or below 32 degrees Fahrenheit 
and suspends electric utilities from disconnecting any such customer from service when the forecasted 
temperature high is at or above 92 degrees Fahrenheit within the 24 hours following the scheduled 
disconnection.

The measure further prohibits electric, gas, water, and wastewater utilities from disconnecting residential 
customers from service on Fridays, weekends, state holidays, and the day immediately preceding a state 
holiday, and it requires utilities to notify its residential customers of its disconnection for nonpayment 
policy and to deliver notice of nonpayment of bills or fees to such customers prior to disconnection.	

HB1062 / SB271 | Net Metering and Liability Rules 
Sponsored by: Willett, Helmer, and Lopez; Subramanyam

Provides that no contract, lease, or arrangement by which a third party owns, maintains, or operates 
an electrical generating facility on an eligible customer-generator's property may constitute the sale of 
electricity or cause the customer-generator or the third party to be considered an electric utility by virtue of 
participating in net energy metering.

The bill prohibits an eligible customer-generator or eligible agricultural customer-generator from being 
required to provide proof of liability insurance or to purchase additional liability insurance as a condition of 
interconnection, and it exempts eligible customer-generators and eligible agricultural customer-generators 
that operate a battery storage device of capacity commensurate with and equal to or greater than that of the 
electrical generating facility and in conjunction with the electrical generating facility from standby charges. 

The act also establishes that any eligible customer-generator or eligible agricultural customer-generator 
may participate in demand response, energy efficiency, or peak reduction from dispatch of onsite battery 
service, provided that the compensation received is in exchange for a distinct service that is not already 
compensated by net metering credits for electricity exported to the electric distribution system or 
compensated by any other utility program or tariff.

HB1376 | Tenant Billing Rules 
Sponsored by: Reid

Establishes that, for the purposes of rules promulgated by the State Corporation Commission related 
to billing requirements and all other rules related to submetering or energy allocation equipment, rules 
applicable to tenants will also be applicable to residential and nonresidential unit owners.



 Virginia  -  Environmental Legislation | 99

HJR30 / SJR47 | Study on Performance-Based Regulatory Tools 
Sponsored by: Sullivan and Ware; Surovell and Suetterlein

Requests the State Corporation Commission, in consultation with the Department of Energy, to study 
performance-based regulatory tools for investor-owned electric utilities and competitive service providers 
in the state.

Environmental Legislation

Coastal Zone Management

SB674 | Coastal Resilience Policy Update 
Sponsored by: McDougle

Changes references relating to coastal resilience policy from the Coastal Policy Center at William and 
Mary School of Law to the Virginia Coastal Resilience Collaborative at The College of William and Mary in 
Virginia to reflect the dissolution of the Coastal Policy Center. 

The bill also adds the collaborative to the list of entities with whom the Secretary of Natural and Historic 
Resources may seek input and consultation in setting coastal resilience policies.

Emergency Management & Homeland Security

HB1301 | Anti-Price Gouging Act Revisions 
Sponsored by: Kilgore, Clark, and Glass

Provides that for the purposes of the Virginia Post-Disaster Anti-Price Gouging Act, "consumer transaction" 
includes transactions involving the advertisement, sale, lease, license, or offering for sale, lease, or license of 
goods or services to be used for business purposes and the advertisement, sale, lease, license, or contract of 
employment services to be provided or procured for business purposes. 

The act also amends the definition of "time of disaster" to mean the longer of the period of time when a 
state of emergency declared by the Governor or the President of the United States as the result of a disaster, 
emergency, or major disaster is in effect or 30 days after the occurrence of the disaster, emergency, or major 
disaster that resulted in the declaration of the state of emergency.

Emissions & Pollution

HB71/ SB372 | Emissions Program Extension 
Sponsored by: Bulova; Ebbin, Stuart, and Surovell

Extends from July 1, 2025, to July 1, 2026, the date by which certain combined sewer overflow (CSO) 
outfalls that discharge into the Chesapeake Bay Watershed must be in compliance with Virginia law, the 
federal Clean Water Act, and the Presumption Approach described in the EPA CSO Control Policy, unless a 
higher level of control is necessary to comply with a total maximum daily load.

HB213 | Emissions Inspection Fee Increase 
Sponsored by: Watts; Marsden

Increases from $3,500 to $5,000 the amount the emissions inspection program coordinator may be paid 
per year from each motor vehicle emissions inspection station for the provision and maintenance of each 
set of required equipment. 

The measure also increases from $28 to $30 the maximum amount that may be charged for an emissions 
inspection fee.	
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HB985 | Polycyclic Sealant Ban 
Sponsored by: Tran and Carr

Prohibits the sale or distribution of any pavement sealant that contains polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbon 
concentrations greater than one percent by weight on or after July 1, 2024, except that a retailer may 
continue to sell any existing inventory that remains in stock on that date.

The bill also prohibits the application or use of such sealants on or after July 1, 2025. Any person who 
violates either prohibition is subject to a civil penalty of $250 to be paid into the Virginia Environmental 
Emergency Response Fund.

Environmental Health & Justice

HB309 / SB461 | Conservation Plan for Forestland and Urban Tree Canopies 
Sponsored by: Hope; Marsden and Subramanyam

Requires the Department of Forestry, in coordination with a Technical Advisory Committee composed of 
stakeholders, to develop a Forestland and Urban Tree Canopy Conservation Plan no later than November 1, 
2026, and update such plan at least once every five years thereafter.

The bill requires the department to post and maintain on its website the most recent version of the plan and 
to submit the plan to the Governor and Chairmen of the House Committee on Agriculture, Chesapeake and 
Natural Resources and the Senate Committee on Agriculture, Conservation and Natural Resources no later 
than November 30, 2026, and following any update to such plan.	

HB320 | Herbicide Exemptions 
Sponsored by: Bulova; Subramanyam and Favola

Exempts from the provisions of state pesticide laws and regulations any unpaid volunteer who uses any 
nonrestricted herbicide with the express authorization of a local political subdivision for the sole purpose of 
controlling invasive plants or noxious weeds on properties owned by such local political subdivision. 

The act provides that such unpaid volunteer must use such herbicide under the direct supervision of a 
certified commercial applicator and the local political subdivision must provide instruction by a certified 
commercial applicator to the unpaid volunteer prior to application on the risks associated with the 
herbicide utilized, the proper use of equipment used to apply the herbicide, the proper use of personal 
protective equipment, other information to prevent an unreasonable adverse effect on the environment, and 
any other information relevant to the specific herbicide utilized.	  

HB459 / SB121 | Authority on Tree Canopy Ordinances 
Sponsored by: Sullivan, Cousins, Krizek, and McQuinn; Subramanyam and Favola

Expands authority of certain localities to adopt an ordinance providing for the planting and replacement 
of trees during the development process by allowing a tree canopy fund that currently applies to the 
planting of trees on public property to include maintenance of trees on public property and planting and 
maintenance of trees on private property. 

The act removes a provision requiring that any funds collected for the purposes of the tree canopy fund be 
returned to the original contributor if not spent within five years but maintains the requirement that such 
funds be spent within five years. It also includes an expansion of the canopy credit.	
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HB596 / SB464 | Fisheries Innovation Fund 
Sponsored by: Askew and Simonds; Stuart

Establishes the Fisheries Innovation for Sustainable Harvest Fund for the purposes of supporting and 
promoting the economic growth and development of Virginia's seafood economy. 

The fund will be administered by the Marine Resources Commission for the sole purpose of supporting 
and promoting the economic growth and development of Virginia's seafood economy while enhancing the 
sustainability of Virginia's marine fisheries resources through the awarding of grants, revolving loans, or 
other financial tools.

HB1025 | Claiming Roadkill Deer, Bear, Turkey, or Elk 
Sponsored by: Wilt

Allows any deer, bear, turkey, or elk that appears to have been killed in a collision with a motor vehicle to be 
claimed by and awarded to any person.

HB1157 | Consultation with Tribal Nations Mandate 
Sponsored by: Krizek, et al.

Requires the Department of Conservation and Recreation, the Department of Environmental Quality, the 
Department of Historic Resources, and the Virginia Marine Resources Commission to establish policies 
and procedures for consulting with federally recognized Tribal Nations in the state when evaluating certain 
permits and reviews relating to environmental, cultural, or historic resources that potentially impact those 
federally recognized Tribal Nations in the state.

The measure directs the Secretary of the Commonwealth to designate an ombudsman for Tribal 
Consultation to facilitate communication and consultation with federally recognized Tribal Nations in 
the state and requires the ombudsman to develop by January 1, 2025, a list of localities in which federally 
recognized Tribal Nations must be consulted to effectuate the provisions of the bill. 

HB1379 | Annual DEQ Reporting 
Sponsored by: Lovejoy

Consolidates varying due dates for certain reports relating to the Department of Environmental Quality 
(DEQ) to the Governor and the General Assembly to October 1 and requires such reports be submitted as 
part of one annual report.	

Inland Water Quality & Management

HB220 | Licensed Operators for Waterworks and Treatment Facilities 
Sponsored by: Orrock and Lovejoy

Requires sewage treatment works, classified waterworks, and classified water treatment facilities to employ 
a licensed operator.

The bill establishes a protocol for responding to an unexpected vacancy of the licensed operator position, 
and it permits remote monitoring of the facility by the licensed operator upon a demonstration of sufficient 
technology for the remote operator to adequately monitor the waterworks or treatment facility and manage 
onsite operators.	  
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HB870 | Regulations for Sewage Sludge Storage and Storm Events 
Sponsored by: Bulova

Requires the State Water Control Board, with the assistance of the Department of Conservation and 
Recreation and the Department of Health, to adopt regulations that include procedures for addressing 
administrative, staging, signage, and additional on-site and alternative storage site requirements when 
routine and on-site storage facility capacity and holding times are anticipated to be exceeded for the 
purpose of protecting against the release of sewage sludge into state waters and to account for increased 
intensity, frequency, and duration of storm events.

The bill also directs the Department of Environmental Quality to form a regulatory advisory panel 
consisting of certain stakeholders for the purpose of assisting the Water Control Board in developing the 
regulations as required by the bill.	  

HB1085 / SB243 | PFAS Monitoring and Assessment 
Sponsored by: Rasoul, et al.; McPike and Marsden

Requires, for every public water system, the Department of Health (VDH) to assist the Department of 
Environmental Quality by transferring to the department quarterly all validated monitoring results 
available to VDH that indicate per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) maximum containment level 
exceedances. 

In such circumstances, the bill provides that the department is required to develop and implement a plan 
to prioritize and conduct PFAS assessments for identifying significant sources of PFAS in such public 
water system's raw water source or sources. Any facility, if deemed by the Department to be a potentially 
significant source of PFAS in the public water system's raw water source, is required to:

•	 Perform and promptly report the results of quarterly discharge monitoring for one year; and 

•	 Report to the department, within 90 days after being directed by the department, its manufacture or 
use of PFAS. 

The bill establishes a PFAS Expert Advisory Committee to assist the department and VDH in its PFAS-
related efforts. It requires the committee to meet at least two times per year through June 30, 2027, and 
submit annual reports to the Governor and General Assembly.

SB337 | Groundwater Withdrawal Permit Waivers 
Sponsored by: Stuart

Directs the State Water Control Board to waive the expiration of any ground water withdrawal permit for a 
well that serves exclusively residential users, is located in the Eastern Virginia Groundwater Management 
Area north of the Occoquan River, and is located within five miles of any commercial or industrial 
permitted ground water withdrawal. 

The act provides that such waiver may continue in force until the commercial or industrial permitted 
ground water withdrawals have been halted for five years. The Department of Environmental Quality must 
then assess whether the termination of the commercial or industrial permitted ground water withdrawals 
has substantially mitigated the stress upon the aquifer and redetermine whether the permit for the 
residential well may be renewed.	
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SB581 | Comprehensive Water Data in Permitting 
Sponsored by: Stuart

Authorizes the Department of Environmental Quality to utilize and incorporate comprehensive 
groundwater, surface water, and aquifer data in its decision-making processes related to the issuance and 
renewal of groundwater withdrawal permits and surface water withdrawal permits. 

Such data may include information relating to water levels, flow rates, and water quality, according to the 
measure.	

SJR25 | Study of State Groundwater Supply 
Sponsored by: Stuart

Requests that the Department of Environmental Quality complete a one-year study of the groundwater 
supply in the state with technical assistance provided by the State Water Control Board. 

The department must complete its meetings by November 30, 2024, and submit to the Governor and the 
General Assembly an executive summary and a report of its findings and recommendations no later than 
the first day of the 2025 Regular Session of the General Assembly.

Land Management

HB287 / SB184 | Geology Definitions Expansion 
Sponsored by: Wiley, Carr, and Simonds; Rouse

Expands the definition of the practice of geology to include the performance of any professional service or 
work wherein the principles and methods of geology are applied, including:

•	 Investigating, evaluating, and consulting; 

•	 Geological mapping; 

•	 Describing the natural processes that act upon the earth's materials; 

•	 Predicting the probable occurrence of natural processes; and 

•	 Inspecting, planning, and performing and supervising geological work in order to enhance and 
protect the health, safety, and welfare of the public and the environment.

The bill also defines “geological mapping” as the process of creating a map on which is recorded geological 
information, such as the distribution, nature, and age of relationships of rock units, in which surficial 
deposits may or may not be mapped separately, and the occurrence of structural features such as folds, 
faults, joints, mineral deposits, and fossil localities.

HB656 / SB365 | Proof of Pollution Discharge Elimination System Permit Before Land-Disturbing 
Activities 
Sponsored by: DeSteph; Wiley

Prohibits a person from engaging in any land-disturbing activity until, where Virginia Pollutant Discharge 
Elimination System permit coverage is required, the Virginia Erosion and Sediment Control Program 
authority has obtained evidence of such permit coverage from the Department of Environmental Quality's 
online reporting system prior to issuing its land-disturbance approval.
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HB1466 | Farm Pond Construction Regulation 
Sponsored by: Bloxom

Provides that, for laws relating to mineral mines, the definition of mining may not be construed to limit 
a one-time construction or expansion of a farm pond for agricultural irrigation or provision of water for 
livestock to beneficially reuse the soil or sand, provided that such pond construction or expansion project is 
a one-time activity on that parcel of land, is completed within six months, results in a pond that is less than 
three acres in total, and has all necessary permits and local approvals in place before such activity begins.

Solid Waste

SB342 | Transport of Vegetative Waste for Open Burning 
Sponsored by: Stuart

Requires the Virginia Waste Management Board to amend regulations to allow for vegetative waste to be 
transported to another location for open burning if it is impractical or unsafe to destroy such waste on the 
premises of private property.

WEST VIRGINIA
Notable Legislation

HB5045 provides assurances to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency regarding the state’s application 
for primary enforcement authority over underground carbon dioxide sequestration programs.

SCR16 urges the U.S. Congress to reform federal permitting policies to accelerate the deployment of new 
energy infrastructure.

Energy Legislation

Carbon Capture & Storage

HB5045 | EPA Approval for Carbon Sequestration 
Sponsored by: Anderson, Zatezalo, Heckert, and Horst

Provides assurances to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency regarding the state’s application for 
primary enforcement authority over underground carbon dioxide sequestration programs.

The measure inserts cross references between the Underground Carbon Sequestration and Storage statutes 
and the West Virginia Water Pollution Control Act to protect water resources. It also declares that before 
a certificate of completion can be issued all the requirements of a Class VI underground injection control 
well permit must be met, including post injection site care and closure requirements. The act provides 
for liability when it is determined that fluid migration has occurred that causes or threatens underground 
sources of drinking water.

The bill also alters the minimum 10-year period between the end of injections and the issuance of the 
certificate to be either 50 years or another time period on a site-specific basis as determined by Department 
of Environmental Protection rules.
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Finally, the act offers that a release of liability does not apply to owners or operators of a facility when 
liability arises from noncompliance with applicable laws, regulations, or permits prior to issuance of the 
certificate of completion.

Critical Minerals & Rare Earth Elements

HB4971 | Property Tax Caps on Silicon Manufacturing 
Sponsored by: Criss, et al.

Limits the property tax on silicon and silicon carbide manufacturing to no more than five percent of its fair 
market value.

Emergency Management & Homeland Security

HB5091 | Felony Penalties for Copper Theft 
Sponsored by: Ferrell, et al.

Adds the criminal offense of damaging, destroying, or stealing any amount of copper, with felony penalties, 
and provides for forfeiture of items of personal property which are used, have been used, or are intended for 
use, in perpetration of theft or damage to infrastructure.

SB452 | Emergency Projects Exemption from Approval Requirements 
Sponsored by: Tarr, Jeffries, Phillips, and Plymale

Declares that if the West Virginia Infrastructure and Jobs Development Council determines an 
infrastructure project to be an emergency, then the emergency project is exempt from the requirement to 
obtain a certificate of public convenience and necessity. 

If the public utility is a public service district, it is exempt from the approval requirements of the Public 
Service Commission.

The North Fork Hughes River watershed project, proposed to enhance economic growth and development 
through tourism and to include a water facility project is exempted from any requirement imposed by the 
law. The project is specifically authorized, and the public land corporation must have, and may exercise, 
the power of eminent domain and all authority otherwise prescribed by law to acquire necessary land and 
rights-of-way, to include approximately 478 acres, in connection with the project.

Fossil Energy

HB4086 | Timber Harvesting and Mine Safety 
Sponsored by: Smith

Authorizes the Division of Forestry to promulgate a legislative rule relating to sediment control during 
commercial timber-harvesting operations as it pertains to licensing and logger certification.

The measure authorizes the Office of Miners' Health, Safety and Training to promulgate a legislative rule 
relating to assessing health and safety violation penalties and a rule relating to the application process for 
the West Virginia Innovative Mine Safety Technology Tax Credit Act. It also authorizes the Miners' Health, 
Safety and Training to promulgate a legislative rule relating to operating diesel equipment in underground 
mines in West Virginia.

The Division of Natural Resources is required to promulgate a legislative rule relating to hunting, fishing 
and other outfitters and guides and a rule relating to revocation of hunting and fishing licenses.
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Finally, the act authorizes the Public Energy Authority to promulgate a legislative rule relating to 
petitioning the Public Energy Authority for approval of decommissioning or deconstruction activities 
related to any coal, oil, or natural gas fueled power plant.

HB4850 | Oil and Gas Tax Sunset Clause Repeal 
Sponsored by: Criss, et al.

Removes the sunset clause from the oil and gas personal property tax.	  

HB5268 | Enhanced Recovery in Horizontal Drilling 
Sponsored by: Anderson, et al.

Clarifies that horizontal wells and horizontal drilling well work includes methods of enhanced recovery 
techniques.

Reorganization & Coordination

SB354 | West Virginia Advanced Energy and Economic Corridor Authority Commission 
Sponsored by: Jeffries, et al.

Creates the West Virginia Advanced Energy and Economic Corridor Authority Commission comprised of 
the economic development agencies of McDowell, Mercer, Mingo, and Wayne counties in order to facilitate 
implementation of critical and time-sensitive opportunities for economic development.	  

Utilities

HB5617 | Fire Hydrant Maintenance 
Sponsored by: Linville

Allows the Public Service Commission to promulgate rules for the maintenance, flushing, flow testing, and 
marking of fire hydrants owned by water utilities.	  

SB544 | Bid Threshold for Municipal Projects 
Sponsored by: Jeffries, et al.

Raises the threshold from $25,000 to $50,000 for the requirement of bids for municipal public works 
projects.	  

SB631 | Water Shutoff for Nonpayment Prohibition 
Sponsored by: Barrett and Martin

Prohibits municipalities from shutting off a user's water for nonpayment of a stormwater fee. 

The bill allows for municipalities to impose a lien to obtain payment but prohibits municipalities from 
shutting off services for nonpayment.

SCR16 | Federal Permitting Reform 
Sponsored by: Blair, et al.

Urges the U.S. Congress to reform federal permitting policies to accelerate the deployment of new energy 
infrastructure.

The resolution further asks federal lawmakers to work in good faith to enact legislation that reforms federal 
permitting and environmental review processes to promote economic and environmental stewardship by 
expediting the deployment of modern energy infrastructure. The reforms should enable faster and lower-
cost construction of energy infrastructure of all kinds, without prejudice, including by considering steps 
to limit excessive use of judicial processes to slow projects inappropriately, prevent inappropriate usage of 
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the Clean Water Act and other laws to hamstring the lawful building of linear energy infrastructure, such 
as pipelines and transmission lines, and enact reforms to plan, permit, and pay for the necessary build-
out of electricity transmission infrastructure to support a more reliable energy grid that lowers costs for 
consumers and businesses.

It also asks for the domestic build-out of a full array of modern energy technologies, including nuclear, 
emissions management, hydrogen, critical mineral mining and processing, and all other needs for a modern 
energy system.

Environmental Legislation

Emissions & Pollution

SB2 | Rules for Alternative Emission Limits 
Sponsored by: Woodrum

Authorizes the Department of Environmental Protection to promulgate a legislative rule relating to 
alternative emission limitations during startup and shutdown operations, control of particulate matter 
air pollution from the combustion of fuel in indirect heat exchangers, control of air pollution from the 
operation of hot mix asphalt plants, control of air pollution from the operation of coal preparation plants, 
coal handling operations, and coal refuse disposal areas, control of air pollution from combustion of refuse, 
control of particulate matter air pollution from manufacturing processes and associated operations, and to 
promulgate a legislative rule relating to ambient air quality standards.

Environmental Health & Justice

HB4967 | Liability Protection for Redeveloping Industrial Sites 
Sponsored by: Anderson, et al.

Revises the Voluntary Remediation and Redevelopment Act to provide new liability protections for persons 
and companies who wish to purchase and redevelop former industrial properties that are or may be 
contaminated by historical use.

Inland Water Quality & Management

SB610 | Authority for Water Development Employees 
Sponsored by: Tarr and Barrett

Clarifies that the West Virginia Water Development Authority may appoint employees, officers, managers, 
attorneys, independent contractors, and consultants as necessary and to fix their compensation and 
prescribe their duties in certain circumstances outside the classified civil service system.

Land Management

SB400 | Approval Waivers for ARPA-Funded Projects 
Sponsored by: Jeffries, et al. 

Establishes a waiver of the requirement to obtain a certificate of public convenience and necessity for 
projects that are approved by the Infrastructure and Jobs Development Council and funded by the 
American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) and State Fiscal Recovery Funds through economic enhancement grants.
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Solid Waste

HB5006 | Recycling Goals and Criteria 
Sponsored by: Anderson, et al.

Eliminates former recycling goals and sets new criteria for evaluating the state's success in achieving its 
recycling goals by establishing a base recycling rate which must be evaluated every five years.	  

SB603 | Solid Waste Facilities Definition 
Sponsored by: Woodrum

Revises the definition of "commercial solid waste facility" to exclude any solid waste facility that accepts 
solid waste collected by the owner, operator, or an affiliate of the solid waste facility for consolidation and 
subsequent transport to a disposal or recycling facility.
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OUR GOALS
•	 Perform essential services that provide direct scientific and technical assistance to state and 

territorial governments;�

•	 Develop, promote, and recommend policies and programs on energy, environment, and economic 
development that encourage sustainable growth;

•	 Provide technical assistance to executive and legislative policy-makers and the private sector in order 
to achieve synthesis of energy, environment, and economic issues that ensure energy security and 
supply;

•	 Facilitate the implementation of energy and environmental policies between federal, state, territory, 
and local governments and the private sector;

•	 Sustain business development throughout the region by eliminating barriers to the use of efficient 
energy and environmental technologies; and�

•	 Support improved energy efficient technologies that contribute to a clean global environment while 
protecting indigenous natural resources for future generations.

ABOUT US
The Southern States Energy Board (SSEB) is a non-profit interstate compact organization created in 
1960 and established under Public Laws 87-563 and 92-440. Sixteen southern states and two territories 
comprise the membership of SSEB: Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Maryland, 
Mississippi, Missouri, North Carolina, Oklahoma, Puerto Rico, South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, U.S. 
Virgin Islands, Virginia, and West Virginia. Each jurisdiction is represented by the governor and a legislator 
from the House and Senate. A governor serves as the chair and legislators serve as vice-chair and treasurer. 
Ex-officio non-voting Board members include a federal representative appointed by the President of the 
United States, the Southern Legislative Conference Energy and Environment Committee Chair, and SSEB’s 
executive director, who serves as secretary.

SSEB was created by state law and consented to by Congress with a broad mandate to contribute to the 
economic and community well-being of the southern region. The Board exercises this mandate through 
the creation of programs in the fields of energy and environmental policy research, development and 
implementation, science and technology exploration, and related areas of concern. SSEB serves its 
members directly by providing timely assistance designed to develop effective energy and environmental 
policies and programs and represents its members before governmental agencies at all levels.
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