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SSEB Awarded $3.5 Million Project to Accelerate Clean Coal and 
Carbon Management Technologies 

Collaboration with the University of Houston’s Center for Carbon Management in Energy for CO2 
Capture, Utilization, and Storage Commercialization Effort

Peachtree Corners, GA—Earlier this week, the Southern States Energy Board (SSEB) was awarded a five-year, $3.5 million 
grant from the U.S. Department of Energy’s Office of Fossil Energy to support and enhance the agency’s mission of helping 
the United States meet its need for secure, affordable, and environmentally sound fossil energy supplies. 

The grant continues the work of the Board’s Committee on Clean Coal Energy Policies and Technologies by convening the 
region’s governors and legislative leaders within the SSEB region, state agencies, universities, utilities, regulatory bodies, the 
private sector, and non-profit organizations to foster and facilitate communication, education, and outreach on fossil energy-
related topics. The committee analyzes issues impacting the domestic and international commercial deployment of advanced 
power generation, power plant efficiency, water management, and carbon dioxide (CO2) capture, utilization, and storage 
(CCUS) technologies by expanding the value chain for coal and coal by-products with an emphasis on public policy.

SSEB also announced a new collaborative effort with the University of Houston’s Center for Carbon Management in Energy 
(CCME) to create a public-private consortium of experts to promote the rapid and transformative deployment of CCUS 
technologies. The SSEB and CCME effort focuses beyond the research and development phase of technology development and 
centers on the commercial deployment needs of industry. 

“The Office of Fossil Energy is glad to continue our partnership with the Southern States Energy Board,” said Steven Winberg, 
Assistant Secretary for Fossil Energy at the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE). “We applaud SSEB’s association with the 
University of Houston to focus on commercial deployment of CCUS projects.  The American taxpayer has invested hundreds of 
millions of dollars in R&D; the time has come for CCUS to be deployed by private industry.”

“The initiative brings together the findings and lessons learned from SSEB’s leadership of the Southeast Regional Carbon 
Sequestration Partnership program, the Regional Initiatives for CCUS, and a dedicated support team co-located in Houston that 
is fundamental for commercialization acceleration,” said Kenneth J. Nemeth, SSEB’s Secretary and Executive Director. 

“SSEB and CCME will work with industry to address a full range of early technology deployment risks through this public-
private partnership,” he said.

“The advancement of CCUS technologies and the structure of projects within DOE’s Carbon Management Program portfolio 
have provided great foundational work at early and late stages of development in CO2 capture, utilization systems, and geologic 
storage,” said Charles McConnell, Executive Director of the University of Houston’s CCME. 

“Pilots and demonstrations in several of the key partnerships have led to early-stage commercial deployments, but this is a 
recognition that greater emphasis and alignment with industry on commercialization challenges and opportunities is required 
to accelerate the broad deployment of CCUS in the marketplace,” he said.

Through the SSEB and CCME partnership, there will be an increased emphasis in stakeholder engagement and workforce 
development focused on public, industry, and university education, as well as outreach opportunities directly supporting 
commercial CCUS deployment. 

“Access to reliable clean coal technology supports economic development and job growth,” Winberg said. “There is a bright 
future for 21st century coal.”

###



About Southern States Energy Board

The Southern States Energy Board (SSEB) is a non-profit interstate compact organization created in 1960 and established under 
Public Laws 87-563 and 92-440. The Board’s mission is to enhance economic development and the quality of life in the South 
through innovations in energy and environmental policies, programs and technologies. Sixteen southern states and two 
territories comprise the membership of SSEB: Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Maryland, Mississippi, 
Missouri, North Carolina, Oklahoma, Puerto Rico, South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, U.S. Virgin Islands, Virginia, and West 
Virginia. 

For more information about SSEB’s Carbon Management projects, click here. 

About the Center for Carbon Management in Energy at the University of Houston

The Center for Carbon Management in Energy (CCME) is a UH Energy creation that will have the capability and capacity at the 
University of Houston to meet the lower carbon future energy transition challenges. Multi-disciplined, collaborative research 
from the required fields of engineering and science, business, law, regulatory and policy, as well as education for the 
marketplace, will be strategically aligned with our industry advisory board to address the needs of oil and gas, petrochemicals, 
and electric power markets.

The CCME will engage directly with these marketplace challenges to reduce carbon emissions that impact the climate and in 
doing so provide an accretive pathway for investment in the energy transition. We believe we are uniquely situated in Houston, 
aligned with our university energy advisory members, and purposely linked to global external collaborators, to impact the 
marketplace and provide the required solutions for the future.

For more information about CCME, click here. 
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